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APPENDIX F. 

DESPATCH REPORTING VISIT OF INSPECTION TO THE NORTH-EAST COAST. 

No. 19.] Baili, 30th April, 1894. 
Sm,-I have the honour to rcpOl't that I left Samarai on the 2±th February on a visit to the North­

East Coast of the Possession. The same day we reached "\Vedau, the headquarters of the Anglican 
Mission, and found all well and quiet thoro. • 

A dozen men were engaged at 1'aupota and two volunteered at "\Vedau to act a~;; carriers for inland 
travelling. The 1'aupota peop1o had acted in the same capacity before, when Mr. Moreton and .M:r. 
}faitla~ld we~t towards the main range from Collingwood Bay, and were on this last occasion all engaged 
and shipped m a few minutes. 

2 .. On the 25th I landed at Paiwa, and imited Rabuna, the ehiof and rural constable of that district, 
to be. of the party. He came readily, with his sou, and was of much use as a willing worker and concilia­
tory rnterpreter. 

1Vith the launch and whaleboat I made on the 2Gth and 27th a traverse of the eoast from Ipote 
(Cape Vogel) to Dako (Fir-tree Point). On this part of the coast there is a fringe of mangrove, with 
irregular shore reefs. In the mangrove bights thoro arc a great many small coral islands that cannot he 
seen from a vessel pas~ing two or three miles from the coal't. These afford numerous places of shelter 
for small trading craft in all weathers. There are no villages near the beach. Behind the mangrove 
frontage there are twenty or thirty miles of low rolling hills before the main range is reached. On these, 
many of which arc grass covered, there are numbers of food garden~, giving evidence of the presence of a 
very considerable population. t-)mall fresh-water creeks are of fre(1uent occurrence, but none of any 
importance open there. 

3. A party, cousiKting of M!'. Guise and :M.:r. Armit, with earriers, had been prepared to examine 
some portion of the main range in this direction. They were landed at Dako Creek on the 2Gth and were 
proceeding to work their way from that point toward:; the mountains. On the 27th, however, I came on 
the :Yiobiri Creek, which I went up sufficiently far to see that the country there was well IJOpulated, and 
that the creek went within half a dozen miles of the foot of the nearest mountain, )fanmio. On the 27th 
arrangements were made to land the party on the l:I:obiri Creek, and they left for that on the 28th. In 
the afternoon I received a note from ::\'11'. Guise o;aying that the natives were numerous and nnfrieuclly, and 
objected to the presence or passage of the 11arty. A. fricmlly chief, however, came to the steamer and I 
went with him to the C!tmp on Mohiri, at a place called Pibubu. As soon as we arrived there this chief 
was sent with friendly messages to others, accompanied by Jhbuua and by the sergeant of constabulary. 
Soon after this some natives arrived at Pibubu with food for sale, and professed to leave us on friendly 
terms, and to be willing to bring us food next day. On the following morning I went ahead with some 
loealnatives, Rabuna, and the sergeant. 1Ve soon met a large number of natives on the way to our camp 
at Pihnbu, with two or three pigs and other food. They helped to carry the baggage. 

After a march of about three miles we reached the village of )cfapama, consisting of some seven or 
eight houses. 1'he men of this place that l1ad not already joined us were there; but the women and 
children were absent. The men were unarmed. They asked us to J>ass a village ~ome half a mile beyond 
:Yiapama without entering it, and this was done accordingly. About a mile further on we eame to the 
Kwagira River, a mountain stream, two feet deep, and about Rixty yards wide, but with a bed some 150 to 
200 yards across. It is evidently subject to heavy floods. It opens into the sea about a mile and a-half 
south of Dako Point. 1'his was about fom and a-half mile~ from Pibubu Camp. A headqnarter camp 
;vas placed on the left side of this river on a convenient ridge. There I was visited by a large number 
of natives, all of whom appeared to be very friendly, and willing to assist the party with food and trans­
port. I had not met anywhere less suspieiom; natives, or more williug carriers. 

4. All the land we crossed between Pibubu and the K wagira waR deep alluvial forest land, but more 
or less wet or swampy at several1Jlaces. The men are decidedly smaller than Gulf men, but larger than 
eastern island men as a rule. They are of n brown colour. 1'hey wear t11e hair in tags or ringlets, but a 
part over the forehead is cut ;;hort or shnved off; they have whi~ke1·s round the cheek and under the chin, 
bnt all hair except the eyela»hes is removed from the face. 1'hoy do not tattoo, but have raised cicatricial 
marks over the deltoid. The legs are very Heraggy. '!'hey wear a periueal band of mulberry cloth painted 
black, bro\V11, and yellow, and girdleH of matwork about an inch and a-half broad, plaited without an end. 
They are made to fit so tightly that it iH difficult to gei them orer the l1ip~. Some lun~e shell necklaces 
and pendants, but the most conmton ornament is an armlet con~il4ting of a eomplete section eut out of the 
shell of the cocoanut. 'l'hey complained of the ho;,tile tli,.position of the J}:lai>'ina tribe, and showed me the 
remains of a small village on the lVIobiri burned by that sopt in one of their ineur:-:imm a year or two ttgo. 

In the bed of the Kwagim no quartz was notieed, but there are euriou:; gray striped blue and whitP 
stones that seem, :<ome of them at least, to be carrie(l from the jade depo::;its. All the adzes of these people 
are of jade; they call it sapftru. The occurrence of this article among the Cloudy Bay native:; was notieed 
three or four years ago. It now appears tl1at it is brought aeroHs the main range from the ]}faneao 
district. 

5. The natives on and uear Dako we1'0 friendly, Knme of them going on board the steamer. 'l'hey 
brought food for Kale, but they are 11ot free from s u~picion of };mope::mN. 

6. On the ;jth l\fareh we reucheLl tlw mwhm·age at the mouth of the fi1·Nt river north of the Clyde 
of the charts. In my de~patch, No. ;j~, of 2·1tli Odober, 1 SU:3, it waR Ktated that ob~et·vationf\ taken umlPr 
eiremustances that were not quite favourable, had ~hown the month of thi~ river to be in latitude 
7 degrees f)8 minutes 30 1<ecoud~, and thu,. inside German tenitory. I{enewed ob:<ormtiom; uow give 
from ten p:tirs of meridian ::;tarH the htitwle of 7 tlegreeN 58 minutes 27 seeonds. It must, therefore, be 
aeeepted, until a mixc·d connniHNion down the boundary, that the lower portion of tlri;; river iN beyond 
British jmi1<diction. Captain Jones went np it some llC\"Oll or eight mile;;, where it was forty or fifty 
yards wide, and found that it takes a wuth.west eourse, wltich after three or four miles wuuld take it 
int,o British territory. There are not a few scattered hou~es or ::;ma.Jl groups o£ houses on it ; but there 
is uo large village as far as it was e~amined. The natives are naked, of a dark bronze colour. They wear 
the hair in ringlets and remove it from tlw face. They have ornaments of Job's tears, earrings of 
turt1e shell, and head ruff!! o£ cassowary feathers; while spears of palm wood, gothic-shaped shields nearly 
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three feet long and covered by cane matwork, and stone dubs ~onstitute their arms. ·Their canoes are of 
one piece, well shaped with graceful lines, and arc carefully made and well finished, and painted a reddish 
brown. They have a small outrigger at a large distance from the hull, and are very fa~t. 

Wnen we anchored at the mouth of this which they Heemed to call Ikore, I was still under 
the impression that it might be wholly in thi« but seeing that the lower three or four miles 
was not so, it was deeided to not examine any further portion of it, as the upper portion could only be 
reached by travelling on•rhtnd from the Clyde month. 

