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APPENDIX F.
DESPATCH REPORTING VISIT OF INSPECTION TO THE NORTH-EAST COAST.

No. 19.] Baili, 30th April, 1894.

S1r,~~1 have the houour to report that I left Samarai on the 24th February on a visit to the North-
East Coast of the Possession. The same day we reached Wedau, the headquarters of the Anglican
Mission, and found all well and quiet there.

A dozen men were engaged at Tanpota and two volunteered at Wedau to act as carriers for inland
iravelling. The Taupota people had acted in the same capacity before, when Mr. Moreton and Mr.
Maitland went towards the main range from Collingwood Bay, and were on this last occasion all engaged
and shipped in a few minutes.

2. On the 25th T landed at Paiwa, and invited Rabuna, the chicf and rural constable of that district,
to be of the party. He ecame readily, with his son, and was of much use as a willing worker and concilia-
tory interpreter.

With the lannch and whaleboat 1 made on the 26th and 27th a traverse of the coast from Ipote
(Cape Vogel) to Dako (Fir-tree Point). On this part of the coast there is a fringe of mangrove, with
irregular shore reefs.  In the mangrove bights thero arc a great many sinall coral islands that cannot be
seen from a vessel passing two or three miles from the coast. These afford numervous places of shelter
for small trading eraft in all weathers. There are no villages ncar the beach. Behind the mangrove
frontage there are twenty or thirty miles of low rolling hills before the main range is reached.  On these,
many of which are grass covered, there are numbers of food gardens, giving evidence of the presence of a
very considerable population. Small fresh-water crecks are of frequent oceurrence, but none of any
importance open there,

3. A party, consisting of Mr. Guise and Mr. Armit, with carriers, had been prepared to examine
some portion of the main range in this divection. They weve landed at Dako Creck on the 26th and were
proceeding to work their way frowm that point towards the mountains. On the 27th, however, I came on
the Mobiri Creek, which I went up sufficiently far to see that the country therc was well populated, and
that the creek went within half a hozen miles of the foot of the nearest monntain, Manedo, On the 27th
arrangenients were made to land the party on the Mobiri Creck, and they left for that on the 28th, In
the afternoon I received a note from Mr. Guisc saying that the natives were numerous and unfriendly, and
objected to the presence or passage of the party. A iriendly chicf, however, came to the steamer and I
went with him to the camp on Mobin, at a place called Pibubu. As soon as we mirived there this chief
was sent with friendly messages to others, accompanied by Rabuua and by the sergeant of constabulary.
Soon after this some natives arrived at Pibubu with food for sale, and professed to leave us on friendly
terms, and to be willing to bring us food next day. On the following morning I went ahead with some
local natives, Rabuna, and the sergeant. We soon met a large number of natives on the way to our camp
at Pibubu, with two or three pigs and other food. They helped to carry the baggage.

After a march of about three miles we reached the village of Mapama, consisting of some seven or
eight houses. The men of this place that had not already joined us were there; but the women and
children were absent. The men were unarmed. They asked us to pass o village some half a mile beyond
Mapama without entering it, and this was done accordingly. About a mile further on we came to the
Kwagira River, a mountain stream, two feet decp, and about sixty yards wide, but with a bed some 150 to
200 yards across. It is evidently subject to heavy floods. It opens into the sea about a mile and a-half
south of Dako Point. This was about fonr and a-half miles from Pibubu Camp. A headquarter camp
was placed on the left side of this river on a convenient vidge. There T was visited by a large number
of natives, all of whom appeared to be very friendly, aud willmg to assist the party with food and trans-
port. I had not met anywhere less suspicious natives, or more willing carriers,

4. All the land we crossed between Pibubu and the Kwagira was deep alluvial forest land, but more
or less wet or swamypy at several places. The men are deeidedly smaller than Gulf men, but larger than
eastern island men as a rule. They are of a hrown colour. They wear the hair in tags or ringlets, but a
part over the forehead is cut short or shaved off ; they have whiskers ronnd the cheek and under the chin,
but all hair except the eyelashes is removed from the face. They do not tattoo, but have raised cicatricial
marks over the deltoid. The legs are very seraggy. They wear a perineal band of wulberry cloth painted
black, brown, and yellow, and girdles of matwork about an inch and a-half broad, plaited without an end.
They are made to fit ko tightly that it is difficult to gel them over the hips, Some have shell necklaces
and pendants, but the most conmmon ornament is an armlet consisting of a complete seetion cnt out of the
shell of the cocoanut. They complained of the hostile disposition of the Maisina tribe, and showed mo the
remaing of a small village on the Mobiri burned by that sept in one of their inenrsions a year or two ago.

In the bed of the Kwagira no quartz was noticed, but there are curious gray striped blue and whito
stones that seem, sowme of them at least, to be carried from the jade deposits. All the adzes of these people
are of jade; they call it sapiru.  The occurrence of this article among the Cloudy Bay natives was noticed
three or four years ago. Tt now appears that it is brought across the main range from the Manefo
digtriet.

5. The natives on and near Dako were friendly, some of them going on board the steamer. They
brought food for sale, but they are not free from suspicion of Buropeans,

6. On the 5th Mareh we reached the anchorage at the wmouth of the first viver north of the Clyde
of the charts, Inmy despatch, No. 38, of 24th October, 1893, it was stated that observations taken under
ciremustances that were not quite favourable, had shown the mouth of this river fo be in latitude
7 degrees 58 wminutes 80 secouds, and thus inside German territory. Renewed obgervations now give
from ten pairs of meridian stars the latitude of 7 degrees 58 minubes 27 scconds. It must, therefore, be
accepted, until a wixed commission lays down the boundary, that the lower portion of this viver i beyond
British jurisdiction. Captain Jones went up it some seven or cight miles, where it was forty or fifty
yards wide, aud found that it takes a south-west course, which after three or four miles would take it
mto British territory. There are not a few scattored houses or small groups of houses on it ; but there
is no large village as far as it was examined. The natives are naked, of a dark brouze colour. They wear
the hair in ringlets and remove it from the face. They have ornaments of Job’s tears, carrings of
turtle shell, and head ruffs of cassowary feathers; while spears of palmwood, gothic-shaped shields nearly
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three feet long and covercd by canc matwork, and stone clubs constitute their arms. Their canoes are of
one piece, well shaped with gracctul lines, aud arc carefully made and well finished, and painted a reddish
brown. They have a small outrigger at a large distance from the hull, and are very fast.

