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The facts of the situation would seem to be as follows :-

(1) Primarily (and this is the real stonewall which withstands all
efforts toward battering it dewn) the Church.is considered to |
the property of mai dimdim. e.g. The Papuan Clergy. O vivi-m
dimdim. Teachers are gibed as belng bariau. The conduct of s
house boys when rebuked; they dast off the caldco and put on K
(2 By o 3 : b oy, s oyl r

(2) Custom and tradition are age old and deeply rocted in native 1:
ldolatry im not a feature of the Papaun charucter but sncestor
worship would seemto be. In gpite of what o Papuan will tell yu
when questioned about his spirit beliefs there is & real acknov
ledgement of the living state ofthe departed spirit and Figie)
disinclination to change the .customs even simple and unimportar
ones presumably such as the traditional method of tying the car
outrigger is largely due to a faar last the departed spirits of
the ancestors will regard it as a criticism of their method and
be displeased and wisit their displeasure in pome happening fre
with .evil. Pl -

(3) There are sertain advantuges attaching to memwbership jn the
Christian Church which apyeal to the uneducated mind of the Paj
native. (a) He-likes %o be well thought of by mail diddim. One
the greatest punishments is to have his line of goction disappro
He will sin cheerfully and gomg¥ied in some instances communic
regularly during his defection so long as he is not found out.
Then he absents himself and keeps out of the way of the Priegt
Oone aggrieveed. (b) It gives him a standing in the community. H
can speak as an oracle when the Priest discovers some thing unto
in the life of his village. (c) There it a glamour of a sort in
Julning in with any popular movement. This yEry may account fo
the increuse of aspiring Catechumens once u cluss hae been star
Alas that it should have deceived us and left us with the added
problem of numbers of nominal Christians whose lives Eive no re:
evidence of' conversiom. . -~ VA J AT

(4) Added to htese is the problem of the children of Baptized perso

- Wwihich has been dealt with by Fr Gill in his paper. . In my opinic
these points constitute the ‘badkground of the present day situa
tion. Hany manifestations of conduct may spring 10 the mind an
csuggest a ftd further basal section of the Froblem but whilst ]
do not claim to have exhausted the besal feutures I believe that
mwy survey covers @ good portion of the difficuldy. K
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In consequence we are faced with a fommalism which is disheartening t

us to say the least of it and u % of gekf satisfaction which

refuses to be subdued - a twofo. arrier to conversion. Satisfactic
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self is boxrn of hm fnnm, :tu. 11} They have already received tk
Christian Glu in extenso during' the Catechumenate period and with

Baptism have Iauutﬂm} the new Neme. (25 The Ghurch way is quite fitt
for mai dimdim but N. G.m#thods | - N, D.p&ugla. This brings me ba
to the point from which I  Church ig the property of
the white Missionariep ant | 1. luﬂh a8 the Papuan

Clergy and Enaah-h  Theee latter -' . . 'l'-a ‘be Enﬂ.and have be
mai dmm A2 ' E_ Y ,.-=._ : " -:-:-;-’. ::5""_, 5

rhf b :‘ :
To thisg difﬂutinn j’;'m m we uan'hﬂ. "taﬂ. I find
there is a real dﬁrﬂm

: » mi\rg Rites and Christia
observance. Take ﬂ'ﬁ tha “for o

.

. {1) The long
period of geclusion & ;ﬁ?‘ﬁana and ti
of hair so dear to . n Zﬂ&‘ﬁ“ nese w#» ¥y two patterns
the one fabric. ‘.I.!hé ,w 5lves th __"‘ m& !ﬁwi blackened B
and woven arm and leg b The oth ».,-,n. decoration of another
colour but mar-ﬁm—ﬂ - that they both incl
something put on for a ‘absence from
Church Services. It :ll . of g '_ A that it is
unseemly for a mourner 'ln a 1
on the other hand have f ,_
or wrongl
the pnling which lm%a
with the painted face I.t,

One conse: ﬁméw

is subordinated to ﬂm ; w-iﬁﬁ"- ﬂi mt;m ttiquette. 5
" C/f. The painted = _thwq ace nihﬂ hxﬂns ‘a wedling. |

rerujitted at one time why nat at another? i S
A question has beer 5‘" "Can n.mtivu be Hmv Guinaa—ﬂinai