7. On the 7th I went to the month of the 1\fambare River, of which the Clyde is one opening, to 
land coal for the ;;team launch and to ;;elect a headquarters eamp. On returning to the steamer it became 
known that the lkore native~. who had in the moming visited our eamp in a friendly manner to sell food, 
had, after the Europeans left, stolen a rifle, <1 poneh, two blanket~, &c., and that several canoes were 
drawn up at the fir~t bend of the river, apparently with hostile intention<:'. A;; that part of the river was 
beyond our jurisdietion I ordt•red the immediate withdrawal of tho~c of our that remained camped 
on the beach, and the avoidanec of any colli~ion with the natiYes. Next we landed at the mouth 
of the :.:Vlambare, l'ome two miles inside our bmmdary, and began the examination of that river. 

The north-we,;t opening of the }fambare, eallrd "The Clyde" on the Admiralty ~harts, is about a 
mile alHl a-half from the prim:ipk mouth of lhat river. _\ftcr a winding courRo of about two and a-half 
miles "The Clyde" us into the main channel. The :.:Vfambare is about 150 yards wide with a 
eurrent of from ono to two kHots in the lower reaehe~:<. The first three or fom miles lies through low land 
covered by Rago trees, pandamu>, brmulfruit trceR, pnlms, mangron•, and forest tree;;. Gardens were met 
with at less than four miles up; 1md at ahout fiye miles a group of three small villages was reached. The 
gardens are well cleared and weeded; the eultivation good. ·They plant taro, JSugar-cane, edible hibi~cus, 
yams, and banana~, but tlwy ]w,,e no tobacco, 11apaya, nor pnmpkin. All those that had been down the 
river at work in their gardenK fled up Ntream before u~, paddling with all thc•ir might, ;;omc ;;tanding others 
sitting. On l'f~ad1ing the first Yillage they Neized spears, ~hiclds, and other property, ami a~:~1'cmbled at the 
most dil"tant of the three. \Ve landed at the fir~t, about half a mile from the fnrthe~t, and put on a pole 
a piece of turkey red aml a plant>-iron, making the UHual oycrturcs of peace. 1-!creral of the men got 
three or four dry eocoanuts eael1 to offer u~, bnt as we approached all fled except one man, who was 
accompanied by a youth, apparently hi" ><OH. 

The elder man put hi;,; fingerR in his cars aml performed on the bank a "pas scul," consisting 
of three hops to the right aJJd three to the left, to the mu,ic of his own Yoiee. welcome he continued 
1ndustriously until we breaking off only sufficiently long to pick up a small knife I threw him, 
while the younger ono put some eoeommt;; into the water for ut~. \Ve did not land there. Several recent 
clearings were 11a~~e(l a few mile>< abrwo the11e ,·illage;;, but the people at work concealed themselves until 
we pasHed them, and then ~ame to the lmnk aml ~houtod to ut~. 

A Lout fonr miles allovc the ,-illat;cs there is a ledge of ro(·ks run;; half-way lH'l'o::;:; the stream, 
which might be dangerous to WtYigation if one did not know of it.; existenec, as its top is below the 
surface of tJw water. In the aftcmoon we were overtaking two or three canocH that wore proceeding np 
the river, apparently on a trading or vi~iting cxt'urRiOIJ. Tho~e in the nearest one threw overboard a pig 
in a cage, shield;;, ~laypots, panclanus leaf mat~, &e., and paddled for bare life uutil they found a suitable 
plnce into which to draw the canoe. 

During the day we pa~;:;cd maHy iine fields of ;mgo trees, and smuc good alluvial land, but the 
banks were not more than three or four feet ab(n-e the 1·iver, which was then con~iderablv flooded. 

\V e pitehod camp about a scol'e of miles from the liea, with two or three large clearings in view in 
front of us. Soon aftenvards a number of native;; appeared on the bend of the ri,·cr, about a mile and 
a-hal£ diHtant from us, and they were gradmtlly encouraged down to nearly oppo;;ite u;;, when they were 
visited by the boat, aml some mild tra,ding wa~ started. They left on friendly terms, and said they would 
return in the moming with food for us. 

Next day we received an early visit from the owner of the place on which we were encamped, :md 
from the chief of the tribe of the cli~triet. Both became very friendly and lw~pitable, and were very well 
treated Ly us. 1'he chief wa~ gt'c•atly delighted 1vith a pre~ent of a tomahawk. 'fhey sold us more food, 
chiefly taro. \V c reached their village in the forenoon, but the men we had met clown the river had not 
reached home, so that all those in the Yillage fled a;; we landed. 

At the lower of the Yillage they had put a taboo to prevent us from landing. This 
consisted of long poles stuck into the edge of the bank supporting a string :wme four or five feet from 
tlw ground, with tuft;; of green grasR RUf'pC'ndetl on it at interml~ of three or four yarcls. 1'his they had 
not done :tt the upper portion of the village, where we landed. 

There \nu; a consideralJlo groye of <'ocommt and betel palms nbout the village, which contained 
about thirty hou>(e~. The hou;;c~ arc rounded at. c•aeh cm~, apparently each largo enough for ono family. 
They arc covered in dowu to the gronml, ~<o tlmt there I~> a ground floor, and then a platform on which 
the people live, about five feet from the ground. In ornamental ~hruhH they have only crotons, some of 
which a,re remarkably fine. On one tree in the villa,ge were three humau ilkulls all(l parts of their 
,;;kclctons, all of n·rv small Hize for a<lult bones; aml on a tree elo~c to them were a eertain number of 
pigK' ;.;knlk Tlwy lnnltt grl'at m:my <':moe~<, <'tll'h able to earrr fl'Om four to Rix men. Three or four 
milm; furthc1• up \\C r<•aehcd another .-illage of a doze11 hou~e~. 'l'he ;;hiug and graKH ta1JOo hatl been put 
up there to pn·.-eui u:; from lawling. There waK uo JH:'l'Kon in the village•, but we ;;aw tlll'et' Jltell about half 
a mile up the rh·er. On the right ~<iJe, oppo>~ite the Yillage, there wa" a piece of Hhingle beaeh, on which 
were ;-ome canoe~ in pro~e"" of eom;tnwtion, made uwler a roof to protect the \\'orkerR from the 
ann. \Ve ditlnot C'nter the .-illagc•, hut tied a bit of red cloth and a plane-iron to one of the iaboo 
poles. 'Vhen we lmtl a quarter of a mile from tho .-illage a raee waH :<brted uyihe three men we had 
~ecn, down the riH)l' for the red cl<lth. A man appeared frolll near the eanoes, who Rcemed almost eertain 
to beat them, when another ;,topped out of the '· bu~h" from behind the hou;;cs and carried off the priroe. 

A man followed us up the riYcr, overhtking m; by cutting off the beml;:;, and exprcs~cd l1is feelings 
by alternately daneing and perorating, executing hi:i dance with much holding hi;; lime Lottle in 
one haucl and his bn.g net with pocket ge:~r in the other. A few miles np we eame to a group of 
small villages, the largest of which had about a dozen houses iu a small grove of ~o~oanut trees. 'fhe 
people had all fled, but we landed amlleft the u;:;ual small present. 
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Among the other small articles of food that had been brought in for the evening meal was some 
ordinary watercress. It was not seen by us at any other place on this coast. On the banks in front of 
tlJCse villageH were some bushes of crotom of a light yellow colour of extraordinary beauty, con;<picuous 
as far as they could be ~cen up and down the river; bnt they had no other ornamental ~hrub>'. The 
inhabitants must have been very near when W(' were in the village, and have found the present left for 
them Yery soon after we were gone, as on romHliJ1g the corner a number of men and women were on the 
bank near two or three house,;, and the mPn hcgan to dance their " strathspey" and to chant as soon as 
we appeared. Those that had spears, &c., at once took them away out of sight, and a boy that appeared 
wit~ a stone club in his hand was promptly slapped by a matronly woman and driYen into the scrub 
bchmd. 

