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APPENDIX C. 
DESPATCH REPORTING COXTINUA'riOX O:P VISIT OP INSPECTION TO EASTERN 

XND SOFTH-BASTERN DIVl~IONS CH' THB POSSESSION 

Oovt'rumeut H ous<>, Hritish New Guinea, 
No. 1.] 12th January, 1900. 
. ~IR,-Jn eoutinuation of my Dt'spateh Xo. 98, of l!lth December, 1899, reporting my dsit of 
m~peehon to the ]~astern and South-easiern Divisions, I have the honour to report that I arri1·rd in the 
"Merrie England" at the Amphlett Group on my way from the Trobriands to the uorth-eust coast 011 

Tuesday, the 19th December. 
EAS'L'EUX D!STTIICT. 

2. \Ve ;;topped at Urasi, a high pretty island ri~ing straight out of rery deep soundings, to get 
frtJsh water-, not having been able to get a suf:Jicit'nt or good supply at the Trobriands. Tber·e is a goocl 
wafer su~ply el~se to the village on the ca8tPI'll side of the i~laml, but the anchorage is not a good mw, 
and unsafe. We, howevt'r, alll·hored there as the weathPr \HIS fine. Accompanied hy Captain Barton 
and Captain }'eilden, A.D.C. to Lorcl Lamington, who is paying a visit to us while His Excellency is in 
England, I went acro~s to \Vamea hlaw!, and visited a village picture>quely built about 500 or 600 feet 
high, the ascent to which iR very steep up the stony bed of a dry watercour~e. The village is built on a 
narrow rol:ky saddle, sloping steeply npwnrd~ to the south. The people at. first showed signs of fear, and 
the chief, Tauretrmi, was not to be found in hiH hou8t>; hut confidetree was soon rt>slorerl. The homr·s 
are smallnml built on the rocks, the livi11g aeeonnnodation being a Emnll "attie." 'I he people lool\ed 
well and strong. The village is calll?d Drnmo-Dromn. \V c tlwn went to ~hoot pigeonR at a small conieal­
~haped i;;land, situated between thr two larger islantl~, Lut uearer to \Vamra. It apprars to be the 
roosting-place of Aocl\s of pigeons from all the 11eighbouring islands. 

3. All accideut to the machinery of the steamer delayed us at Urasi the next day, during which 
we completed watPrin?, and, with the rt't<t of our party, revisited PigPoll Island. The pigeons are 1 he 
black and white Torres Straits birdH and the blue pigrou. Captain B:n·ton shot a beautiful nicobaJ' 
pigeon with the blue-green-bronze plumngc·, white tail, and long neck feathers. l\fy frienrl the late Mr. If. 
1\omilly, formPrly Connni~sioner for Britrsh :New Guinea in the days of the l)rotectorate, gives a gooJ 
description of this island p1geon shooting in his book, "J;'rom my Verandah in :New Gnirwa." \\re 
secured a large number, but lllllst have lost many others in the thick scrub with which the little iRlet 
is d!:'mely covl?red, and al"o in the sea, thongh we picl;ed up r<evernl which fell there. Captain Harvey 
brought the steamer over from Urasi that evening, as the anchorage there is unsafe at night. There i::. a 
good one under \V am ea. 

4. We sailed the next morning, Thursday, 21st December, leaving l•'ergusson Island with the 
magnificPnt double cone of l\1ount Kilkerran on our left. Unfortunately the clouds covPred the tops of 
the mountains over both Fergusson and Goodenough IHlands, so that we did not see the wonderfully 
beautiful view we had the last time we passed through Moreshy Straits. ~Ir. Rothwcll, the chief officer, 
who has had much experience in the$e water!', conned U!l through a passage between the two islets in 
the Straits where it is marked on the chart "Dangerom•." The best chaunel, however, is the one 
betweep the westernmost islet aod Goodeuongh Island. 

As we were ~o do~e to the new \\"e~leyan Mission ~tation at Bwoidosa in Mud Bay, I decided to 
callin there and let Dr. Vauglmn gire tlte Hev. J\lr. J;'letcher c>ncouraging news of his wife, who had left 
there very ill and whom lw had been attendmg in Samarai. We accordin~ly put into the bay, and Mr. 
Hetcher came off to us. He was glad on other at·counts to see Dr. Vaughan, as he had two of his party 
down with sickness-:1\ir. Giew, a layman, who iR putting up the new l\fission House, and J emesa, a 
half-caste teacher from Fiji. He had. another Fijian teachel"ihere-haia, of Bau-and a third had died 
(Tevita,a native of 1\ioala, in Lan). ,Temesa's wife, a l<'ijian, and their young daughter were with him. 
They had recently come from J<'ij1 with some others for New Britain. I also saw the village constablE', 
who reported everything quiet. 