at the same tiuwe a really ‘m*qﬂi L0g -'.mlriﬂtiian"? The answer given I
thinking Papuans is an u@tﬂﬁd"ﬂauv Yes but there are barrier
and we have helped to erect them and ercouraged thereby the opinion !
that the Church and N.G.are in contradiotion. It is natural for tha
‘rPapuan to deck himself with finery. He feels he cannot retain that |{
comc to Church so he simply stuys away and being a creature of hablt
continues his abscence from Church.
The problem is rendered more acute by certain festures of e
Papuans daily life and practices. There is (1) the mode of the Bin)
room for the whole family and in scme districts long terroces of rooy
oecupied by the imil:.ea of the Dams - rooms which-open upon each otl
By this means even young children grow wp in an atmosphere of knowle(
fur beyond their yeuars and there is scarcely any age which amswers t(
the age of innocence in the more civilised races. There is no priv
‘whatever. No need to shout affairs from the housetop. Every incident.
public property as scun as it is enacted. Ome result of this is laxit
in matters of sex so common amongst growing boys and girls in some |
digtricts. I believe that in times past such laxity was almost unkné
ans when 1t did occur was severely dealt with . ﬂ%’;ﬁfwfxﬂ,’pﬁ’nﬂ’ !
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Now the presence r;}f'ﬂle \ _ A }haﬂ mumﬂd ﬂimuting of
nctive 1ife has 1&51 to .. > the mtim which formerly
ﬁyum hag not kept poce with th

safeguarded native moral m;hiu
change which hasg been hﬂth ra "E.n charecter mdt rapid in operati
Then there is (2) ‘hhll e f" Mmta and the quaatinn of Kovog
in this connection. Tha 1 feature of betrathulmwnuldlaeem t
be the making of a goed Wﬁ' i "aﬂm roially. [enee the haggling ov
gsayments.  Another factor whichh gives betrothal a ﬁaxmﬁfﬂhtl aﬂ,:aut
the witholding permission ﬁ;oﬁ "ﬁ;{m‘khﬂl mﬂaan a ﬁuid Pro quo im th
larm of @ person of the opposite sex csn be promised in return. So
the girl cannot be betrothed uﬂﬂﬁ th.e boy whose parents wish it ha

a sister who may be betrothed to the rl's brother ‘80 suve the

vacking of a well filled Goba. By bot means certain illmatin

are brought about with their c ﬁqa&n& 1 9 "‘:laa whnﬁﬂ Mifiﬂutlunﬂ

are so well known to lfﬂxr MM ! ﬁu.; _ | v

(3) The Poraga, anp&ta, Bmi?j. giﬂj g.f 'lghin,h Gt-hqrﬂ are mors com -

Jetent ot speak than I ol P qﬁ, +

(4) The suparatltiunn conl:fw&l ;_;':Z ﬁﬁ' and t@a phuiinaﬂ of
Baravu. r‘:ﬁ“l"‘; ,i-.ghiﬂl‘ | "‘,'IL 1 . Ty p
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£01d me that ﬂ.:igin.,ﬂ.ldr the
health. Since the adwe:
1 _ to the education

A Papuan of many yea:ﬁl ih:;L " ;
ractice of Parauma was only :
cu the white man and presuma%ly due in
of the mind in contuct with & superior civilisa thdmmld order hai
changed and the withhﬂ and sorgerers have assumed power over death i
3 working of evil by mﬂ:ﬂn- Reverence
far the 0ld order has given pln.ﬂi" 0 fear in ‘l‘-hs new and the spirits
of' the ancestors are invoked far deliveramce from theeflects of [ear.
There is little doubt of the a&miniatratmn of poisons. As a matter t
fact there is a considerable amoung of evidence to show that it is
being done. In consequence the care free native of popalar fiction
has no existence in faet. Instead we have-the Papuan in constant
dread of sorcery and poisons and this leads to o diseaded state of
mind.and colours his outlook upon his own lifa and the 1ife offered f
him by the Christian Church.

1% is inevitable that the native Pap’uan will have quaint ideas of !
absiruct movements. He is in close contact with the hidden things of
nature - conscious of the mystery of birth,sickness and @eath,the
shenomens of the rising sun, the aanantriuihes of the wind, rain,libhi
darkness,the growing food and the ripening wrope. ie hﬂa haa;r .Ld’EEIE"
of the ef*"ects of the phem:rmana f nntu.‘ra on the Eﬂ'ﬁlm. | HiE whole

. h.-r'-?l-

T

-
f
:
o L,
Shsd
mum%.-



T T T T T e T T ——_m—

quently i

)l A4 reas
th suspiel

abn'u%
J .'het&l nut a

and thuﬂ » -.J'r.' 4 1 he % 3 le X it --':‘-_ o 1l
quantitiaz:?%:o : :r"_ * ‘as 1o ::3.!;;. mast be |

indulged in aaa* i TSR e e e tired mind- may Jend to wro

ﬂnnﬂluai.ut:i- This 'may acooun Por the rise of quaint ellefs ip th
p:::rﬂl‘!:iun in’ tﬁ:& i‘f B n ox other favoun

or flavoured plu- -';‘-
cun sScarcely be coun’ & ‘
8imilar means tn -:.q;. re his neigh
the Gospel of chr‘.tﬁlhﬁ“ te _ Similarly he has a
conception of the ﬁed elatives and invol
the aid of his ances’ to1 is in his life.