At about half-past three in the afternoon we reached a Yillage on the left hrmk, above and below 
which were many large taro gctrdcns. Before we got up to this place n number of young men armecl with 
shields, spears, ancl stone clubs performed a peculiar clance in which they mn about in short curves and 
shouted after the manner of a young dog that has just found its master. It is not clear whether this was 
by way of welcome or defiance. 

As the ri\'er ~was a quarter of a mile broad there and shallow at the side next the village I went in 
there with my light draught river boat. The greater portion of the people waded out to meet us, and 
were very exuberant in their clemonstratiom; of wonder and exeitcment. The men had lai(l aside their 
weapons, but were most urofuscly oruamented with jewellery of shells, pigs' teeth, Job's tears, cassowary 
feathers, red and bones. The women had some of thorn a mode::;t necklace or two, a few of them a 
1:u·urow matwork belt round the waist, but as a rule they wore nothing else, and did not appear to feel 
that anything further was required. But the withered beldamet~ were an exception ; they wore a cloth of 
mulberry bark. The nake(lness of the men challenged attention so little on account of the quantity of 
showy jewellery they wore that it wa~ not offen8ivc. 

A sight for a camp was ~elected on the bank half-way between this vi11age and another one 
already in ;;ight about a couple of miles further up. At our camp we were vi~ited by people from each, 
some of whom assisted to form camp, while others left to bring us food. About nine at night an orator 
came from the upper village :md harangued UK, and he wa;.; followed by a fluent speaker from the lower 
tribe. Unfortunately, however, we di(l not understand one word they said. In this district there is much 
very fine alluvial soil, but the resident population already on it is large. 

8. In the morning a number of natives came to sell article11 at our camp, but the string and grass 
taboo had been erected before we reached the first large village aboye, The greater number of the men 
seized their spears and shic1ds and rushccl a'vay into the scrub, but many remained and did not carry 
arms. The occupants of two or three other small villages higher up had also run away 011 our approach, 
but we saw several natives out at work who shouted "OrokaiYa." At two scores of mileil the banks are 
six or eight feet high, presenting mueh yery fhw alluvial land with forcRt trees so l1igh that our shooting 
b.?ys nsu~lly. returned empty-handed because their guns could not kill a bird on the tops of those trees. 
1J p to tlus cbstauce the l'iver had had a channel at lca~t one or two fathoms deep, but at about two 
score miles, on the nth, we found there was not ~uflicient water to take the launch, drawing nearly four 
feet, over the rapids. \Ve had therefore to leave her there in latitude south 8 degrees 25 minutes 
30 seconds and longitude east 147 degrees 54 minute,; 25 tlecowls. Half a dozen canoes followed us up 
to this point. The river is still known in that di~trict as .1\famhare, ttnd the great mountain north of us 
they called W asi or vV asi-gororo. 

9. On the 11th we went up the riyer about half a do:wn miles in the boats. The launch was left 
at the lower end of an island, which we at first SU]lposed to be the junction of two rivers, and a boat 
consequently took each branch, but they met again after about a mile. The rive;r then became a succession 
of deep pools and powerful rapid~, ,whieh were a;;eended with diH1euHy. There were little wooded 
hills on each side, and the 1·i,·er bottom was covered by shingle and boulders of slate, quart;~,, granite, and 
other rock. There were no On the 12th, when near noon, we rcaehed some rapids np which a 
lJoat could be taken only at ri'lk, so it was determined to not hazard them. Colours of gold could 
be found in the river wash, and 1\ir. :M:oreton and Captain Hennes~y got colours of gold next day among 
the low hi11s nea1' the camp, hut they did not reach the spm·;; of the great mountain V{ asi. 

The climate in that district wa:-l very fine. There wa~ a total almcncc of mosquitoes and samlflies; 
and at night it was, even then, decidedly cold, cspceially toward,; the morniug. But the fine agricultu~al 
lalHl mostly ceasefl where the 1'apid;; begin. \Vhen we returned. down l'<trcam on the 14th I starte~l w1th 
my boat, leaving the launeh to follo"' when rercdy. I :>oon began to meet many people, all commg up 
the rivel' in holiday attire, with quantities of cool,ell taro and pork. l'hey wished to assure me it was 
for us, or in honour of our arrivaL They were certainly all holding high fe;;tival for some reason or 
other, and were very friendly. Some of the people, especially women, left the Yillagcs as 1vc passed, 
but none w:ts completely deserted on any part of the river. 

'\Ve stopped some time at two of the large::;t villages. At one we were kindly received by tho 
chief, to whom I hml prcBentcd a tomalunrk on the way up. A number of the people ran awn.y at first, 
but nw:st of them soon came ]Jack, and brought us some food ltnd other things. One haggard ofd wasted 
woman made her;,e!f very conspicuou<l by beating her breast and uttering hysterical imprecations, calling 
on us excitedly to be off. She was, howcYer, quite ready to interrupt this to accept a few glass beads 
from me. and then to do some advantageous trading; but it seemed to be a 1mblic duty imposed on her 
to always re;mme her objurcrations, <tlthough gradually in a lower key. At another village we landed. for 
half an 'hour, and some of ;ur men and a number of the villagers joined heartily in choral glee dances, to 
the delight and amu~ement of everybody. 

On the forenoon of the 15th we reached the lowest group of their ,-il"ages. Several canoes :full 
of people that had been up the rh·cr at work fled down before Hll, but mo~t, if not all, of them came on 
to the village when we were there. Sen;ral men receiYed u~ quietly, and in a friendly manner. 'l'hree 
or four old women, lean and worn by age, in jackets of network, and Job's tearH, and who were priYileged 
to wear each a piece of cloth, appeared in the fir::;t village, and beat their breast~, Hquealing, howlil1g, and 
lamenting, apparently in order thnt we should at once leave; but the other women, who did not consider 
any dress or ornament nece~sary, were quiet and friendly, and brought U::l food, among it being some 
sago, the first offered to us on the river. 



10. On the ~Iambare the pass\\ ord is '· urokaim," which seems to moan "man of peace." It, at 
all events, puts one on a friendly footing. The stone adze they call "oto," and they give the same name 
to a tomahawk or a pl:tne-iron. 

Like the tribes on the Gulf of Papua they u~e indifferently "b" and "m," and call a stone club 
either" ame" or" abe." Their stone adze i~ umde of ba•alt. ')'heir pottery is thick and ill-prepared, 
devoid of ornament, and generally of a blunt conical ~hapc. 'rlw only diseases noticed were-tinea 
de;;quarnans, elephantiasis, ophthalmia, ::mtl ~wo Hen glands. 

It is very ronmrlmble that on the Mambare thel'e grow great numbers of sago trees, but that the 
natives hardly use it. There are hundreds of fine ripe sago trees lying half in the river rotting away, 
totally unused. 

'l'he nativcs seem to be remarkably intlustrions and Tory fond of agricultur·e. Their gardens are 
large enough and sufficiently well cultivated to feed the whole population without sago~ 
. The great numbet• of the canoes they possess 1s also very striking. There cannot be fewer than 

three or four canoes for each housP on the river. 
No doubt some good land for }]uropcun cultinttion could be obtained without interfering with 

native occupation. The natives would in all probability welcome such settlement so long as they were 
fai1·ly treated. · 

11. On the night of the 13th obse1•vatious were made at Mitre Rock in fine weuther. In my 
despatch No. 5t>, of :!4th October, 1898, it was staterl that the position of the rock was in latitude 
south S degrees 8 minute's; of the obscrmtions tlwn made half were in bad weather, and they were 
believed to be only approximate. 

The recent obsPrmtions made umlcr more favourable circumstances give the latitude as 8 degrees 
:! minutes 50 seconds, which practically, in round numbers, still makes Mitre Rock three miles inside 
the northern boundary of the British jurisdiction. The same night we camped in the head of Douglas 
Harbour, ·where there is very fair anchorage. 