After Dr.Yaughan had finishl?d with his patients we re-embarlred and left for CapeVogel, sighting 
the brigantine" Ivanhoe" worldn!! out 0f H(>ymour Bay, where ~he had been for a load of sulphur from 
the sulphur field which wa>~ recently leased to :M:essr~. Burns, Philp, and Co., as reported in my Despatch 
No. 34, of 14th June, 18!J!l, paragraph 5. 

5. \Ve arrived in the evening at :vi ukawa, the Anglican Mission Station on Cape V ogel. Dr. 
Vaughan and I landed, and were met by Mr. Tomlinson, the layman in charge, and went up to the Mission 
Hou~e, which is now completed. It was in course of erection when I was last there with the Bishop. It 
is a la.rge, very comfortalde wooden house, bmlt on high piles; part of it is a chapeL There is a mm<t 
lovely view from it. The place i~ healthy, hut very much exposed to wind. I was ~lad to see Mr". 
Tomlinson looking quite as well as if she were in her own home in England. There are several small 
groups of native huts, forming separate village communities, in the immediate vicinity of the l\Iis~ion 
House, and the native;;, though they have begun to mal'e new gardens on the shore below, prefer t.1 
remain there; although they no longer fear ihe recurrence of the raids from l\laisena, in the upper part 
of Collingwood Bay. Their houses are very small and neatly built-quite unlike any others on the 
coa~t. They remind one of lire Indo-:\1alay huts with their little sharp gables and one end covered in, 
but open at the side, with the long, pile-supported eaves forming a miniature veranda. Owing to the 
efiects of the severe blow in December, 1K98, they were very ~:~hort of food, living on the root of a 
p:nticular kind of plantain which they cultivate for the purpose. '!'here were no sick cases for the 
doctor. 

On our way down to the boat we met a large party of natives from Biri.Duma-Duma, car-rying 
pigs alive and dc>ad, yams, and other food. Some uf the men were armed with long, narrow, sharp-edged 
sword-club~, like the old two-handed sword of the }fiddle Ages. These we had not seen before ; but 
there was no opportunity for getting one. They were very shy and nPrvous at meetiug us, but 1\lr-. 
Tomlin8on, who had visited th('ir vrllagt's (the home of the sorcerers of this district), met several 
acquainiances among them, who returm·d his greeting merrily. 

There appears to be a large tract of grass country which Mr. Tomlinson states is uninhabited, and 
which would be suitable for cattle, lying inland from the Cape. JY1r. Russell, who has to come here late I' 
to survey some blocks of land for the l\Iission and otl1ers, will, if possible, examine it. 
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6. Hi$ Honour ,Jud!!e \Vinter tried a ca::~e of child murder that evening. The facts were, l\lr. 
1'omlin~on told me, as follo;vs :-An unm:urierl ::;irl har{ given birth to a child in one of tho villages clo<e 
by the Mi~sion House, and M:r. 'l'ollllin<on heard that it h<t<l <li~;tppear•r:d. He found t!w ~eandmother 
and in:;isted on seeing it, or· ih; b 1dy. At last, afte\' ns~uring him sevr'!•;d time> that it was dear!, she took 
him to a garden in which a basket was hanging on a trdr, and while they were tho1·e he heard the child 
cry. 1'here was a second and older ha~lu•t hanging there too, but it wa" silent no\\', Taking down the 
one from which the cry proceeded he frlund the child unhurt, and took it b 1ck to it;, mother, as he had no 
meanR of nurturing so young a one at the station, bul he regrets now not hn.l'ing kept it .from he1·. lie 
tolol her he would come to see it in the lll'Jrning. R.et~trning late that night he fou.nd the woman suckling 
it, but in the morning ~he and the child had di~appeared, and Rhe wa« not seen again for :J, consid<•rable 
time, when she was found in one of the g-rmlem an I witlwu~ the ehilrl. J. woma11 informed him that she 
had seen the mother and grandmother kill it. The mothPr, who was committed by ]}fr. :\lorcton for its 
mur<ler, was una.ble to articulate from some phy.-ical defeet, and apparently did not understand the 
situati,HJ. The 1rial resulted in her being di~clmrgcrl. I was inforrn(~d that tbi~ 10s the secontl child of 
her~ which lms been made away with. The older ba~ket on the tree is sadly :;ig-niticant. 