, He ,iE E.t 1eart ' 8t ﬁBﬂlH Wiﬁl J'thﬂ ﬂ:ﬁFEtEriEI
of life in a cerex onie 1l s 'Iﬁ:la ,juhilan.‘l‘f danﬂe when

S muﬂr I o Hﬂkﬂ h r |
'.;i"-- whett n;mmunitias for

vest prospects arq : ’E ATLC - pitiate spirite
whom he 'feéels to wish him ¢ vy & -* gtrike fe:
into hig foes atng ducts hig sam*i.,;tiun
with hig fellows. ! cen fromgithe girl 1o %
daneing boy of her ' bl a The
majority of these th: , 5 ey way Rdve had in tl
beginning in the m&u : ,emd‘i : - believe ¢

mostly hormleas ammmﬁ__ 5. them w.fr,r’ﬁh & meaning '

they do not hawa. 5

f L"_ ..l'l
Thinkers amongﬂt 'tha ?EW neum-,nrta a:" tha uginl{m 'Ehat the K.G.
races are not deatined to survive. One son given ig that they aiy

Equator ravai and kiving in a ‘un.t#ﬂ:m hn can never be maally atr::-r
either in body or in mind. They lack #he invigorating qualities of .
chunge from heat to cold end so on. This may be at the back of ths*
general indifference toward anything that ls not eaﬂanﬁﬂlly of N.G
and their lack of reuction to the aﬂsthai;id impulses which mean 80
much to more advanced peoples. It is doubtful if there is an,?thing
their lives approximating to the between sexes for ingtance. Self ™
interest and self love are very prominent and loocm to ‘greater impori
ance than anything which demands & giving of H&lfa ! live in %
rresent with it's boons of feasting and danc the produ
of Lhe gurden whilgt in season afd tmt;!.ﬁg to iunk tn find Huma“thii
to eut during the lean time'whén the Taro fails in w Tay in é
the yeurs of their experience they have not made some’ m?iaiﬂn Foxt]
lean time is a pugzle until'we maallaﬁ't Y the youth of the nixm*

which does not concern itse’ ™'with providing for the M . ""hui::l:
whole 1life and attitude tmrfardn the 'bh.ilngn of life aﬂ.&f ong ylﬂﬁ,‘n‘
: Tt i £
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and thoroughly uunﬁi.gta:m d this cc ce inaludan ’Isheir attitué
toward Christian Tesohing. 15 mind g " inl the L_inﬂ,&:‘gurtan stug
why not then Sry 'tha' Iindergarten met ? Are we giving them some
form of ﬂyﬂ-r--tuﬂl iﬁﬂfsei_ '*tha witter of Church Servicec
(including the Ueccas 0ffices) and in instructiovn in the tenets <
Chrigtianity? 1 have in nind instr ction in the dautrim of the
Blessed Trinity, ‘t-l'm TL}M”_.__' '_r;-#Q .fﬂh'.‘th_.-

ws are ‘gcarcely at liberty to
,' Bvensong as the Aaily services on the
Mission Stations,of the length fﬁnﬁ ‘involved forms of the Baptismal
Office :md that of Larriage.. ‘ohild minﬁ cannot concentrate ug.m
stages of mental processes ra guired te use then intelligently and in
consequence they mean nnthina g;gmr an;gt rata very 11tt}.a to the Papue

The form of the Holy Gommmur:
alter but think of ;.!&tt:uiﬂ b

nial wvows do not receive the

5 E"tuﬂ ‘¢lothed upon With features
which ledd up to and am:maﬁ-! M that they are not suil'iciently
arresting. I doubt if our people ‘even sc¢ far advanced as the
members of the early Ghurﬂh’rm ww.‘ﬁaﬁimﬂ on the Biﬂglﬂ Professic
of Faith in Jesus Christ. e ,5.,”[ s :

o), ] o

1 believe it to be nnt ani;s’ ghl -,*&ﬂiﬂhll but also my importar
that the Services of Baptism and s age ‘ghould be made as simple ar
concise 4s is consistent ‘w:ﬁhf"ﬁi: uﬁﬁl} moment of their experience so
thut our people may . the more readily grasp thelir real slgnificance. 1
feel that this goes deeper even than I have. Buggalteihhﬁ should not
be lightly disposed of if mq:”n ' / omr work in the Name of owuz
Blessed Lord to be effective. This is one point I offer as a constry
tive suggestion. Our hupe ‘would seem to have it's anchor in the Holy
Spirit working through the Papuan Clergy and Teachers. They can reac
the native attitude in wiy/# ways which we cannot tread without Mitxy
intrusion and intrusion leads to loss of confidence.