12. On the lGth a 1·un of four and a-half homs of the launch brought us to the mouth of a small 
river called Ope or Opem, into 'vhieh we took the launch and boats. Obsermtions made at uight showed 
the mouth of the Ope to be iu latitude south t> degrees 18 minute;; 16 seconds and longitude east 
U,S degrees 11 minutes 26 seconds. It is comeniently placed for watering ships, and will be of some 
value to the trader. Natives soon began to join us at the mouth of the Ope, and in an hour or two there 
was assembled a great crowd of men, women, and hoys. \Ve took the launch half a score of miles up it. 
Its mouth bears 260 degrees to the top of the hill called Gumbo, or Gumboro, which is thrce-fow.rths o£ 
mile distant. This hill is about 600 feet high, and is a conspicuous object to vessels traversing the coast 
from the south. It is composed of a rock that looks like sandstone to the naked eye, but may be volcanic 
ash or metamorphic. A large part of it is cultivated, and on the inland end there arc several clumps o£ 
trees and small villages. On the 011e the men arc naked, but the women wear a petticoat of native 
cloth. They were anxious to exchange stone clubs for tomahawks, and were very friendly. In appearance 
they closely resemble the Mambare people, aud h:rm in some degree the same dancing proclivities. The 
Ope is a sluggish river, containing swamp water umnixed with mountain streams. It is fifty or sixty 
yards broad and about two fathoms deep. 

There are two or three villages on it before it reaches the foot of Gumboro, which it skirts on its 
south-west Ride for two or three miles, and then winds away to the south-west. The first half-dozen miles 
grows much sago, but after that the banks rise two or three feet at most places and are cultivated here 
and there. There arc apparently many villages on its upper reaches. Numbers o£ natives followed us 
two or three miles up the Ope, on the Gumboro side, with spears and stone clubs, ornamented with wreaths 
of convolvulus, crotons, and red hibiscus. To judge from their dancing, singing, and shouting, they wero 
very friendly. Several canoes followed us up the river, and returned with us. This place is undoubtedly the 
centre of a (·onsidemble population. 'l'he Rev. A .. Maclaren intended to station a European missionary there. 

13. On the 17th we camped at the mouth of the Knmusi l{iver, in latitude south 8 degree~ 
28 minutes, tLnd longitude east 148 degrees lG minutes. There is an apparent creek mouth about a mile 
and a-half north of the Kumu,.;i. It seems to be only a "spilhmter" from that river. The river boat 
could not get into it. It \Yas decided to leave the second boat at the mouth of the river with the larger 
portion of our stores, and to examine the Kumusi with only the river boat and the steam launch, provided 
with four days' coal. The natives of the di~>trid came to our camp and were quite friendly, but showed 
they would steal whenever they conld. A strong guard w:ts therefore left in charge of the camp. It 
consi~ted of Pttpuan members of the constttbulary, ·who, as is so often the case, were no match for their 
wilder countrymen, who stole their riee, pannikin;;, &c., out of their tent dnring the night. 

On the hlth we began the ascent of the Knmusi. It has a bar at the mouth on whieh we found 
only four feet of wate1•. The first four miles lieR through swamps, in and near which are many sago 
tree~. After that the banks rise a few feet and there are many gardens. These belong to natives that 
live near the coast, :wcl disappear altogether hal£ a score of mile~:~ from the sea, ancl then there are no 
llignR of occupation for the next dozen mile~, when a village of six houses is reached. 'fhe current was 
by that time about three knot~, and the1·e were nmny snags in the river. Two or three canoes were met 
but the occupants all fled, except one old man, who remained to pick up a small bit of red cloth. We 
cam11ed at a place in latitude b degree~-< 28 minutes 30 seconds, and longitude 148 degrees 1 minute. In 
this district much of the land was still low, bnt there were area;; of fine allm·ial deposits here and there. 

On the 19th a further aHeont of ahout fifteen mile01 was made. At several places there was only 
about a fathom of water at rapid parts of the river. J\fany fine fields of sago trees Yiere passed, but as 
the trees at·e too clo~e together and never cleared many of them are small. The country was ;;till too low 
for European eultivation. Two or three small native Rettlemcnts were passed, but the population was not 
numerons on that part o£ the river. 

\V" e camped at the foot of the fir~t Hnmll hill on the about 300 feet high, and composed of a 
greenish-coloured lan. K ext forenoon found the banks of the river rising, and our presence was soon 
diHeovt>red to natives of the distrid, who, however, do not live close to the river. Coneh shells were 
blown in the forest, and t.l10 whole district was evidently alarmed. A large well-beaten path was uoticed 
leading inland from the river, and soon after we pas,.;ed this landing, some young men appeared there, 
dressed in war panoply, waving and posturing their Nhield~, and plunging and charging with their 8peara, 
while they shouted what seemed a defiance. 

D 
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Many ca-noes had been drawn to the baHk:; and left there before we came up. Two fled up tlw 
river before us, one occupied by a man and a woman, the other by one m:tn. They left us behind. A 
mile or two further up, a band of young men appeared oH the high bank, on the north side, brandishing 
spears and shields. 'l'hey retired, howc\·er, before we quite reaehe<l them, but we left a small present 
suspended there for them. A mile or two above thi;. the launch grounded in trying to keep as well out 
of the current a:> po;,~iblc. We failed in our efforts to get her off. Shortly after this mishap, one of ~he 
men that had fled up the river before u;;, appeared on the left bank, soon followed by other;;. In a few 
minutes several scores of men and womeu arrived at the bank on the same side, right opposite to us. 
The men carried gener:tlly a ~pear and a shield eaeh, \vith a \roman behind him bearing two or' three ~pears. 
The women were able-bodied, and unaccompanied bv children or Hmall bovs. AJ?pareutly they were 
simply armour-bearers. The small present we had le'ft below was already w~rking m our fa\·our. 'rhe 
two can?e;; that fled up the river were gradually cneo11raged to come out to the launch, and ot~r boat, 
after bmng well spat npon by men that l1ad dtc\Yed l'tcnted bark for that purpose. waH permitted to 
approach those on the lt'ft bank. 'fhe ri\·cr wa" there ahout 1•30 vardo< wide nml from three to four feet 
deep between the launeh and the left ban],, while it was probabf',. about i wo fathom~ on the other side, 
and rrnming at three or four knots an hour. • 

Soon after three or four of these people had been induced to come out to the launch with the view 
of helping us toJmsh her off, armed natiYes began to appear on the right bank. They had evidently come 
there for innne iate action. Their bees were blackened and their heads ornmnonted with feathers, 
shells, &c. They rushed up to the edge of the bank brandishing tl1eit· ~pears and plunging them toward<~ 
the earth. The man that firi'it came out to us was a con~picuous being. He suffered from the 
unusual deformity of having two large semi-globular growths C<ymmetrically placed, one on 
each groin. They were ca<'h as large a~ a :<mall :;haddock, and a;; the scrotum was eularged 
to the same sil.e, thi:; gaYc him a somewlmt weirtl figure. He appeared to enjoy ~peeial authority 
among the people, and he can«ed the ue,n·omer" in a few word" to lay a;,~ide their 'reapon". But one of 
them without waitiug for thi8 jumped into the rin:r in full armour to makt• m·aight for the launeh; he 
soon found that he required hit~ hands for other purpo~<cs than wielding "pear and l:lhicld, and he bd 
to let those go to Hlt\'c him~elf from drowning iuglot·iou;;ly. "'hen the;.:e people from the right bank 
reached the launch the weird-looking man pa"r;ed eaeh of them undt>r hi~< leg and dipped them in the 
water. \Vhether tltis was a form of pacification between the two h·ibcf', or a proteetion to those thm; 
purified against our eYil t•yt>, it iH at pre~ent impos~ible to ~ay. l\fau,v nu:H and ;;onw women came to the 
launch eventually and pulled and pushed, but failt>d to get her afloat. 'They wprc paid in bead~ and 
became quite friendly, a11d promised to bring u~ much food next day. This some of them did early in 
the morning, until a party of three or foer sold UK a few cocoanut,; and ~tolc them back again, which 
frightened away the otherH, who feared reprisal~. 