7. Lying at anchor in the bay that night we saw the fi1•st lighthonBe in Ne\\· Guinea shining from 
the top of the "dog'8 hill" above lB. Tt has 1t largo ret\c;ctiHg lantern erl,~teJ by the l3Jshop on a 
wooden stand 223 feet above the sea, and is reported to have been ;wen at a di~tance oE f,,u rteen 
mile~. J\.h. Rniscll fixed it-frrJm the 8hip bv tJ>,wei'Re con112ction hom Obs(:naticm I~land (Ya.~i Ya~i)­
in latitnde !)" !37' 4011 !;outh; lon~it.nde Ufl 0 ;')!)' l;j" K.t.,;t. It no doubt will prove \'cry u~eful to Te~selil 
011 the coa~t. 

NonTHERS DBTilTCT. 

8. \Ve left early 11ext morning for Pm·lock Harbour, and went a,;hore that aftet'JHWll fo1· ~hooting. Porlock 
In addition to onr usual bag here, cluck, pigeon, and wallaby, Captain g,,rton got a llnipl•, of which we Hu~Jom-. 
saw a few. It appears to be the ~ame as the Enl!li~h "fnll ~nipe"; they are found here at this time of 
the year when migrating, but from wherwe or whither bonlHl we e1wnot say. 

H. \Ve left Porlock Harbour at ·~ a.m. on 2:~nl for the :Ylambare. \Ve grountled suddenly on a 
large patch alwuth twe11ty-five miles 'KS.E. of Gnmboro Hill (O]li Hi1·er). 1'he li~ht wa~ ver)' bad at 
the time, nnd the prttch did not show up bef<ll'e we were ou it. lt: appe:tred to he flat and composed of 
soft or dead coral, and the ship soon came oft it without apparent injury. We met the peculiar dark 
water of the Opi River a considerable distance from :;horc. 

10. We arrived at the mouth of the Mambn1·e the same aft~!rnnol!. :1\'ft>. Savory, who runs Mambal'e 
}le~srs. \\"hitten's petroleum launch on the riYer, irrtervit>wed me with rf•spect to obtaining a drawbaek ' 
o.f duty on ln'I\1sene lost out of the original tins bv leakage in transit or in store, amounting to a 
considerable quantity and causing serious lo~~. Mr. \\'llitten had alrendy applied for a remis:>ion of Juty 
on kerosene used for the launch on the gt'oLmd that the sen·ice wa~ nf publi(: benetit, but the Executive 
Council, to whom I Hubmitted his request, did not accede to it, and, indeed, I gaye him no hope that it 
would. I informed Mr. Savory that if on importation into Samarai the o:·iginal ca"e~ were found to be 
empty the fnct should be brought under the notice of the Sub-Collectnr, and. in sneh case duty would 
only be paid on ihe quantity actually landed, but that I could not arlvise any remi~l:lion of dnt,v on what 
migh~ be lost in store after landing, and that one way to prevent it l>'::ts to keep it in lockeJ. tanks-as we 
kept the kerosent> for the lighth,Juse.; in lhrlmlo:;~-aml nut. in the original tius, which :m:l \fery apt; to get 
perforated by injury or rust. 'L'he Government expt.wiences the Bau:e lo~s and in~onvenience in this 
article. 

11. l'he following day, Christmas Day, we proceeded up the river with the steam launch and 
three boats with stores, &c., and reached Tamata station the following evening, Rtopping at Apochi and 
Umi village.•, at the latter of which we found the Rev. l\:fr. Hitws, of the _'\nglican ~[isqion, in a very 
enfeebled state of health from fel'er and weakne~s, and by Dr. Vaughan',; advice J arranged to pi<'k him 
up on the way down and take him in the "Merrie England" to \Veclau. 'l'he mis~i m have OJWued this 
station 1<ince my last vi~it. Pending the decision of the ExPcntive Uouncil in thei1· applicatiOn for the 
Pile (which has since been granted to them), 1\fr Hinos and Hr. J:<'o,Jte-a lay member· who is with him­
were living in small canvas tents erected on pln.tforms near the ban I{ of the J•in•r. [ con~ider this to be 
a very unsuitable way of living for a European just come to this country in ,;ueh n chmate, in the wet 
Reason e~'<pecially. 1\:Ir. Hines had evidently suffered severely, ami was qllito unfit for any work. .Mr. 
p,,ote, who iR younge1· and acclimatis<:>d, ami whom we saw at 'l'amttht, lookrd in good health. If the 
mission is to do u~eful practical work amongst these native~ they nm~t sco that their agents live 
:mbstantiallv-I do not mean luxuriouslv-and be housed well. 'l'IH' tax ou the ordintHV eonstitutiou 
preclude" the same conditions of self-abnegation whieh a colder dimate will suppvrt, ~md the mo~t 
valuable and successful mission work is done by practical appli,•attOn of the ordiuary rull's of life. 

