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APPENDIX “A"

THE BAIGONA CULT.
Bome GesEriL Besmanks ny toas Reveresp Coecawo Krwo, AM., MDD,

The Grst wo heard of it was shortly after the desth of My. Hogan, Patrol Oficer, who had colled st Ambasi, anid
aftarwards went up the Opi River in canoes. He took sick st Kurcredas, on the Mamba River, and reached Toma and died,
being attended by Mr, Hennelly, Ono man, Aede, gave out that he was responsible for Hogan's death.  We tried to fiul
oul sbout Acde. Ho wos somotimos at Katuna, near the Kumusi mouth, and somotimes st Pongeni Dyke, Acland By,
Thon wo heard that he had beon invested with power by & man named Gaiaribarl, & Cape Nelson rosident,

Other men also began to apply to Galaribard for similar powers. I wrote to Dr. Birong, the Resident Magistrati at
Tufi, to make inquirics. Soon we heard that orders had come from Oaiaribari that natives wers not to kill snakes, sharks,
erccodiles, or monitor lizards—thoy were protected by Baigona, The nows of this prohibition spread. Then eartain nen
in & village would be initisted into the system or enlt and become Baigonas, Ono or two men in the village would take
this office and go through a period of instruction, then when they got back, thoy would initiste the rest of the village no
inta the positions which they held, bat into the faith of it, This was done by & eeremony in which the people were smeared
avor with some stuff from the bush—they could not tell what it was-—and then the Baigona wounld give each one a smack
anid sond him to wash in the sea. This “ washing " gave its name to the secondary initistions.  Mr. Oelrichs got from his
i.lﬂ ice and a woman, the wife of one of them, some story of the origin of this cult. Bome man or spirit had taken o man

rom (kens up into the bush on the slopes of Mount Victory, and had there taken his belly out of him, and pat it oo o
basket snd given it back to him. He was instructed to take this to his house, and was also told that he would have power
to kill or cure, He waa to be under the protection of the snake, the Baigona, and to gain his power from him.  In return
he was to protect snakes and similar animals from injury.

The first Baigona apparently found that he could inerease his infloence and wealth by sclling his secrots to othur-,
sl so the cult spread northwards, Some time, late last year, Mr. Oelrichs had his police firing with rifles at a erocodile
oul; at sea. At night some of these men had & dresm or vision, The Baigona (spirit) came snd said, * Why were you shooting
at my friend?  You can't bo fricnds with me if you do that.” Three of the police were laid up the next morning in
consequence of this vision.

The first Baigona man in my distriet was an old man named Eroro, of Ombeis.  He was a very sttentive listenor
at my Bunday preachings—a very courtly old gentleman of his kind, 1 bad hoard of his curing poople, but did not koow
the: particulars. Ono day I found that ho was on tho promises doctoring one of our HS8L'%, whoe wo
dﬂmg fronm consumption, Whon I woent to the houss ho  wis guing Lo slop, Bulk I knew that i hy
didl stop then, it would morely mean his waiting until T was out of the way. I snad, * Geo on, let me see whal vl
do ' He gave tho patient various herbs to take in different ways. Ouu thing wie eaten,  Frank, the 88,1, said to we,
" That was very cold.” Another thing (herb) was soaked in wator, and the water dmnk,  Of another was made a lotion,
in which he washed. Then Eroro chewed botel-nut (with possibly other ingredionts), and the red matter was plastensd
all over tho aick man's body. Then, whila an pasistant stood behind him chewing ginger il splottering it wll over 1hs
plece and yelling out in sywpathy, Eroro knelt in front wnd snatched at the man's body with finger and thueb, palling e
redl mess off, and calling ** Baigona, come out | Baigona, come out 1™ at the top of his voice,  Phis naturally exha ol
the patient. Some leaves wers given to him to stuff up his nose, and the treatmont ended.  Somo of the onlookers were
st pains to explain to me that this wias not the wicked sorcery that T was so eonstantly preaching against, it was * anothes
hlll'd*" wnd nnl.h:i.ng but good, Erovo visited Frank every ﬂ.h}" to s what edfTect the trentment hall,  When ho found m bl
deno ha good Lo brought back the pay which had been given, and said that it was a sickness that Frank had brought from
ths white man's country, and his charma wore of no avail, o replaced all but tho tobaces, which had been already ameked,
and gave necklaces to make up the value,