14. Dming the night of the 19th the river ro<>c and floated the launch off. 1 determined then to 
not ri"k the vessel by going further up the river, although the country was very imiting. 

The natives were an interesting people. In colour they are from tt light to a dark brouze. 'rhey 
are not remarkably powerful men, but are of fair phy::!iquo for PapuanH. A few wear their hair cut 
short and frizzled, hut most of them have it in tag,; with fibre or leaves Jllaited into the looKe ends. 
They have good sq narc, rather high, foreheadR; eyes of a fair ;.:ize and hazel iu colour. 'l'he nose is like 
that of Port Moresb~·, but rather shorter, and the no~tril,., ;;lightl~· coarser; the mouth is large, the chin 
small, the chet'lts and che~t fut. On the head :;ome had rnff~ of fibre; thl>y had Hecklace;; of dogs' teeth 
aud of :;hell;; or .Job',., tear:<. 1u t11e ;.:eptmn of the nol:!e they wear no pencil, but in:;tead of it a few 
beads or a hit of Hat shell. The women and the men wear doth of mulberry bark. They have tinea 
desquamanil; aud :t few CltllCS of clephautialliS WCl'C ~Cell; there were SCYeral ease~ of the sluggi:-;h 
superficial nleeratiom; 1'0 eomnwn in the Pacific. and which there, a~ ltere, :<cldmn if ercr affect the 
glands. Their canoe;< were nearlv the :mme :tl> those ou the Ikon.' and 1\Iambare RiYC'r«, but smaller. 
They u~c both pole and paddle oH 'the rirer. 

lron they did not know. 'l'hey use tJ10 same ~mall gothic shic•ld m; oH the l\Iambare, but a few 
examples were notieed of the great shield of Orangct·ie Bay. The palmwood spear ha:; a square-shaped 
sharp end, with barbs on ono side onlr. 'l'hey hare stone club>~ of two form::;, the disc and the pineapple 
pattern, all made of basalt. 'l'he stone adze is of the :;ame material. 'l'heir pottery is thick, plain, and 
the pieces of the quaint Hhape of a crucible. They ham no tobacco in their ganlenti, and did not know 
it. Thii:l district was without exception the most attracth·o one 1 hare seen in .1\' ew Guinea. There were 
large flats of fine alluvial laud on the river, covered by fo1·est and appnreutly ahoYe flood mark. 

These flats rest on a ;;and,- substratum which ha~ at "ome time been rin•r bNL At about half n. 
dozen miles distanee there was the neare::;t great mountain of t.he ceutrnl mam range. Between us 
and the great mountains were 1mmerou;; t·olling wooded hill;;, with intPrvcning fiat~ and :-mall mountain 
:-~treams. The air wal' deliglltfnlly eool and pure at uighJ·. All the ><wampy country ha<l been left milcA 
behind. The vopulntion i~ apparently large awl ea~<y to gain on·r. The >lcenery i::; fille. 1t was with 
real reluctanee that we tumcd om· ha<·k on thi;; di~triet. 'l'he furthest point reaehed wa" by traYerse 
11.bout forty.~i:s: mile~ from the ,;ea, allll allollt lntitud<> ~outh H deg1'CP:< :J,j minute,;, and. longitude pa;;t. 
u.s degrees 1 minut<~. 

15. Ou the 21st, \1 hen dt·;,;eendiHg the rin·r nt about t·I<'Yell mile~ from the wa, tlH" bunch sh·uek 
<>snag eonecaled under tb1.• ~url'nee so completely that th(• \Yai.Pr cl id uot ~how a l'ippl<' OYer it. The bow 
jumped out of thP water and inllnClliatel!- begmt to ~e>ttle do\Yn, the l'raft haYing eYidcntly reeeh·ed a 
mortal wound somewhere he low. :She waK directed to the hank, \rhich wa~ only a few yan1s di~tant, but 
it was 1:1tecp, though ;.;oft, and within thJ·C'e or four miJlutc>:< the lauueh ~<auk in water Ro deep that the 
funnel could not be ><Pen. A few thing;, were got out of lJCr before Hhc wrnt Jov•n, and in a quarter of 
an hour we were under way to the Ilea in the river boat. tlw only one we had taken with us. This little 
cmft had taken us over thonsamh.: of miles of rin•t• mn·i~aticm, and some of ut~ had bceu so long 
acc·ustomed to lJO i-:ervcd l1y her thnt there \Ya>l not wanting ;:ympathy with n Toaripi member of th(, 
constabulary that put earth on his fal'l'l>ecau~c, he l'aid, "Tlw 'Iluby' iH dt>ad." ·we reached the coast the 
!:lame night. .All the natives we saw desecndiug thC' 1-in•r were friendly; at sm·eral places they had 
collected a fe\Y coeoa11uts, &e., to givt> u". '\Ve found all well at the eamp at the river m011th ; but we 
had hcneeforth to do our travelling in the whale and river boat r]o,vn an open unprotected coast. 
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lG. On the 23rd we cro~.>sed Gomt Bav in weather so bad that in the ri\·er boat we had no 
alternative but to go before the will(L \V e di(lnot land until we reached the south corner of the bay. 
l!'rom the small islands there a reef rum; out for abollf.' half a mile in a northerly direction, so that a good 
harbour for Hmall craft it> formed hetween this reef and the flhore. Thio< might also, on closer examination, 
be found to be a good anchorage for brge ve~seh;. A eousiderable number of natives were seen in the 
lwad of a bay in that district, but they did uot theu eome to u;;. Ou~t· camp was nutdc at the month of 
the Ba~ari River, which opens iuto I he sea at latitude 8 degree,; 37 minutes 40 seconds, and in longitude 
1:.1,8 degrees lG minutes 30 secouds approximat<•. 

Next day we wf'llt up the Ba~ari scnne three or four miles in the 1irer boat. It is fresh water at 
the mouth, and secllltl to coutain hill draiuagc priucipally from the northern aspect of the Hydrograph~r's 
Range. \Ve saw 110 lwnsos or natives on it. _\t first the banks arc low and swampy, but at three m1les 
up stream they are three or four feet abow the 1mter, and present some fine alluvial forest-clad land, 
suitable for cultivation. About three-fourth;;; of a mile from the t<ea there i~ a small clump of cocoanut 
trees, which were loaded with fruit-. This seem<>d to be the site of a former village. i'he Basari is from 
forty to sixty yard~> wid0, aud wa~ there about two feet deep. 

On returning to camp, where a mnnlJcr of uwn and the second boat had been loft, we found twenty 
or thirty natives there. They had already gtulen, but had rc~tored, a red blanket, although they had been 
there 011ly a few miuutcs. • '!'hey \Ye re all l:ltrong men and ha(] come dOIHl prepared for hostilities, armed 
with spears, shields, and clubs, aml paint<•d with 11hite stripes of lime, alternating with yellow clar. There 
is no Yillag0 on the beaeh bet-wccll the Basari and the Oro tribe, so that these people must occupy the 
country between the Bttsari and th<• nurth-e:tst Pml of the Hydrogmpher's H:mgc. Next day, in passing 
along the con.st towards Cape Endaia{krc, we saw a great crowd of the~e natives, probably two or three 
hundred, and including women aml ehililn·n. on the \,·:ty to our Basari eamp, e'ideutly to trade with us, as 
they carried cocoanuts and other artieles. linfcn·tunaiely we could not ;;pare time to run up the bay to 
meet them as the weather lookf'd threatenin~ and the eoast at ihn.t place did not offer shelter for the boat. 
It was, however, quite clear that in that distJ·iet, which from th0 sea appeart:> totally without inhabitants, 
there is a large and peacefully di~posecll)(}[Jltlation. anxious to enter into relations with the trader. It is 
noteworthy that there is a rf'ef at least a mile long rmmmg out in a north-easterly direction _fro:n 
Endaiadero Point, and that between it and the shore there would be good shelter for vessels of any s1ze m 
the south-east season. 