12. \Ve found that most of the villagers had gone to Tamaia ~talivn for Christmas Rports and 
merry-making, and we passed sever.tl canoes returning. their occupaHIS in man.v ea~e" adorned with thr,ir 
dancing masks and costumes, aml huge feather head-d1·es~<'S with tiams nr front lets of the "rf'at bPnks uf 
the hornbi!l. The people are rebuilding om thu river and planting lltl'g'll tar.J g:wdem.1 ror"'the supply of 
native food to t.he storekeepers and other employers of nati,·e lnbour, and many of them arc now car1~yin"' 
to the L{Oldfields-a three days' task, for whic·h they reeeive !k cash. The wage$ on the ri\•er are no1~ 
ls. a day, and the people are getting to understand the u~e of E,1gli~h golu anti silveJ' coins. It was 
rather unfortunate that the Anglic:m·MiR~inn should have introduepd new coppe1• eoin" at this moment, 
for the natives misconstrued their value, anJ, when they lli~covereu it, mi~construed the motives of the 
Mission. They are also puzzled to know why the sto1·ekeepers give them a much higher price for their 
labour or their produce than the Mi:<sion. 1 mention this because theRe matter<", trivial though they are 
in our eyes, assume much larger proportions in the eyes of the native~, and lend a corre;;p.mrlin"'IV 
increased importance to their dealings with others in everyday life. J was very much s:ruck with fh~ 
evident change of feeling on the river towards the l~r1ropeans and the Oovern;nent. One saw no ><ign 
of fear or even shyness where but a couple of years ago murder, puui~huwnt, and flight. were the eommon 
incidents of life. The cry of " Orokaiva " (pen.ee) which succeeded the war-crv, and the t~ilence of 
deserted solitude, has equally disappeared; it has becomo meaningless. • 
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I H. We found Mr. Arm it, the Resident Magistrate, and his assistant, l\Ir. Elliott, at the station, 
both in good health. A great deal of clearing and planting has been done since last year, and th<>re are 
nttJre th:m 30 acres under cultivation in the Go\'ernment Reserve, providing an abundance of Hcellent 
sweet potatoes, and materially lessening the col-lt of the keep of the station. Heavy rain fell after our 
arrival, and the stream came down in eonsidemble force, c:tusing us some anxiety for the safety of the 
launch and boats. 

lJ,. 'l'he next day His Honour the .Tudge held a Circuit Court for the trial of some civil appeal 
and Cl'iminal ca8es, and I had an interview with several of the diggers on the subject of the restarting of 
the hospital under medi~al supervision of the Government Medical Officer and a managing committee of 
themselves and one Government member. Dr. Vaughan has a. scheme for establishing a centrlJ,I ho!lpital 
at Samami, and two smaller branch hospitals at theW oodl:trk Gold Field and here, which I think will 
work well. The miners are quite willing, they say, to support it, and the Government will contribute an 
amount equivalent to their subscriptions received. They informed me that the health of both Europeans 
and native labourers was much improved; the chief difficulty is the means of reaching the new plaees 
where parties have found fresl-t prospects. Many of the dig-gers had already gone there, and a number 
were waitiug at the old Gira field for carriers to enable them to get on. 'rhere are two places, both on 
the tributaries to the Gira River, running from the spurs or off-sets of the Albert Edward Range. One 
of the~e, known as" l!'inegan's" or" Campion's," is miles beyond the Gira old store (twenty-four miles 
from Tamata). The other, twenty-five miles higher up the Gira, is twenty miles from the old store, or 
forty-four from Tamata. Mr. Armit had done what he could to improve the road to the old store, but the 
flood had washed away the logs and handrails by which the gullies and streams were bridged. I promised 
theut to do what was possible to improve the road and carry it on towards the new finds, but explained 
that 1 could not Rpend any large sum on a road to a distaut alluvial find until it was known if it was of 
a permanent chat•aeler. The pri\'atc reports T saw ~tnted that there wa~ nothing at present to warrant :t 
numhPr of men ~oing there, although one or two had made rieh lint!~. r n the evening rr number of m('ll 
from A poehi Yillage camr with their chief. They dauced, mul the weAteru policemen had one in return. 