‘When we anchored at the mouth of this river, which they seemed to call Tkore, I was still under
the impression that it might be wholly in this Possession, but seeing that the lower three or four miles
was not so, it was decided to not exanine any further portion of it, as the upper portion could only be
reached by travelling overland from the Clyde mouth,

7. On the 7th I weut to the mouth of the Mambare River, of which the Clyde is one opening, to
land coal for the steam lanueh and fo seleet a headquarters camp.  On returning to the steamer it became
known that the Tkore natives, who had in the morning visited our camp in a friendly manner fo sell food,
had, after the Europeans left, stolen a rifle, a pouch, two blankets, &e., and that several canoes were
drawn up at the first bend of the river, apparently with hostile intentions.  As that part of the river was
beyond our jurisdiction I ordered the immediate withdrawal of those of our party that remained eamped
on the beach, and the aveidauce of any collivion with the natives. Next morning we landed at the month
of the Mambare, some two miles inside our boundary, and began the examination of that river.

The north-west opening of the Mambare, called “The Clyde” on the Admiralty charts, is about a
wile aud a-half from the prineiple mouth of that viver. After o winding course of about two and a-half
miles “The Clyde” brought us into the main chanunel, The Mambare is abont 150 yards wide with a
current of from one to two kiots in the lower reaches.  The first three or fowr miles lics through low land
covered by sago trees, paudanus, breadfruit trees, palins, mangrove, and forest trees. Gardens were met
with at less than four miles up; and at abont five miles a group of three small villages was reached. The
gardens are well cleared and weeded ; the cultivation good.  They plant taro, sugar-cane, edible hibiscus,
yams, and bananas, but they have no tobaceo, papaya, nor pompkin. Al those that had been down the
river at work in their gardens fled np stream before us, paddiing with all their might, some standing others
sitting.  Omn reaching the fiest village they seized spears, shiclds, and other property, and assembled at the
most distant of the three. 'We landed at the first, about hialf o mile from the furthest, and put on a pole
a piece of turkey red and a planc-ivon, making the usual overtures of peace. Several of the men got
three or four dry cocoanuts each to offer us, but as we approached all fled except one man, who was
agcompanied by a youth, apparently his son,

The elder man put his fingers in his cars and performed on the bank a high “ pas scul,” consisting
of three hops to the right and three to the left, to the music of his own voice. This welcome he continued
ndustriously until we passed, breaking off only sufficiently long to pick up a small knife I threw him,
while the younger one put some cocounnts into the water for us. We did not land there. Several recent
clearings were passed a few miles above these villages, but the people at work concealed themselves uutil
we passed them, and then came to the bank and shouted to us,

About four miles above the villages there is a ledge of rocks runs half-way across the stream,
which might be dangcrous to navigation if one did not know of its existence, as its top is below the
surface of the water. Tu the afternoon we were overtaking two or three canoes that were proceeding up
the river, apparently on a trading or visiting excursion.  Those in the nearest one threw overboard a pig
in a cage, shields, claypots, pandanus leaf mats, &e., and paddled for bare life until they found a suitable
place into which to dvaw the canoe.

During the day we passed many fine fields of sago trees, aud some good alluvial land, but the
bauks were not more than three or four feet above the viver, which was then considerably flooded.

We pitched camp about a score of miles from the sea, with two or three large clearings in view in
front of us. Soon afterwards a number of natives appeared ou the bend of the river, about a mile and
a-half distant from us, and they were gradually encouraged down to nearly opposite us, when they were
visited by the boat, and some mild trading was started. They left on friendly terms, and said they would
return in the moruing with food for us.

Next day we received an carly visit from the owner of the place on which we were encamped, and
from the chicf of the tribe of the district.  Both became very friendly and hospitable, and were very well
treated by us.  The chicf was greatly delighted with a present of a tomahawk. They sold us more food,
chiefly tavo. "We reached their village in the forenoon, but the men we had met down the river had not
reached home, o that all those in the village fled ax we landed.

At the lower portion of the village they had put a taboo to prevent us from landing. This
consisted of long poles stuck into the edge of the bank supporting a string some four or five feet from
the ground, with tufts of green grass suspended on it at intervals of three or four yards. This they had
not done at the upper portion of the village, where we landed,

There was a considerable grove of cocoanut and betel palms about the village, which contained
about thirty houses. The houscs are rounded at cach end, apparvently each large enough for one family.
They are covered in down to the ground, so that there is a ground floor, and then a platform on which
the people live, about five feet from the ground. In ornamental shrubs they have only erotons, some of
which are remarkably fine. On onc iree in the village were threc human skulls and parts of their
skeletons, all of very small size for adult boues; and on a tree close to them were a certain number of
pigs’ skallx,  They had a great many canoes, cach able o carry from four to six men. Three or four
miles further up we reached another village of a dozen houses.  The string and grass taboo had been put
up there to preveut ws from landing.  There was no person in the village, but we saw three men about half
a mile up the viver.  Ou the right «ide, opposite the village, there wax a picce of wlingle beach, on which
were some eanoes i process of construetion, being made under a roof to protect the workers from the
sun.  We did not enter the village, but tied a small bit of red cloth and a plane-ivon to one of the taboo
poles.  When we had got a quarter of a mile from the village a race way started by the three men we had
secn, down the river for the red cloth. A man appeared from near the eanoces, who seemed almost certain
to beat them, when another stepped out of the “ bush ™ from behind the houses and earried off the prize.