The Hame day we reached the Cape Smlest of the charts, so named by D'Entrecasteaux. Somewhat 
to om· snrprisc we found a river of eonsiderahlt• size opening- there. It has in fact formed the point where 
it debouches, like many of the other ri1·ers on this eoa.st. 'l'he name of this river, ·which ·was there some 
eighty yards broad aml about two feet deell, is Tambokoro or Sambokoro, for the natiwr; of the district u.-:~e 
indi:ff0rently "s" and "t" in many 1vords. 

Unfortunately a boat eoulJ not l'ros:> the ha1' at it~ mouth. The position of Cape Sudest was found to 
be latitude south 8 degrees 44 minnte.~, and longitude east 14H degrees 25 minutes 30 seconds approximate. 

The Basari is evidently foruwd by llrainag<· from the neare;;t part of the Hydrographer's Hauge. 
Kext morning we recein:d a fri(·llllly visit from snmc of the Oro people who were out fil'hing along 

tlw eom;t, The aspect of the weathf'l' di(L 110t allow u:< to eall at the Oro villages, the beach of which is 
quite open to the ocean, ;.o we eontinued our way to a pleasantly situated some sewn or eight miles 
south of Oifabama. This bay appears to form a nsdu!Jitile harbour. .\. tlmall creek opens into it, the 
water of wl1ieh is fresh :et about half a mile hom the sea. 'l'herc are llO villages nmv on the beaeh, but 
seYcral were Yisible on the srmrtl of the range, a mile or two distant. Thi;; bay is in latitude south !) degrees 
0 minutes '1-3 seconds, and lollgitude eafit l:.Lt> degrees 27 minutes ap1n·oximate. 

17. _-\.s we pulled aeross Ketekerua Bay on the 2'/th we were invited to land, but deemed it 
desirable to get on tu Kevoto Point bcfor(' llH.' 1rind shoul<l get up. The .KenJto Creek opens at this point. 
It is about eighty yarlhJ \\idt:, but is braekil<h for n mile or two up its muddy course. Its position is 
latitude south 0 def...•Tees 4 mim1tes 55 seeomli5, and longitude east 14H 33 minutes approximate, 

J1'rom this point the Ketekerua rillagc:-; were visited. 'l'hc uatin•s were found to be Yery friendly 
and willing to sell us food. Half a mile north-we;;t f1·om Kcvoto Point a creek opens called Umunda, 
which brings down a good deal of fresh water to the :;;ea. The Umunda was examined for two or three 
milC's on the 28th by Mr. Mm·eton a)l(l Captain . They fouml no villages, and that the country 
was so low and swampy as to be ttHelesg. The Kcn>to, half a mile, di,·ideg into two br:mch0s; a lagoou 
about two 1nmdrt'rl yards wid0, which conlll be seen running along the mangroves for about a couple of 
miles in a direetiun parallel to the eom;t, and a smaller branch, whieh was followed up for about fonr 
miles. 

Its banks are low, growing ~ago, mangrow, pandanus, and forcl!t tree!:!. The distJ·iet is too row 
n.nd wet for ordinary European eultivation. ~ u native:> liYc on it. 

18. On the 29th we went from Kcn>to along the coast tu the mouth of the }lul:!a River. On thi,; 
part of the coast there is nu native settlt'UK•nt. 'l'hc greater portion of the country consists of mangrove 
Hwamp with n. sandy se:t h<>aeh, along whieh then• i~ gc·ncrally a fringe of casunrina trees. 'J'hm·e are 
several wide openings nf br::wkish erceks which wouhl :d'foJ·<l l'lhclter to boatH, which eould, however, he 
drawn np at uum~- or most plac<'>~ along the ("Oast. 

\V c waiieLl at the mouth of fhe 1\[u:m {,)r tho ::m·intl ol' the •· J\Ierrie England," and were risiteJ 
there by a number of friemlly-di~posPd natives, who came from the foot of Mount Victory. The fltearner 
arrived from Cool\town and Port Moresby on the bt April, but in quarantine on account of dangue 
fe1'er and memdes. .Most of the men on board had already »U:ffcred from the former disease during the 
voyage, and one waR :,;till ill. ~o llired eumumnication could thcrcfor·e be held with the ship, but nXl.ils 
were landed and fumigated. 

On the 3rd April I began thf' (•xamination of the ~[usa Ri\·er in the river boat. aecompunied by 
Captain Henne~sy. Mr. Moret.on went with the reflt of the party to vi;;it Mount Yictory. 

The northern mouth of the J\:[usn meets the southern branch ut about a milP from the sea. \Ve 
made uver half a do~<'ll mill's the first day, but could find no dry land to mmp on. The river was flooded 
and the whole counh-y em·m·ed by a few inches of water. 'l'he trees consisted of mangroves, palms, 
pandanus, a few bread-fruit, and forest trees, but there were few sago trees. One large fishing camp was 
passed, the floors of the houses about uve feet above the water, but there was no permanent settlement 
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The country passed through on the second day was very little higher or drier, and at night we had 
to camp in a small taro garden, through which water was running in all directions. There were no 
permanent native settlements. A.t one point we seemed to pass only four or five miles from the nearest 
peaks of Mount Victory. There does not appear to be any existing crater there. It has three principal 
summits, the south-western one of which is at present quiescent. On the otlH'l' two there are ashy­
looking deposits among the rock«, with numerou>~ large fmnerole;; giYiug out litt]p r<piral donds of smoke. 
It seems to closely resemble the little hills de><cribedinmydespatch, Ko. 58, of 2·tth October, 1893, as met 
with in. Seymour Bay. There lmH not long ago been a thin forest of fai1·-;;:i7.cd trcC'K on the topH of the 
mountam, but they are now all dead, :md redueed chiefly to dry trunks and stnmpK. It could be asecHded 
from the west side. V 

On the 5th three or four native canoes appeared at the bend of the river above us ; ea,ch contained 
some four or five men up for battle. 'l'hey he~itated on ~-<eciug our dcmon~tration;; of peace, anrl a 
woman who wa~ in one canoe made a mau take a pandanns mat and wave it to n;; in r0ply to our red flag. 
On rounding the corner we £cnmd a new unfinished Yillage of KeYen hom;e:!. They were huilt on posh; about 
ftve feet high, with low ;,:ide wall;; and good sago-leaf roofs. 'J'heir gardcnR Wl're young, and the settlement 
was evidently a recent one. 'rhe land all round it wns very low, and watm· ran over the bank from the 
river and through, below, and between the houses. The most com<pieuons ohjed,; were two ~helter plat­
forms on a tree, at about fifty and ;::ixi!y feet rel"pecth·cly from the gronn(l. The;.;e were reaehed by an 
excellent and ingenimtHiy con;::tructed ladder. It eonsiste(l of ,.;ix long <·:me~, eaeh nbout an inch in 
diameter. They are in pairs eighteen inel1e8 They are attaehe(l to tree stump,; below, and 
to branches of the platform tree above, halfway between the two platforms. The emw~ of eneh pair cross 
each other, and a stick about two incheH in diameter and four feet long is laid into the three angles formed 
by the crossing canes; this form;;; the step. The caHc..: tlH?n cro~,.; in the nppo~ite direction over 1he Rtep 
to form angles for the next step, and so on. It is therefore really :t woYcll ladder, and oue of great 
strength and very neat, without tyings of any kind san: at the end::<. 'l'he platform~ are apparently only a 
retreat for the spearmen, whence they could with safety to themselw·s throw thei1• mi,.;Rile<J on an enemy 
sacking the houses. 