15 .• The following day, 27th December, 1 held an executive committee fol' the consideration of 
applications for land, aud discu,..sed further the q ue~tion of dredging the 1\Iambare and Tamata rivers for 
gold, for which numerous applieations have be<>n made. Ail won as the new Regulations are finally 
passed and brought into effect, the river will be open for dredging, but fresh applications will have to be 
lodged under them, anti a reasouable interval will be given before bringing them into force, so that those 
who are not in the Possession, and who are awaiting the d<>ci,;ion of the Government, may have equal 
opportunity for lodging applications and taking up :1reM. ln the afternoou some of u:,; walked over to 
the .Mambare, the roa..l to which iA about ~~ mile and come:,; out on a pretty upper bend of the river. In 
the evening very heavy rain brought the 'l'amata Creek down again with great force, and the whaleboat;; 
had to be hauled inland. The stream flowed over its banks and flooded the gully underneath the 
magistrate's house. It will be necessary to rebuild this house next year, and an item will be placed on 
the next Estimate~. 

16. We left at fl a.m. on 2Hth for our return down the river; picked up the Rev. JYI{·. Hines at 
u mi, and arrived at the ship at 5 p.m. ; the river was high during the last part of the journey. l\fr. 
Armit and Mr. Elliott came down, the former to take back the balance of the stores we brought for the 
station, and the latter to proceed on leave of absence for three months, his duties being in the meanwhile 
performed by Mr. •r. H.ltohu, who was in charge of the hospital when I was last at the station. I left 
the new whaleboal, which was recently built at Brisbane, for the district with 1\ir. Armit. She seems 
to be a very good boat for the work, pulls and tmils well, and carries a great deal without drawing much 
water. Both she and my new whaleboat, also built there, are a great impro\·ement in the~e points on the 
former style of boat supplied to the Government.-

17. I l'(:'gret to report that Corporal lawa, in charge of the detachment of armed native 
(~oustabulary ~tationed at :JHambare Bay, died on the night of ollr arrival there-the 23rd. Captain 
Barton found him suffering from fever and wealmes~, nnd (leeided to take him back in the steamer. He 
had turned out on parade when the detachme11t was inspected, hut died that night, probably from the 
excitement cansf'd by the visit of the contingent of. eonstabulary from the "Murie England," who 
eam ped ashore with his detachment. He was buried next morning in the little cemetery adjoining, where 
Mr. Nhannhan, a former magistrate here, and anotlH'r member of the force lie. He was a. Western man 
from 1'uri-'l'nri anclleaves a young wirlow (from Hula) and a child, whom we will take with us. It was 
a very sad case, for had he not succumbed to the sudden overstrain he would in all probability have soon 
recovered and continued his good service in the Government. 

18. Mr. Russell and Mr. Armit were occupied the nexl morning with Busimaiwa on the subject 
of the purclntt~e of land ~tt the back for the purposes of a township, should, as is very probable, dredging 
the rivers for gold lead to a considerable development of the l\:lambarc and Gira districts. There is a 
pretty ridge of hill about half a mile inland from the beaeh which would make a good situation for a 
township, and Mr. Russell intends to return here Hhortly and survey it. On their return Mr. Armit 
informed me tha.t Busimaiwa lwd said that he and his people intended to move from the preRent village, 
Duira, which was very low-lying and wet, and resettle higher up the river, and that the Government 
could have whatever land it desired. 