1 suggest that Baptismal 'ﬁ.ﬂﬂ’r'
reverence they merit because

You may think my outlook upon the relationshdp betweenour people and
ourselves as rather dolorous. We may have to tread the Via Dolorusa
as our laster did and to beur the disappointments and oppositions and
even the gpites of those who do not knmow Him as yet. If 8o we may do
H.ﬁ in the sure confidence that the Redemption was not in vain and g

ustained by the thought that our Master can md(Yd Tamnuid even mis -
511:-.1_9311 material if it be sufficiently ralaatiu.

Ve may then need to change our methods, 'to be less goverumental in |
attitude seeking to bring ﬁﬁ}f/ﬁﬁﬁ.’ﬂ' the wills of our mls into nm’
formity with our own and be more of the sheéepherd leading the sheep,

culling them by name,sceking the lost,tending the guntil we can |

bring them face to fﬂaa wWith eir Eﬂ?:l.ﬂur This memfﬁithihiting #ﬂ
spirit of the Master snd using His iﬂ-‘ﬂiﬁ&ﬂ- That were these ? |
(1) Very specially tmﬁﬂm‘qa ﬂ'ﬂh “Ed;m sinner. F writinﬂ ]
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(2) Stern warning to. mﬂ:,-
1t shall be nqgirﬂd -

(5) Rebuke tn-thw s
Temple ) v ilbinkfi W EIENN
(4) Even eloging ﬁha doog |
when every other effort

g ')

' "m.y 'Ihinga (The cleansing of the
e i

ok ﬂrbn‘bina'ba anfl E&lf satisfied,
'_'n frui'hlasﬂ. {Bh&k& off the dusi

‘In all things acaidnmtu mﬁiﬁ h;‘ Mma of simple everyduy thii
e.g. The parable of the. szhw:tngfﬂﬂm as the power of¥er deat}
and cin, as the burden mr%mm powerful and sufficlent Savic
sufficient to save to the nttamst E.ll whu come to the Father by i

Their contact with white MPI\“ haa :abhed. th&m of muﬁh which formei
made life worth living and today they need an incentive to live. Ct
the Christian Church supply this ? It is inconceivable sthat there
should be any exception from the w iﬁ ﬂf Redenmption ¢« The Christ is
& sufficient answer to the meed of the Papuan. But He must be the
Christ of the Gospels and ﬁﬂ gnt ‘our own conceiving. We are the
actors in the drama of 11 dﬂ:ﬂ mt ip.faryrat i‘aithﬁlly the spi
of the author. N e : "“ﬂ
In spite of the triala m m &ni- wc-ﬁ: through the lack of res
in the apparently unsymps *Eiﬂ ‘mustitude 'to the voice erying in the
wilderness there is much rring levidence. of the Presence and powex
of the doly Spirit in the lives an ‘eonduct of a faithful few and wi
we ger down to basal t f'ﬂ‘u“: v @ﬂ conscicus of the working out
the purpose of COD as year year., In the working cut of B
Purpose He mokes use of human na&fi'& and it is our privilege to be
culled to be co-operators with Him. Therefore what we d0 in ilis Nea
is very important. The power of Conversion and Sanctification is Hi
und itls only. Our part is to kead our people to Him by meuns of the
Graoes entrusted do us. We best can do our part if we face fucte as
they are and use our gifts to the pest advantage as opportunity offe
and the occasion demands. It is a mistake to expect toe wuch too 80
1 huve recently been much impressed by words written to me by an old
school teucher friend now retired. His words are these :-"Your work
at Vanigela must sometimes appear to you to be slow but it is the sl
progress that is permanent. The congolidation of all great movement
in history has been brought about by degrees. Christian workers and
reformers and others ‘would often wish to jump to the end from the
pinning but the miftle section must be worked through and it is in
doing of this thit the lives of millions of people are lived. Not-w
standing all the discouragements and set backs and sin,suffering, 1
ignorance and oppresgion in the world in the end thmada of ?l'ﬂ-rﬂ
perhaps the triumph of Christianity will be complete. Believing 1.3:1
one can do nothing else thar work on the niﬂdle Ewtiaq:! iy |

GOD. leaves us free to plam and Gel Bt o work is wo A '{-Qf the b
methods. 1t ig because g z{/’ : not confident % khods
hitherto have "been the th'“'w 1t this mat ar g
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