:Mo;;t of the people fled up the riYer in cawJeH, but a few remained to receiYe u~< in the Yillage. 
They have the small gothic ~:~hield eovered by woven eane, common to thi~:~ part of the eountry, palmwood 
spear:;, stone clubs, and adzes of ja(le. ~fen and women wear a JiatiYc cloth. The men ha.-c the hair long 
and hanging down the back. They nre of good phy;;ique>, but many wffer ~everely from ringworm. They 
u!'e elaypot;; for cooking, and like all the nortl1-ea"t coa;:t tribe;:, eat lime and lwtelnut. '· En a" i,.; the word 
for peace on this riYer. Some of them went up stream before UR aud brought us a few m1ripc banaHa><. 
J;'ood did not ,;eem to be abundant with them. \Ve saw no other villagn that dny, and cmnped at nigl1t in 
a small taro garden, which was, when we landed, very nearl;v· above water. 

On the forenoon of the uth we met two or three :;mall canoe~, but the occup:mt~ tied. ~\ 1noon we 
reached a small house on the left bank, on clrv land, about a foot nboYc water, in a cocoanut groYe, an<l 
only half a mile from a village of half a score of hom;cs on the right lxtnk. Before lunch was finiHhcd 
about a score of natiY\'S were induced to come to Ufl on frirndl.~- term><. 'l'hcy brought us eocoanuts, 
taro, and Rugar-cane. They called tl1e river J\Iusa--somctinw;; .Mut><eha or ~lus;t 'l'abota. It i~ not 
impro1Jable that "JUusa" mean:o; "the rive1·." 'l'hey were fairly ;;trong men, hut many suffered from 
ringworm and hydrocele. ·when w« landed at the village one of thPm bronght ll~ a preRrnt of pig ~kl1l1s. 
This village has n tree platform, and a palisade at tltp ~;id<' of t•aRiest accc·,:~. A mile further up there is 
another sma11 village at which we \Yerc kiudlr rec(~iyed in a h0avy downpom· of rain. 'l'lwy bnry their 
dead in the vilhtge and cover the graYe with a neatly thatched eugc·. 'J'hey wi:;lwd to ~ell u~ jade adzes, 
elaypots, and sago for beads and plane-irons. \Ve had agaill to eamp iu a "d turo garden. 

Sunday, 8th April, we ~'<pent eamped in :ot ~mall 1aro gardcu, b:trely above wate1'. 1'he1·e were elear 
indicatiom of a natiye popnlntion in the district, hut the peTman0nt ltbodeH aw• no doubt 011 the dry land 
near and on the ~:~pnrH of :Mo1mt Victory. 'l'hi;; place was in latitude soutJ1 !) rlegree::~ Hi minute;; 9 ;;eeonds, 
and longitude east 148 degrees 52 minute~:~ app1·oximate. 

On the 9th some natiYe caHoe:;: eamc up the rircr aftoc u~< and :<cemed wry friendlY but were shv, 
probably frightened by the boyfi :;hooting the white-et•estcd Goura pigeon, which vi" very pl0ntifnl on tl~e 
:1\fnsa. \Ye ~onlrlnot find ally dry lrmd on whi(·h to huwh, and hatl to build a platform to get out of the 
water. At night wo rettchcd our highest cmnp, about thirty -fi\·e mil0:< from the ;:ea. 'l'hc ri\·cr was there 
three fathom" deep and had fallen about three feet below the lop of thP hank before it was uwaHurcd. It 
was about eighty to 100 yard!' wide, and had a em-rc•nt of from two to t hreo knot~. The bauks were 
there begilmin~ to ri,.;e, and tlw dmnnel of the rin~r wnH only then becoming ~uffieie11t to eontain all .it~ 
water. 'l'he forest con:;i;;ted of very lnrge treC'R. The pol'ition of thi~ higlH·~t point \\WI latitude ~outh 
l) dc~ees l9 minutes 10 Heconds, and longitude en~t LLS (lcgrce~ ;}8 minute~ approximate. Our eamp 
was in a la.rge garden, and we were eYidently on the margin of the set1l0d country, when we had to turn 
baek. The natin•K were aU friendlv as we rleKcencled the rin•1>, and >H'l'e anxion;; to trade with H~<. On 
the Mu~a the people ex(·el in making' natiYe (·loth, lll<tll,Y specimen;; of whieh >H'l'C' obtained for the public 
colledion, ~ome with taHtnful dc~ign~. 

Their pottery i~< bo\Yl-~lmped, and Ol'lliUlWili<'d hy ekl1ing~< with the of a ;:hell. 'l'lw 
people were de~<irous of on friendly term;.; with u:<, hut each \'illage ;:(•t•m>~ to be 011 the alert against 
a native snrpriF!C'. Kothing ean be ~<aid at pr0s1.mt a;; to tlw ntlne of the nppcr ~fu;;a, but the lower 
portion Reem,.; to be pr:wtically worth leHs. 

19. On tl1e llth I left the mouth of the !fu,;t in the whaleboat, towed br the •· M.orrie :England." 
N ~r Porlock Bay we picked up M I'. Mm·eton and hi;; pn,l'ty. His report of tlw'ir examination of 'Mount 
Victory is annexed hereto. At night we camped on the beach opposite Hard:· lHland. Here we wore 
Tisited by probably 200 or 300 friendly nati~t·~, the large population oeenpying the Hpur:; of JHmmt 
TJ;afalgar being now aeeustomed to onr visits. They brought us food and were ve1·y keen on trading. 

It had been arranged that we 14hould me0t the party of ~'fr. G ni,;e and J\h .. A rmit at Dakc1, or i11 

thttt vicini-ty, on the 12th April. 
I lantled at Dako at 2 p.m. of that day and found 1lwrc three young men from the :iV(aibim di;:triet, 

who had arrived about an honr before me with a note from 1\fr. Guise to indicate where they were. 'l'hcre 
could be no better proof than thi;; of the beneficial influence of the party on the uativeH of that part of 
tho country, for these three young men had come alone, halfway nearly to }lai,ina, their hereditary 
enemies, to meet me at Dako, having had no aomm1mication with me for nearly Hi:t wooh. 
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Next dav the llarls arrived ai D:tko, accompanit•d bv a. considerable number of natives and two 
important chief's. Not oilly had these nativeR learned to reHpcct and trust the white man, but they had 
nJso been taught the accomplishment of smoking tobacco, formerly unknown to them. The position of 
the Dako Poiut. 'm~ found to bo Ia.titndP Aontlt !) rlcgre<'H ::18 minmc•8 10 Recond1:1. aJHl longitndn PaRt 
149 dt>gree~ 2.) miuntP>< 5() !'CCond~. . 

On tl10 14th the :;;tPanwr towc•d the hoai>< ttJ PhiHip" HarlJOHJ'. and a party wa~; HCIIt to Yisit lVIai"ina 
and to warn them tu not iut0rf0re with their neigl1bours in fu!nre. H appc:trl" that they repudiated the 
idt>a of making war on other~. bni the warning rloe;; not ;;e0m to lmw' made a deep impression on Home of 
tl1em, as one man "tole <'Omething from the boat and ~lwok hi::< ~;pear at a congtable that wont after him. 
The men of the comtabnlary have been ~o frequently admoni,;lwd to not use their weapons except in casC' 
of urgent necesHity that thiH bravo thic·f 'm" suffered to l'Hcape, wl1ic:h wry probably would not have been 
the ease had I hccn there myself. IJ would hare been profitable to J\laisina to witness the example then 
that will Rm<'ly l1aY<' to lw put lwfore them ~oouer ot· later. \V c w0re vi~ite(l at PhillijlS Harbour by the 
chief and people of pro bahly all the village:,: of that neighbourhood. Some Yen remarkable pottery was 
obtained at Mai~ina for the pnblie eollt'ction. Tl10 pieee~< are howl-~hapctl and have on the outRide raised 
design:<, al'l if a ~mall eord had been half iu;;ertcd into the clay and lc•ft there. 'l'l1is rai~ed form of deRign 
i~< tho only example I l1are Reen of 1·elief m·nanHmtatlon in Pa1man pottery. 