A man followed us up the river, overtaking us by catting off the bends, and expressed his feelings
by alternately dancing and perorating, cxeeuting his dance with much graece, holding his lime botile m
one hand and his bag net with pocket gear in the other. A few miles further up we came to a group of
small villages, the largest of which had about a dozen houses in & small grove of cocoanut trees. The
people had all fled, but we landed and left the usual small present.
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Among the other small articles of food that had been brought in for the evening meal was somo
ordinary watercress. It was not seen by us at any other place on this coast. On the banks in front of
these villages were some bushes of crotons of a light vellow colour of extraovdinary beanty, conspicuous
as far as they could be scen up and down the river; but they had no other ornamental shrubs. The
inhabitants must have been very ncar when we were in the village, and have found the present left for
them very soou after we were gone, as on rounding the corner a number of men and women were on the
bank near two or three houses, and the men began to dance their * strathspey” and to chant as soon as
we appeared. Those that had spears, &c., at onee took them away out of sight, and a boy that appearcd
with a stone club in his haund was promptly slapped by a matronly woman and driven iuto the scrub
behind.

At about half-past threc in the afternoon we reached a large village on the left bank, above and below
which were many large taro gurdens.  Before we got up to this place a number of young men armed with
shields, spears, and stone elubs performed a peculiar dance in which they ran about in short curves and
shouted after the manner of a young dog that has just found its master. It is not clear whether this was
by way of welcome or defiance.

As the river was a quarter of a mile broad there and shallow at the side next the village T went in
there with my light draught river boat. The greater portion of the people waded out to meet us, and
were very exuberant in their demonstrations of wonder and excitement. The men had laid aside their
weapons, but were most vrofusely ornamented with jewellery of shells, pigs’ teeth, Job's tears, cassowary
feathers, red seeds, and bones. The women had some of them a modest necklace or two, a few of them a
uarrow matwork belt round the waist, but as a vule they wore nothing else, and did not appear to feel
that anything further was required. But the withered beldames were an exception ; they wore a cloth of
mulberry bark. The wakedness of the men challenged attention so little on aceount of the quantity of
showy jewellery they wore that it was not offensive.

A sight for a camp was selected on the right hank half-way betwecn this village and another one
already in sight about a couple of miles further up. At our camp we were visited by people from each,
some of whom assisted to form camp, while others left to bring us food. About nine at night an orator
came from the upper village and harangued us, and he was followed by a fluent speaker from the lower
tribe. Unfortunately, however, we did not understand one word they said. Tu this district there is much
very fine alluvial soil, but the resident population already on if is large.

8. In the morning a wumber of natives came to sell articles at our camyp, but the string and grass
faboo had been erected before we reached the first large village above. The greater number of the men
seized their spears and shiclds and rushed away into the scrub, but many remained and did not carry
arms. The oceupants of two or three other small villages higher up had also run away ou our approach,
but we saw several natives out at work who shouted “Orokaiva.” At two scores of miles the banks are
six or cight feet high, presenting much very fine alluvial land with forest trees so high that our shooting
boys usually returned empty-handed because their guns could not kill a hird on the tops of those trecs.
Up to this distanrce the river had always had a channel at least one or two fathoms deep, but at about two
seore miles, on the 9th, we found theve was not suflicient water to fake the launch, drawing ncarly four
feet, over the rapids. 'We had therefore to leave her there in latitude south 8 degrees 25 miutes
30 seconds and longitude east 147 degrees 54 minutes 25 seconds. Half a dozen canoes followed us up
to this point. The river is still known in that district as Mambare, and the great mountain north of us
they called Wasi or Wasi-gororo.

9. On the 11th we went up the river about half a dozen miles in the boats. The launch was left
at the lower cnd of an island, which we at first supposed to be the junction of two rivers, and a boat
consequently took cach brauch, but they met again after about a mile, The river then became a succession
of deep pools and powerful rapids, which were ascended with great difficully.  There were little wooded
hills on each side, and the river bottom was covered by shingle and boulders of slate, quartz, granite, and
other rock.  There were no villages.  On the 12th, when near noon, we reached some rapids up which a
boat could be taken only at great risk, so it was determined to not hazard them. Colours of gold could
be found in the river wash, and Mr. Moreton and Captain Hennessy got colours of gold next day among
the low hills near the camp, but they did not reach the spurs of the great mounntain Wasl.

The climate in that district was very fine.  There was a fotal absenec of mosquitoes and sandflies;
and at night it was, even then, deeidedly cold, especially towards the morning.  Buf the fine agricultural
land mostly ceases where the rapids begin.  When we returned. down stream on the 14th I started with
my boat, leaving the lanmch to follow when ready. T soon began to meet many people, all coming up
the river in holiday attire, with quantities of cooked taro and pork. They wished to assure me it was
for wus, or in honour of ocur avrival. They were certainly all holding high festival for some reason or
other, and they were very friendly. Some of the people, especially wowen, left the villages as we passed,
but none was completely deserted on any part of the river.

‘We stopped some time at two of the largest villages. At one we were kindly received by the
chief, to whom I had presented a tomahawk on the way up. A number of the people ran away at first,
but most of them soon came back, and brought us some” food and other things. One haggard old wasted
woman made herself very conspicuous by beating her breast and uttering hysterical imprecations, calling
on us excitedly to be off. She was, however, quite ready to interrupt this to aceept a few glass beads
from me. and then to do some advantageous trading; but it seemed to be a public duty imposed on her
fo always resume her objurgations, although gradually in a lower key. At another village we landed for
half an hour, and some of our men and a number of the villagers joined heartily in choral glee dances, to
the great delight and amusement of everybody.

On the forenoon of the 15th we reached the lowest group of their vilages. Several canoes full
of people that had been up the river at work fled down before us, but most, if not all, of them eame on
to the village when we were there.  Several men received us quietly, and in a friendly manner. Three
or four old women, lean and worn by age, in jackets of network, and Job's tears, and who were privileged
o wear each a picce of cloth, appeared in the first village, and beat their breasts, squealing, howling, and
lamenting, apparently in order that we should at once leave ; but the other women, who did not consider
any dress or ornament necessary, were quiet and friendly, and brought ws food, among it being some
sago, bhe first offered to us on the river.
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10. On the Mambare the password is “orokaiva,” which seems to moan “man of peace.” It, at
all events, puts one on a friendly footing. The stone adze they ecall “dto,” and they give the same name
to & tomahawk or a plane-iron.