L have scen Daigonas use massage on o patient, They massaged the armg, for instance, down to the fingers, il
then, as they said, pulled Baigona out from the finger-tips. The young men of the village sing & song standing round the
pationt. It seemed to be the naual string of unmosning words, A pationt who wus treated for fover thiv way alout
5 p.m. took bad again during the night, snd the young men were awakenod and collectod together to sing while the Buizen
again mossagod the Imhlmt" I said to him, “ You are ouring her, are you 1" * Yes," he said, * you cure people’s b,
we ¢ure their bodies,™

ARtorwsrds, whon I talked it over with Eroro, I found out some of the herls ho weadl,  But ho said, * 1 had to juy
ﬂﬂ-mfilill::-'l'l & ll:!g price for this kllﬂ“’l"ﬂgﬂ. I can't tall you wll tho seorets unless you |:r|;:||||j.:-:|.| [ET) '|-|,1.~n|| them secrot"

h”,'""' time ago Kaipa, of Oure village, Opi River, left his situation fn the palive and returned to his villoge,  He also
was o Baigons, together with anothor young man named Sinemi, of the same village, Harey, the 881 teacher in that
villugo, tuld me that, sceing o snake in o tres, he was going to kill it.  The natives told him not to, as it wis s Baigone
N« \-'E'r?hl.']l_hﬂl-, ho dl’".l so.  Kaips Lllll-!Tl"l-II'Hill got the snake, coiled i wp, sl plisesd its head on o coconnt, and Legan o kool
of divination—" Will Harry die in a fow days for killing you 1" The snake's head moved in answer,  Afterwanls Kaijo
I:'-ﬁ;- i FRE0a, H'm]_'l”:lt' theanake npon it with some food and some nocklasees—valuable native trade —and np-u]iu tan il s Forllin =
" We did not kill you. Tt wes the missionary, We are sorry, and aro paying von these necklves.  Now go away up the
Menba, and kill some one up thers.”  And with this the canoe was seat adrift,

(hit anothor oecasion, Harry told me that he and Mr, Novitt, Patrol Officor, wero going up the Opi River in a Government
whalcloat, They saw & erocodile on the bank ; but the police would not stir to got a rille to shoot it,

L I know o grocsl mny reoplo wha cliuim to have boen cured IEJ-_',I' Eeoro, T met o man who looloed wectohed, anid wbo
wpplied do me for modicing, 1 did not know what was Uhe matior with Fitim, mir T oamind, ™ Goobo Erore® Mesaid =1 have
1-'““*_*"“'*"'—" ]'_““' done me no good.” A month after T mot the man, and b waa quite well,  He siid Eroro hadd eured li,
I reminded him of what he had said before, * Yis," he answored, *but I give him o bigger fee next time and ho eoosd ol

Eroro was accused by the villago constable of bewitoching men to death,  He appealed 1o me,  He showed e his
livae-put—nn B_Iffr[l big one, of spherical shape.  ** See that,” he said, * since 1 got that from Gudsribard never o death b
come out of it  The constable changed his ground,  * Why don't you go up the Mamba and smass your weaith

instead of impoverishing your neighbours 1" Eroro retorted,  Why don’t you go to Heaven and get your pigs from
there, instead of getting yvour friends to supply you ? "