20. As tht"re had bt"cn 110 danguo feYPJ' on the ;;teamer a.fter the ht April the ve~sel was well 
cleansed and fumigated on the 13th nnd 14th, aud was admitted to pratique on the 15th. 

Next day we, after tonehiug at I pote (Cape Y ogel), landed Ihbuna at hi~< own Paiwa village. 
People began to assemble at the landing-place a~ soon a~ he left the ~hip fm· the shore. Before he landed 
the women began to cry, one of them exdaiming "lfy sou, my Km!." V{hen he reached the men they 
cried, and finally Rabuna and his soH, who had accompanied him, ericd. ~u first one might have thought 
they had lost Rome l1eloved rclathe (lming hil'l ahst"uce, but all the~<e tears were exprcsl'>ive of joy and 
not of sorrow. X o doubt thifl ~will add greatly to hi>~ prestige in the district, bnt any ascondam~y he may 
have earned will be safe in his handK, for he f'eem~ to have become a, very respectable and trustworthy 
man. The 1'anpota men, who were spoken of very favourably by Mr. Gui1'le, were all landed at lwme in 
good health and l'!pirits. A call wall made at IV edan to give the Rev. )fr. King some inform~ttion reRpccting 
the reeent examination of parts of the Anglican mis~ion field, and to preHs on bim the mgent ueces!:lity 
for expansion in their establi"hments if they intend to really occupy the north-east coa~t. 

On the following day we reaehPcl Samarai and found all well tlH'rc. 
l have, &c., 

To HiR :Excellency Kir Henry 1\Tvlie KormmJ. G.C.B., H.C.M.G .. &c., 
• • B~~mn~ · 

WJH. :VL\CGREGOR 

~Enclosure to DPspatclt No. 10.] 
British New Guin0a. 

Dedole, :30th .April, 1894. 
Srn,.-1 ham ilw honour io report that, on leaving you ali the mouth of the 1\lusa Ri,-er on the 

8n1 April, J proceeded, aeeording 10 in~truetion>', with the whaleboat and a l'l'C'W of Pight boys to Porlock 
Hay, to l1a1·e :t look at what appeared 10 us fl-om the steanwr a mud riYer, coming tlown from between 
}Iount Trafalgar and }\fount Yictory, a]l(l also to st"e what probability there was of reaching the top of 
]}fount Yietory floom that ~ide, and to do ~o if poRsiblt•. I arrived at Porlock Bay that afternoon, and 
left the l'amp on tlw beaeh next moming with ;;:ix of the cre'"• heading inland about clouth-east. The 
country at fir~;~t llU~HC'd oyer is perfel't]y flat fm· wme two or three miles and covered with sand. A thick 
growt it of long reedy grass ro,·eJ·~ this Hat, inter8eeted with open ;,paces and with dead trees here and 
iheJ'('. At o1w ><pot !lwre had bec•n a ('O(·oanni grow, but the tr('CR were all killed. \Ve follow(•d up a 
;<hallow ~tream. the \\'<t1rr .iu~t con•ring th(• :<and for .~ome yards wide,--very heavy worl\ from the number 
uf quiek:<and;.;, \V,. thc>n 1riPd the gm::<s ridge;.:, hoping to make a xhort eut am·os~ a be>nd of tlJC stream, 
hnt \YPre glad 1tJ get hal·k io the lwd of the r;trPam. The soil on thc;;e ridges was good and wa11abies 
mnneron:o;. N' e:xl day wt; follmYe•l up thl' "'tn,am, which rapidly R~~mned the aspect of a torrent :weraging 
"mne ten yardH wide. Thi,; hnd to be et•ot<><ed and l'el:ro:o;,;ed m1merous time~, and that with g1·eat difficulty. 
Thi" day the dry lH'd of the ~trcam. J should :<ay. nscragcd OH'l' aoo yards wide, and wax eompo:sed of 
~<and, ;;hingle, aml honlders. Speeimem of tlws<> 1 hare forwal'(ied to Mr .• lack, Gover·nment Geologist. 
About one mile ahoyp our (camp wa::; an i><lrmd of one and a-half miles long. \Ve camped in the ewmiug 
some flix mik,; in a ~traight line' from tlw boat. During the night we had heavy rain, so that in the 
moruin;; tlw torrent was "o "wnlkn, and wlmf.. with a toneh of fever, I remain0d in eamp. On the 
following· day \YC l'Ontinned up lhP bed for ~omethiug over a mile; here the bed narrowed consider:tbly. 
A lmtlleb coming in on our right from Monnt Vid.m·y we followed, intending to get on to the spur further 
un, hut wn wero ~oon hloekc·d by a watctfnll. \Vc tried to dimh 0!1 to the ridge here, but it was :so steev 
that wP got part of the \ray Hll and had to rPturn. \Vo then got on to the ;.;pur from nearer tlw 
j mwtion preYionsly mc·ntionetl, hut after going :o;ome di,.taneo wPrP ag-ain blocked in same manner. I then 
trie<l the main lmmeh, whid1 Roon llHJ'J'mrcd into a gorge terminating in a wate1·fall ~ome forty feet high 
bringing down nearly as mnl'h gran•l and !"and a;< water. 1 sent a boy up a shelving rock to see what 
pl'o~pcet there was of tnelding l\Ionnt Vietory in tl1at dircdion, but he reported ·'No good." Some 
lmndre<l ~·a.J'(h; lwlow this tiH•n• "a~ a hol-\\<lter ::<tr('am coming out of tl1e bank on the }Taunt Victory 
Hide, iu whidt 'm~ n blarl> fungu~ with a yellow con'ring; :;omo of this I have also :;pnt dmYn. l<'inding 
the impos"ihility of gettiH!.!; np iH thi~ !lin•(•tion. W<~ retJ'll.CC'd om steps to the old camp intell(ling to try the 
I'!Jlllr at the baek, and np "·hi eh \I<· r<tartefl HC'Xt morning. 'l'his "Jllll' Wl' could see was praetict~ble for a 
good di~tall('C up. bnt impradicahle fnrtlH•r on, alHl therefore i1wtt>ad nf waHting time and energy on an 
impui<f<ihility, I rc·tnrm•d to camp, aml Ktarted back for the hoat, baYing r<'ally done nothing oxct>pt picking 
ll[l :• fpw geologil·al "peeinwnR and 1<nti:>fyiug mpelf that to attempt the aReent of J\Tount Victory in 
futme J Khoultl tr.1· tlw IH'BlC'l'll Hide·, although ihc•ro i" <t "pur leading down to the creek some milefl below 
our camp whielt might po~sibly lw of u"e. 

\\r c had wut \H'ather tbronglwut, and only :;aw the tops on tlw morning of the 8th, w!1en there 
appeared to be more steam coming out, and from more place~ than I had Jlreviously seeJl from a distane~::. 
l washed several dishes of dirt from different gnllie><, but ('Ollld not raise 1t colour of gold. 

I ha.ve, &e., 
Hifl Honour Sir Wm. 1\Iacgregor, M.D., KC.M.G., ~f. H. :MORETON. 

Port Moresby. 