Like the tribes on the Gulf of Papua they use indifferently “b” and “m,” and call a stone club
either “ame” or “abe.”” Their stone adze is wade of basalt. Their pottery is thick and ill-prepared,
devoid of ornament, and genorally of a bluut conieal shape. The only diseases noticed were—tines
desquamans, elephantiasis, ophthalmix, and swollen glands.

It is very remarkable that on the Mambare there grow greab numbers of sago trees, but that the
natives hardly use it. There are hundreds of fine vipe sago trees lying half in the river rotting away,
totally unused.

The natives scem to be remarkably industrious and very fond of agriculture. Their gardens are
large enough and sufficiently well eultivated to feed the whole population without sagos

, The great number of the canves they possess is also very striking. There eannot be fewer than
three or four canoes for each house on the river.

No doubt some good land for European cultivation could be obtained without interfering with
native occupation. The natives wonld in all probability welcome such settlement so long as they were
faivly treated. '

11. On the night of the 15th observations were made at Mitre Rock in fine weather. In my
despatch No. 58, of 24th October, 1893, it was stated that the position of the rock was in latitude
south 8 degrees 8 minutes; of the observations then made half were in bad weather, and they were
believed to be only approximate.

The recent observations made under 1ore favourable circumstances give the latitude as 8 degrees
2 niinutes 50 seconds, which praetically, in round numbers, still makes Mitre Rock threc miles inside
the northern boundary of the British jurisdietion. The same night we camped in the head of Douglas
Harbour, where there is very fair anchorage.

12. On the 16th a run of four and a-half hours of the launch brought us to the mouth of a small
viver called Ope or Opera, into which we took the launch and boats. Observations made at night showed
the mouth of the Ope to be in latitude sonth 8 degrees 18 minutes 16 seconds and longitnde east
148 degrees 11 minutes 25 seconds, It is conveniently placed for watering ships, and will be of some
value to the trader. Natives soon began to join us at the mouth of the Ope, and in an hour or two there
was assembled a great ecrowd of men, women, aud boys. We took the launch half a score of miles up it.
Tts mouth bears 260 degrees to the top of the hill called Gumbo, or Gumboro, which is three-fourths of
mile distant, This hill is about 600 feet high, and is a conspicuous object to vessels traversing the eoast
from the south. It is composed of a rock that looks like saudstone to the naked eye, but may be voleanie
ash or metamorphic. A large part of it is cultivated, and on the inland end there arc several clumps of
trecs and small villages. On the Ope the men arc naked, but the women wear a petticoat of native
cloth. They were anxious to exchange stone clubs for tomahawks, and were very friendly. In appearance
they closely resemble the Mambare people, and have in some degree the same dancing proclivities. The
Ope is a sluggish river, confaining swamp water unmixed with mountain streams. 1t is fifty or sixty
yards broad and about two fathoms deep.

There are two or three villages on it before it reaches the foot of Gumboro, which it skirts on its
south.west side for two or three miles, and then winds away to the south-west. The first half-dozen miles
grows much sago, but after that the banks rise two or three feet at most places and are cultivated here
and there. Therc ave apparently many villages on its upper reaches. Numbers of natives followed us
two or three miles up the Ope, on the Gumboro side, with spears and stone clubs, ornamented with wreaths
of convolvalus, erotons, and red hibiscus. To judge from their dancing, singing, and shouting, they wero
very friendly. Several canoes followed us up the river, and returned with us. This place is undoubtedly the
centre of a considerable population.  The Rev. A. Maclaren intended to station a European missionary there.

13. On the 17th we camped at the wmouth of the Kumusi River, in latitude south 8 degrees
28 minutes, and longitude eagt 148 degrees 16 minutes. There is an apparent creek mouth about a mile
and a-half north of the Kumusi. It seems to be ouly a “spillwater” from that river. The river boat
conld not get mto it. Tt was decided to leave the second boat at the mouth of the river with the larger
portion of our stores, and to examine the Kumusi with only the river boat and the steam launch, provided
with four days’ coal. The natives of the district came to our camp and were quite friendly, but showed
they would steal whenever they conld. A strong guard was therefore left in charge of the camp. T
consisted of Papuan wembers of the counstabulary, who, as is so often the case, were no mateh for their
wilder countrymen, who stole their rice, panniking, &e., out of their tent during the night.

On the 1sth we began the ascout of the Kumusi. It has a bar at the mouth on which we found
only four feet of water. The fivst four miles Hes through swamps, in and near which are many sago
trees.  After that the banks rise a few feet and there are many gardens. These belong to natives that
live near the coast, and disappear altogether half a score of miles from the sea, and then there are no
signs of oceupation for the next dozen miles, when a village of six houses is reached. The current was
by that time about three knots, and there were many snags in the river. Two or three canoes were met
but the occupants afl fled, exeept one old man, who rvemained to pick up a small bit of red cloth. We
eamped at a place in latitude 8 degrees 28 minutes 30 seconds, and longitude 148 degrees 1 minute. In
this district much of the land was still low, but there were areas of fine alluvial deposits here and there.

On the 19th a further ascent of about fiffeen miles was made. At several places there was only
about a fathom of water at rapid parts of the river. Many fine fields of sago trees were passed, but as
the trees are too close together and never cleared many of them ave small.  The country was still too low
for European cultivation. Two or three small native settlements were passed, but the population was not
numerous on that part of the river.

We camped at the foot of the first small hill on the river, about 300 feet high, and composed of a
greenish-coloured lava. Next forenoon found the banks of the river rising, and our presence was soon
discovered to natives of the district, who, however, do not live close to the river. Conch shells were
blown in the forest, and the whole district was evidently alarmed. A large well-beaten path was noticed
leading inland from the river, and socon after we passed this landing, some young men appeared there,
dressed in war panoply, waving and posturing their shields, and plunging and charging with their spears,
while they shouted what scemed a defiance.