19. \Ve sailed at Jtoon that day, 30th December, and anehor·ed that e\·ening off the Opi, and went 
ashore to sec Jur friend the chief, Tabe, whom we found at his village, Koila, where we were gladly 
welcomed. Tabe corn plained very much of the threats of a neighbour at :M.omonga, a village a little 
distance up the river, and requested that we would send and arrest him. T told him tha.t I wonld inform 
1\lr. Armit, the magistrate of the uistrict, who would visit him and sec into it, and it was arranged that 
'J'n be ~hould come hack with us in our bont to the steamer, and I would give him the letter there, which 
he would sencl round bv a canoe to the JYbmbare. He sermed smnewhat apprehensive of what might 
happen to his messen;icrs, as the Opi and l\inmb!lre people were encmie~. bitt he wns assured, now that 
GoYernment was established there, they would be safe. 1 may mention that among some of the recruits 



15 

For tlte con~tabnlary whom Captain llm·ton got at the ]}fambare was a son of !Busimaiwa, IVho:;e name i~ 
Pornta, a very fair and nice-looking youth whom we took with us to Koila. He was an object of 
consideraJ,le interest to the female portion of that communitv. Dressed 111 his uniform, they no doubt 
regnrJeJ him much in the 8arne light as the French girls did "the handsome Prussian uhian11 when they 
fir~t entered the villages of .\ l8ace and Lorraine. 

CAPE N HSON. 

20. \Vc proceeded next dn.v, Sunday, the 8lst, to Cape Nehon, where I intended to select a site Cape Xelsou. 
for the new Gm•ernmcnt Station. As I wi8he(l if possible to obtain the assistance of the Rev. ::\fr . 
. tbbot, of tl10 Anglican Mi~;;ion, who eould obtain interpreters for me, we wont first to the southem part 
oft he cape and anchored in one of the deep fjords or inlet:; which, Jikc the intervals between the 
lingers of the human hand, divide the cape into long, high, and gradually uarrowmg promontories running 
up to the spurs of Mount Trafalgar. 

21. The following morning, New 't"r.ar's Ihy, 1900, I tleRpatehed Dr. Vaughan aml Captain 
Bt~rton in the steam launch to \Vanigcla, Mr. _\bbot'H station in Col!irgwood Bay, and they returnerl 
that eveni11g with him atHl the villag<• conRtable of th''c di~trict as interpreter. When we were all together 
aaain our little di4ant band of the Queen of En,danu':,~ servantR did not omit to do what honour we 
c~uld to the New Year and to Our• Soverei;.;n, whose great reign hag spanned the day l1rH1 evening of 
one and the lllOrning of another eentul'y. 

22. \Ve spent the next two (lays explor·ing the severa.llurge inlets of the Cape. Captain Harvey 
was able to take the steamer to theil' l'er.Y head", affording us a unique opportunity of most lovelv and 
intere~ling scenery, and a 1·ery a8ef'ul objeet lcs~un to the nativeB, who might well have imagined that 
they were secure in the fn,;tnc~Res of their fjord~, which might alone appear accessible to their canoes. 
:L'he bC'auty of these" Fouud~." a8 they would bl' <:nlled in ~ew Zealand (and to most of which Captain 
[;'eilden Aatd they were 8Uperi~l-) woun take too long-and a better pen than mine-to dese!'ibe. The 
deep blue of the unruffled water rel1e<:ting the hi:I!t overhanging vr>getation, the pretty, conical points or 
islets crowned with coeoanut palms and lralf-hid(len huts, the ldgh, ><harp ridges of the mountain spur:~ 
beyond, and behind all, half-veiled in the dark volcani...- pcab of l\Iount Trafalgar lllHl Mount 
Victory, which from here are nearly in a line, fornr a picture of which only an arli:'t'H bl'Uslt could gi1·o a 
true conception. 

~!J. \-Ve found a largo population, wild and shy, but quickly amenable to paci!ic denwustatioHs. 
IN e got on friendly relation~ with all, and we visited some of the village!<. At one I was informed that 
a man had twice rai8ecl a spear bchiml our baeb, bllt one of the police with UR ;;igned to him to put it 
(lown, which he obeyed, anol joiued the other;; tn tobaeco-encouraged convers:ttion with UR. 1 was very 
glad to 0\ee and make friends with the three principal chiefs of the central and :;oouthcrn inlet>~, 'fcvari, of 
Iboru and 'l'ainalmna inlet~; Bubu, :t very old man, aml his elde8t son, of the same name, of' Tufi, 
and .Tari-.Tari, of Kofure Inlet. Ail these portiom of the Cape belong to the large .Kniri Kairi tribe, the 
northern portion to the 1\lokorn tribe, amonwt whom .Juga appl'ars to be the leading chief. Port 
Heunesscy, or Koroto, on the north-west sidP, i~< part of his diHtrict. :Further on, towards Porloek 
Harbour and the eountry behind it, arc the Okein, of whom the Cape Nelson people seem somewhat 
11fraid. 