~ Recently, ]';I‘GI‘H was aocused by the Koena village constable of levying blackmail. Mr. Keclan sent village Constubile
Burigi to arrest him, as Barigi made cut & tally of twenty odd pigs mf.rtwn dogs which had been given to Erore.  Fror
admitted ﬂhﬂ"]’- five of them, and in each case said he had excreised his powers to cure the peopls, and received them as fecs,
Ouve of his patients had died, bat he ﬂt]ﬂnil'l'-"d thia by saying that the Koena sorcery was too strong for him.  Mr, Keclan
reinanded the accused to Buna (Eroro 18 & Kumusi Division man), snd Mr. Oclrichs dismissed thoe case,  Buot, whils Erooo
agnid the constable were t-t'ﬂ\r{'-“il'lﬁ' trugr:thurr the Iﬂ.ltﬂr Wi quilﬁ won round., " ]wﬂ"j"." b wadad Lo i1, o far ag ] oo s
:_Em-ru hna done nothing but good, I aceused him, but I shanld be vory sorry to seo him punished,™ Howerer, Barizi's
iniluence made Erore decide to give it ap, and he throw his lime- pot into the river. Barigi also talled it over with the A

aple, and four more Baigonas said they would bave nothing more to do with it, They put down their decision to thuis

ewr of being imprisoned., r

The Baigona does not work in his garden, nor drink plain water, He pays more atiention to dressing his head sl
deorating his [aco with red paint than other people.  He has not much else to oooupy his time.  Either for payment or throungh
fear his village companions will do his garden work for bim, 80 when thess men told me of their decision they o
it in thia form—" Yes, [ drink water now, sad do garden work. T have given up Baigons,” j
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Barigi's position Is interegding. Peoplo o tho river claim that lie 5 o Bidguna,  Uel he savs © No™ aod sdvizes
peonle Against it.  “ How could I keep my pod'tiva in the Government # I worn & Baigone 7™ ha said to me, Eub he
adwits to some dealings with snakes. Hoe doctored a girl at Toma once. I ashed her father what had boen done, snd he
camo close up to me and whispered, " it was the soake business," The girl, who was vory far gone, got better. Bha told
mi *“ thoy gave me & hot Yath.” Barigi admits that he learnt how to do this when he was stationed at Tufl. He told e
that the sickness was causod by bad smoke in the body, and his treatiment got it out. Possibly the treatment was known
thin, but the profession of Baigonns haa only recuntly been grafted on to it.

The word Baigona ‘n thoe Mokusn language, Cape Vogel, means beloved or swuethoart, and is used in dance song.
as far as Taupoto, and in the tochnical sense of sweetheart in Goodenough Bay.

The two horba that 1 identifiod wore Buphorbia E, snd Dremmondi B, One of them is known in Queonsland s tho
asthma herb.  The other is also used medically by Australisn settlers who use herbal remedies.  The police told Mr.
Oilrichs whon 1 showed thess woeds to him that one was used medieally, and the other waa burnt, and the ashes mised
with the lime in the officisl lime. pot,

Very often of an evening in the village the Baigona goes into a fit, passing into o trance. It begins with a viclent
shovering, the man falls to the ground, snd becomes insensible, uttering spasmodic bursts of rapid tall.  His people cover
him with & mat, snd sit around listening and applauding, while he wallows fosming. I have not been able to meke serse
of what he says on such occasions, and I do not know whether his poople understand it eithor,

APPENDIX “B)"

I'RELIMINARY REPORT ON THE JOURNEY TO NEW GUINEA—JUNE 70 AUGUST, 1012
By Dr. Andon Breinl, Direclor Australian I'nstilute of Tropical Medicine.
1 loft Townsville on 20th June, 1912, and reached Port Moresby on the 23rd of the same month. Fortunately,
cirrumstances permitted me to start work without dalay,
I have toex press my indebtednoss to His Excellency the Governor, Judge 1. 11, I'. Muvray, whi, during iny comparatively
shurt stuy, did evorything in his power to further the object of the expodition. Tt was duv to His Excelleneys efforts that
ne timo was Iost, and that faeilitis for travolling wore provided ot tho shortost notics,

Furthermore, 1 have to express my indobtodneas to the Government Seerctary, Mr, A, M. Campboll, who furthered
the object of the expmlition in every rospoct.
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