D
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Many eanoces had been drawn to the banks and left there before we came up.  Two fled up the
river before us, one occupied by a man and a woman, the other by one man. They left us behind. A
mile or two further up, a band of young wen appeared on the high bank, on the north side, brandishing
spears and shields. They retired, however, before we quite reached them, but we left a small present
suspended there for them. A mile or two above this the lauuch grounded in frying to keep as well out
of the current as possible. We failed in our efforts to get her off.  Shortly after this mishap, one of the
men that had fled up the viver before us, appeared on the left bank, soon followed by others. In afew
minutes several scores of men and women arrived al the bank on the same side, right opposite to us.
The men carried generally a spear and a shield each, with a woman behind him bearing two or’three spears.
The women were able-bodied, and uuaccompanied by children or small boys. Appareutly they were
simply armour-bearers. The small present we had left below was already working 1 our favour. The
two canoes that fled up the river were gradually encouraged to come out to the launch, and our boat,
after being well spat npon by wmen that had clhiewed scented bark for that purpose, was permitted to
approach those on the left bank. The river was there about 150 yards wide and from three to four feet
deep between the launch and the left bank, while it was probably about two fathoms on the other side,
and running at threc or four knots an hour.

Soon after three or four of these people had been induced to come out to the launch with the view
of helping us to push her off, armed natives began to appear on the right bank. They had evidently come
there for imunediate action. Their faces were blackened and their heads ornamented with feathers,
shells, &c. They rushed up to the edge of the bank brandishing their spears and plunging them towards
the earth. The man that first came out to us was a conspicuous being. He suffered from the
unusual deformity of having two large semi-globular growths symmetrically placed, one on
each groin. They were cach as large as a simall shaddock, and as the scrotum was enlarged
to the same size, this gave him a somewhat weird figure. e appeared to enjoy special authority
among the people, and he caused the newcomers in a few words to lay aside thely weapons.  But one of
them without waiting for this jummped into the river in full armour to make straight for the launch; he
soon found that he required his hands for other purposes than wiclding spear and shield, and he had
to let those go to save himself from dvowning ingloviously. When thexe people from the right bank
reached the lauuch the weird-looking man passed each of thew under his leg and dipped them in the
water. Whether this was a form of pacification between the two tribes, or a protection to those thus
purified against our evil eve, it is at present imposxible to say. Many men and some women eame to the
launch eventually and pulled and pushed, but failed to get her afloat. They were paid in beads and
beeane quite friendly, aud promised to briug us much food next day. This some of them did carly in
the morning, until a party of three or fovr sold us a few cocoanuts and stole them back again, which
frightened away the others, who feared reprisals.

14. During the night of the 19th the river rosc and floated the launch off. I determined then to
not risk the vessel by going further up the river, although the country was very inviting.

The natives were an interesting people. 1In colour they are from a light to a dark bronze. They
are not remarkably poworful men, but are of fair physique for Papuans. A few wear their hair cut
short and frizzled, but most of them have it in tags with fibre or leaves plaited into the loose ends.
They have good square, rather high, forcheads; cyes of a fair size and hazel i colour. The nose is like
that of Port Moresby, but rather shorter, and the nostrils slightly coarser; the mouth is large, the chin
small, the cheeks and chest flat.  On the head some had rufts of fibre; they had necklaces of dogs’ teeth
and of shells or Job's tears. ln the septum of the nose they wear no peneil, but instead of it a fow
beads or a bit of flat shell. The women and the men wear cloth of mulberry bark, They bave tinea
desquamans; aud a few cases of clephautiasis were sceu; there were several cases of the sluggish
superficial uleerations so common in the Pacifie, and whieh theve, as here, seldomn if ever affect the
glands. Their canoes were nearly the same as those on the Tkore and Mambare Rivers, but smaller.
They use both pole and paddle on the river.

Iron they did not know. They use the swme small gothic shicld as on the Mambave, but o fow
examples were noticed of the great shield of Ovangeric Bay. The palmwood spear has a square-shaped
sharp end, with barbs on one side only. 7They have stone clubs of twe forms, the disc and the pineapple
pattern, all made of basalt. The stone adze is of the same material. Their pottery is thick, plain, and
the picces of the quaint shape of a crueible. They have no tobacco in their gardens, and did not know
it. This district was without exception the most attractive one 1 have seen in New Guinea. There were
large flats of fine alluvial land on the river, covered by forest and apparently above flood mark.

These flats rest on a sandy substratum which has at some time been river bed. At about half a
dozen miles distance there was the neavest great mountain of the central mam range. Between us
and the great mountains were mumerous rolling wooded hills, with intervening flate and small mountain
streams. The air was delightfully cool and puve at night.  All the swampy country had been left miles
behind, The population is apparently large and ecaxy to gain over. The seenery is fine. 1t was with
real reluctance that we turued ouv back on this distrier.  The furthest point rveached was by traverse
about forty.six miles from the sea, and about Iatitude south § degrees 33 minutes, and longitude cast
148 degrees 1 minute.

15. On the 2Ist, when deseending the river at about cleven miles from the sea, the lannch stenck
a snay concealed under the surlace so completely that the water did not show avipple over it. The bow
jumped out of the water and immediately began to settle down, the craft having evidently received
mortal wound somewhere below.  She was divected to the bank, which was only a few yards distant, but
it was steep, though soft, and within three or four minutes the launch sank in water so deep that the
funnel could not be seen. A few things were got out of her before she went down, and in a quarter of
an hour we were under way to the sea in the river boat, the only one we had taken with us. This little
eraft had taken us over thousands of wmiles of viver navigation, aud some of us had been so long
accustomed to be served by her that there was not wanting sympathy with a Toaripi wember of the
constabulary that put carth on his face because, lic said, ¥ The *Ruby’ is dead.” 'We reached the coast the
same night. Al the natives we saw descendiug the river were friendly; at several places they had
collected a few coecanuts, &e., to give ws. "We found all well at the camyp at the river mouth ; but we
had henceforth to do our travelling m the whale and river boat down an open unprotected coast.
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16. On the 23rd we crossed Gona Bay in weather so bad that in the river boat we had no
alternative but to go before the wind., We did not land until we reached the south corner of the bay.
From the small islands there a recf runs out for aboug half a mile in a northerly direction, so that a good
harbour for small evaft is formed Detween this reet and the shore.  Thix might also, on closer examiqation,
be found to be a good anchorage for large vessels. A considerable number of natives were seen in the
head of a bay in that distriet, but they did not then come to us.  Owr camp was made at the mouth of
the Basari River, which opens into the sea at latitnde 8 degrees 837 minutes 40 scconds, and in longitude
148 degrees 16 wminutes 30 secouds approximate.

Next day we went up the Basari some three or four miles in the river boat. 1t is fresh water at
the mouth, and scems to contain hill drainage principally from the northern aspect of the Hydrographer’s
Range. We saw no louses or natives on it. At firet the banks ave low and swampy, but at three miles
up stream they are three or four feet above the water, and present some fine alluvial forest-clad land,
suitable for cultivation. About three-fourths of a mile from the sea there is a small clump of cocoanut
trees, which were loaded with fruit.  This seemed to be the site of a former village. The Basari is from
forty to sixty yards wide, and was there about two feet deep.

On returning to camp, where a number of men and the second boat had been left, we found twenty
or thirty natives there.  They had already stolen, but had restored, a red blanket, although they had been
there only a few miuutes. They were all strong men and had come down prepared for hostilities, armed
with spears, shields, aud clubs, and painted with white stripes of lime, alternating with yellow clay. There
is 1o village on the beach between the Basari and the Oro tribe, so that these people must occupy the
country between the Basari and the north-cast end of the Hydrographer’s Range. Next day, in passing
along the coast towards Cape Endaiadere, we saw a greal crowd of these natives, probably two or three
handred, and including women and childven, on the way to our Basari camp, evidently to trade with us, as
they carried cocoanuts and other articles.  Unfortunately we could not sparve time to run up the bay to
meet them as the weather looked threatening and the coast at that place did not offer shelter for the boat.
It was, however, quite clear that in that distriet, which from the sca appears totally without inhabitants,
there is a large and peacefully disposed population, ansious to enter into relations with the trader. It is
noteworthy that there is a reef at least a mile long runmng out in a north-easterly direction from
Endaiadere Point, and that between it and the shore there would be good shelter for vessels of any size in
the south-east season.

The same day we reached the Cape Sudest of the charts, so named by D'Entrecasteaux. Somewhat
to o surprise we found a river of considerable size opening there. It has in fact formed the point where
it debouches, like many of the other rivers on this coast. The name of this river, which was there some
cighty yards broad and about two feet deep, is Tambokovo or Sambokoro, for the natives of the distriet use
indifferently “s” and “t” in many words.

Unfortunately a boat could not cross the bar at its mouth. The position of Cape Sudest was found to
be latitude south 8 degrees 44 minutes, and longitude cast 148 degrecs 25 minutes 30 scconds approximate,

The Basari is evidently formed by drainage from the nearest part of the Hydrographer's Range.

Next morning we received a friendly visit from some of the Oro people who were out fishing along
the coast, The aspect of the weather did not allow us to call at the Oro viliages, the beach of which is
quite open to the ocean, so we continued owr way to a pleasantly situated bay some seven or cight miles
south of Oifabama. This bay appears to form a usetul little harbour. A small ereck opens into it, the
water of which is fresh af about half a mnile from the sea.  Theve are wo villages now on the beach, but
several were visible ou the spurs of the rauge, a mile or two distant.  This bay is in latitude south 9 degrees
0 minutes 43 seconds, and longitude east 148 degrees 27 minutes approximate.

17. As we pulled across Ketekerua Bay on the 27th we were invited to land, but deemed it
desivable to get on to Kevoto Point before the wind should get up.  The Kevoto Creek opens at this point.
1t is about eighty yards wide, but is brackish for a wile or two up its muddy course. Its position is
latitude south 9 degrees 4 minutes 55 seconds, and longitude east 148 degrees 33 minutes approximate.

Trom this point the Ketckerua villages were visited. The uatives were found to be very friendly
and willing to sell us food. Half a mile north-west from Kevoto Point a ereek opens called Umunda,
which brings down a good deal of fresh water to the sea. The Umunda was examined for two or three
miles on the 28th by Mr. Moreton and Captain Hennessy,  They found no villages, and that the country
was 80 low and swampy as to be uscless.  The Kovoto, at half a mile, divides into two brauches ; a lagoon
about two hundred yards wide, which could be seen running along the mangroves for about a eouple of
miles i1 a direction pavallel to the coast, and a smaller branch, which was followed up for about four
miles.

Its banks are low, growing sago, mangrove, pandanus, and forest trees. The district is too low
and wet for ordinary European cultivation.  No natives live on it

18, On the 29th we went from Kevoto along the coast to the wouth of the Musa River. On this
part of the coast there is no native settlement. The greater portion of the country eonsists of mangrove
swamp with a sandy sea beach, along which there is generally a fringe of casuarina trees. Theve are
several wide openings of brackish creeks which would afford shelter 1o boats, which could, however, he
drawn ap at mauy or most places along the coast,

We wailed ai the mouth of the Musa for the arvival of the © Merrie England,” and were visited
there by a number of friendly-disposed natives, who eame from the foot of Mount Victory. The steaner
arrived from Cooktown and Port Moresby on the 1st April, but in quarantine on account of dangue
fever and measles.  Most of the men on hoard had alveady suffered from the former discase during the
voyage, and one was still ill. No direct communication could therefore be held with the ship, but mails
were landed and fumigated.

On the 3rd April T began the examination of the Musa River in the river boat. accompanied by
Captain Hennessy. Mr. Morcton went with the vest of the party to visit Mount Vietory.

The northern mouth of the Musa meets the southern braneh at about a mile from the sea. We
made vver half a dozen miles the first day, but could find no dry land to camp on. The river was flooded
and the whole country covered by a few inches of water. The trecs consisted of mangroves, palms,
pandanus, a few bread-fruit, and forest trees, but there were few sago trees. One large fishing camp was
passed, the floors of the houses about tive feet above the water, but there was no permanent settlement
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The country passed through on the second day was very little higher or drier, and at night we had
to camp in a small taro garden, through which water was rununing in all directions. There were no
permanent native setvlements. At one point we scemed to pass only four or five miles from the neavest
peaks of Mount Vietory. There does not appear to be any existing erater there. 1t has three principal
summits, the south-western one of which is at present quiescent. On the other two there ave ashy-
looking deposits among #he rocks, with numerous large fumeroles giving out httle spiral clouds of smoke.
It seems to closely resemble the little hills deseribed in my despateh, No. 538, of 2.4th October, 1893, as met
with in Seymour Bay, There bas not long ago been a thin forest of faiv-sized trees on the tops of the
mountain, but they arve now all dead, and reduced chiefly to dry truuks and stumps. It could be ascended
from the west side.

On the 5th three or four native canoes appeared at the bend of the river above us; cach contained
some four or five men got up for battle. They hesitated on secing our demonstrations of peace, and a
woman who wag in one canoe made a man take a pandanus mat and wave it to ns in reply to our red flag.
On rounding the corner we found a new unfinished village of seven houses.  They were bult on posts about
five feet high, with low side walls and good sago-leaf roofs. Their gardens were young, and the scttlement
wag evidently a recent one, The land all round it was very low, and water ran over the bank from the
river and through, below, and between the houses. The most conspicuous objects were two shelter plat-
forms on a tree, at about fifty and sixty feet respectively from the gromnd. These were reached by an
excellent and ingeniously constructed ladder. 1t consisted of six long eanes, cach about an inch in
diameter. They are arranged in pairs eighteen inches apart. They are attached to tree stumps below, and
to branches of the platform tree above, halfway hetween the two platforms.  The canes of each pair cross
each other, and a stick about two inches in diameter and four feet long is laid into the three angles formed
by the crossing canes ; this forms the step.  The canes then cross in the oppesite diveetion over the step
to form angles for the next step, and so on. It is therefore rveally a woven ladder, and one of great
strength and very neat, without tyings of any kind save at the ends. The platforms are apparently only a
retreat for the spearmen, whence they could with safety to themselves throw their missiles on an enemy
sacking the houses.

Most of the people fled up the river in canves, but a few remained to receive us in the village.
They have the small gothic shield covered by woven cane, common to this part of the country, palmwood
gpears, stone clubs, and adzes of jade. Men and women wear a native ¢loth.  The men have the hair long
and hanging down the back. They are of good physique, but many suffer severely from ringworm. They
use elaypots for cooking, and like all the north-east coast tribes, eat Jime and betelnut.  * Ena’ is the word
for peace on this river. Some of them went up stream before us and brought us a few nuripe bananas.
Food did not seem to be abundant with them.  We saw no other village that day, and camped at night in
a small taro garden, which was, when we landed, very nearly above water.

On the forenoon of the 6th we met two or three small eances, but the oceupants fled. At noon we
reached a small house on the left bank, on drvy land, about a foot above water, in a cocoanut grove, and
puly half a mile from a village of half a score of houses on the right bank. Before luneh was finished
about a score of natives were induced to come to us on friendly terms. They brought us cocoanuts,
taro, and sngar-cane. They called the river Musa—sometimes Mutscha or Musa Tabota. It ig not
improbable that “Musa™ means “the river” They were fairly strong men, but many suffered from
ringworm aud hydroccle.  'When we landed at the village one of them bronght us a present of pig skulls.
This village has a tree platform, and a palisade at the side of casiest accoss. A mile further up there is
another small village at which we were kindly received in a heavy downponr of rain.  They bury their
dead in the village and cover the grave with a neatly thatched cage. They wished to sell us jade adzes,
claypots, and sago for beads and plane-irons.  We had again to camp in a wet taro garden.

Sunday, Sth April, we spent camped in a small taro gavden, bavely above water. Theve were clear
indications of a native population in the distviet, but the permanent abodes are no donbt on the dry land
near and on the spurs of Monut Victory. This place was i latitude south 9 degrees 16 minutes 9 seconds,
and longitude east 148 degrees 52 minutes approximate.

On the 9th some native canoes came up the river after us and xcemed very friendly bui were shy,
probably frightened by the hoys shooting the white-crested Goura pigeon, which is very plentiful on the
Musa. We conld not find any dry Jand on which to lunch, and had to build a platform {o get ont of the
water, At might wo reached our highest camp, about thirty-five miles from the sea.  The river was there
three fathoms deep and had fallen about three feet below the top of the hank before it was measuved. It
was about eighty to 100 yards wide, and bhad a ciwvrent of from two to three knots. The bauks were
there beginning to rise, and the channel of the river was only then beeoming suflicicut to contain all its
water. The forest cousisted of very large trees.  The position of this highest point was latitude south
9 degrecs 10 minutes 10 seconds, and longitude cast 148 degrees 53 minutes approximate. Our camp
was in a large garden, and we were cvidently on the margin ot the settled country, when we had to turn
back. The natives were all friendly as we descended the river, and were anxious to trade with ns. On
the Musa the people excel in making native cloth, many specimens of which were obtained for the public |
colleetion, some with very tasteful designs.

Their pottery is often bowl-shaped, and omamented by etehings with the edge of a shell. The
people were desirous of being on friendly terms with us, but esch village scems to be on the alert against
a unative surprise, Nothing can be said at present as to the value of the npper Musa, but the lower
portion seems to be practically worthless.

19. On the 1ith I left the mouth of the Musa in the whalcboat, towed by the * Merrie England.”
Near Porlock Bay we picked up Mr. Moreton aud his party.  His report of their examination of Mount
Vietory is annexed hereto. At night we camped on the beach opposite Hardy Tsland.  Here we were
visited by probably 200 or 300 friendly natives, the large population oceupyving the spurs of Monnt
Trafalgar being now accustomed to our visits.  They brought us food and were very keen on trading.

It had been arranged that we should mect the party of Mr. Guise and Mr. Avmit at Dako, or in
that vicinsty, on the 12th April.

T landed at Dako at 2 p.m. of that day and found there three young men from the Maibira distvict,
who had arrived about an hour before me with a note from Mr. Guise to indicate where they were. There
could be no better proof than this of the beneficial influence of the party on the natives of that part of
the country, for these three young men had come aloue, halfway nearly to Maisina, their hereditary
encmics, to meet me at Dako, having had no eommunication with me for nearly six woeks,
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Next day the parly arrived at Dako, accompanied by a considerable number of natives and two
important chiefs. Not only had these natives learned to respect and trust the white man, but they had
also been taught the accomplishment of smoking tobacco, formerly unknown to them, The position of
the Dako Peiut was found to be latitude soutl 9 degrees 33 wminutes 10 seconds. and longitude east
149 degrees 23 minutes 56 seconds,

On the 14th the steamer towed the boats to Phillips Harbour, and a party was sent 1o visit Maising
and to warn them tu not intertere with their neighbours in futire.  IL appears that they repudiated the
idea of making war on others, bnt the warning does not seem to have made a deep impression on some of
them, as one man stole something from the boat and shook hix spear at a constable that went after him.
The men of the constabulary have been so frequently admonished to not use their weapous except in case
of urgent necessity that this bravo thief was suffered to vseape, which very probably would not have been
the ease had 1 heen there myself. It would have been profitable to Maisina to witness the example then
that will surely have to be put before them sconer or later. 'We were visited at Phillips Harbour by the
chief and people of probably all the villages of that neighbourhood. Some very remarkable pottery was
obtained at Maisina for the public collection. The pieces are howl-shaped and have on the outside raised
designs, as if a small cord had been half inserted into the clay and left there. This raised form of desigu
i the only example 1 have scen of relief ornamentation in Papuan pottery.

20. As there had been no dangue fever on the steamer after the Ist April the vessel was well
cleansed and fumigated on the 18th and 14th, aud was admitted to pratique on the 15th.

Next day we, after touching at Ipote (Cape Vogel), landed Rabuna at his owu Paiwa village.
People began to assemble at the landing-place as soon as he left the ship for the shore.  Before he landed
the women Degan to ery, one of them exclaiming “ My sou, my son.”” ‘When he reached the men they
cried, and finally Rabuna and his son, who had accompanied him, cried. At fiest one might have thonght
they had lost some beloved relative during his absence, but all thesc tears were expressive of joy and
not of sorrow. No doubt this will add greatly to his prestige in the district, but auy ascendancy he may
have carned will be safe in his hauds, for ho scems to have become a very respectable and trustworthy
man.  The Taupota men, who were spoken of very favourably by Mr. Guise, were all landed at home in
good health and spirits. A eall was made at Wedan to give the Rev. Mr. King some information respecting
the recent examination of parts of the Anglican mission fleld, and to press on him the nrgent necessity
for expansion in their establishments if they intend to really oecupy the north-east coast.

On the following day we reached Samarai and found all well there.

T have, &c.,
To His Excellency Siv Henry Wylic Norman, G.C.B., G.C.M.G.. &c, WM, MACGREGOR.
Brisbane,

[ Enclosure to Despateh No. 19, ]
British New Guinea,
Dedecle, 30th April, 1894.

Sri,—1 have the honour to report that, on leaving you at the month of the Musa River on the
3vd Apnil, 1 proeceded, necording to Instructions, with the x\'{la—]ebmi' aud a ervew of eight boys to Porlock
Bay, to have a look ai what appeared 1o us from the steamer a mmd rviver, coning down from between
Mount Trafalgar and Mount Vietory, and also to see what probability there was of reaching the top of
Mount Victory from that side, and to do so if possible. Tarrived at Porlock Bay that afternoon, and
left the camp on the beach next morning with six of the crew, heading inland about south-east. The
country at first passed over is perfectly flat for some two or three miles and eovered with sand. A thick
growth of long reedy grass covers this flat, intersceted with open spaces and with dead 1rees here and
there. At one spot there had been a eovoannt grove, but the trees were all killed. 'We followed up a
shallow stream. the water just covering the sand for some yards wide--very heavy work from the number
of quicksands.  "We then tried the grass ridges, hoping to make a short cut across a bend of the streamn,
but were glad to get hack to the bed of the stremmn.  The soil on these ridges was good and wallabies
nmnncrous.  Next day we followed up the stream, which rapidly assumed the aspect of a torrent averaging
some ten yards wide.  Thix had to be erossed and recrossed mumerons times, and that with great difficulty.
This day the dry bed of the stream, I shonld say. averaged over 300 yards wide, and wus composed of
sand, shingle, aud boulders.  Specimens of these 1 have forwarded to Mr. Jack, Government Geologist.
About one mile above our camp wis an island of onc and a-half miles long.  "We camped in the evening
some six miles in a straight line from the boat.  During the night we had heavy raim, so that in the
morning the torrent was so swollen, and what with a touch of fever, I remamed in camp. On the
following day we continved up the bed for something over a mile; here the bed narrowed considerably.
A branch coming in on our right from Mouut Victory we followed, intending to get on to the spur further
on, but we were soon blocked by a watevfall.  We tried to climb on to the ridge here, but it was so steep
that we only got part of the way up and had to return. We then got on to the spur from nearer the
junetion previously mentioned, hut after going some distance were again blocked in same mauner., I then
tried the main branch, which soon narrowed into a gorge terminating in a waterfall some forty feet high
bringing down nearly ws nmeh gravel and sand as water. I sent a boy up a shelving rock to sce what
prospeet there was of tackling Mount Victory in that divection, but he veported *“No good.” Some
hundred yards helow this there was a hot-water stream coming out of the bank on the Mount Victory
side, in which was o black fungus with a yellow covering; some of this T have also sent down.  Finding
the impossibility of getting up i this direction, we retraced our steps to the old eamp intending to try the
spur at the back, and ap which we started next morning,  This spur we could see was practicable for a
good distance up, but impracticable farther on, and thevefore instead of wasting time and energy on an
mmpossibility, I returned to camp, and started back for the boat, having really done nothing except picking
np a fow geological specimens and satisfving myself that to attempt the ascent of Mount Vietory in
future T should try the western side, although there ix a spur leading down to the ereek sonie miles below
our eamp which might possibly be of usc.

We had wet weather throughout, and only saw the tops on the morning of the Sth, when there
appearcd to be more steam coming out, and from more places than 1 had previously seen from a distanee.
I washed soveral dishes of dirt from different gullies, but conld not raise a colour of gold.

. I have, &e,,
His Honour 8ir Wm. Maegregor, M.D,, K C.M.G., M. H. MORETON.
Port Moreshy.