:.!1. llinally decideol on the promontory lying between Tufi an(l Kofure inlets; it f:tees due ea~t, 
and ha::~ a small p:utially-woo(lell i;;let immediately opposite to it to Reaward, which appears to have 
originally formed part of the poillt. A low shallow reef connect~ the two, and the point shows sig-ns of 
attrition from the action of the sr>a. We founil it impossible to identify the places on the charts, which 
l'lll'Y considerably in nomet:clat ure anti tletail. The fixed ami relative poRitrons of Cape N ebon 
Promontory, Hardy [~latu1, }[acl.tren's Hnrbonr, are totally rliffer<.mt on two different charts we have. I 
do not venttu·o to express an opinion, but l will have the place r<•surveyed as soon a" an opportunity 
otl'ers. \V e found a capital :"ite, with a good frcRhwatet· ~;up ply and safe anchorage for ve:'l~els, aml a 
good landing place for boat". Before leavmg the Cape l went bad tbere aml infol'med the chi('fs that I 
required the pt·omontory for tl.e Govertllllent, and would pn,y the owners fur it, and that I flhould return 
in ahont three mont}HI, and establi~h a European rnagistmte and police there. 'rhcy at first expressed 
an.1·thing but a desire for thi~, anJ urged 80\'Pl':rl rca~ons agams~ it, but r explained to them that what 
the ( l-overnment hadcecided it meant to (lo, ami i bat if they !Jecnmo g:on(l ft·ieuds of the Gon'rnmcnt they 
would find it a rery good friend to them, and vice l'etSit, HJJU thev tinall_v appeared to accept the inevitable, 
and make the best of it. I shall not I)() in the least ~<nrprise(l if they turn out to be pcrfcctl:· friendly, and 
~ive us no trouble; or if they are qtlill' lhe opposite and bring Revere punishment on themselves. I 
have no intention of having any ball'-measurel' with them either way, or to leave them in doubt as to 
the power of the Oovemment to befriend and protect them or to put them down if they resist it. I 
hope and believe that they will become ns peaceable and friendly M any of the others now under its 
influence. 

:!;}. I had beforehand decided not to reopen the matter of Dr. Vaugban's recent affray with them. 
They had begun the hostilities, but, had p::~i<l for it by the lm8 of the life of the man lk Vaughan first 
shot. I was glnd to find from ::\[r. J\Loreton's inquiry and the information Mr. Abbot obtained that it 
1\":ts only one, not several as Dr. Vaughan reportt'd. I found that Dr. Vaughan's and the natives' version 
differt'd l'er.v materially as to the scene of the affair; he places it eons!derably to the south, tbcy to the 
immediate vicinity of the ~itc I selected for the station. ']'hey won• evidently rel1eved when I informe<l 
them that I con!'!idered the incident closed. 

2G . .l\Iy moetiug with the Uhief .Jari Jari was very peculiar. Whiie the ship was going from 
1'ufi l.nlet to Kefor·i I took the steam lamwh and a boat, and, with Mr. UusseU and 1\fr. Abbot and his 
interpreter, went to invo~tigate some of the smaller inlPts between, and while "oing up the off~:~et 
of .Kefori Fjord ll'e saw a solitary man in a canoe who was sendiug far-penetrating crh~s of eviu-ent warning 
and alarm to those on shore. The interpreter said he was telling them that we were coming to 
fight them, and dit·ecting them to send their women and cltilr.lrcn away. He paddled on without 
appeat·ing to be the least afraid of U8. I decided to go along,ide him and expbin his mil!takc to l'im, an<! 
tts we ~:;teamed near I hear .. l cries from the hills from th::>se who no doubt thought we were going to tako 
him. On coming alongilide l fouud him il pleasant·looking man, with an evident air of courage and 
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authority, and we all admired his pluck in his efforts to save his people without thought of himself. To 
my great satisfaction I found that he was the chief Jari .Tari. \Ve soon explained the position to him 
and made friends. I told him I shoul1l ~end a white officer among them, to whom he promised to be 
friendly. Captain Barton subsequently i11forwed me that he had seen him alongside the ship at Tufa. 
He came aboard her later in Kefori, and I made him a 8pecial present. 

27. We saw only one apparently hostile demonstration again8t as at 'reneure Inlet, immediately to 
the east of Port Hennessy. Steaming up it we saw a single canoe with a man and woman in it paddling 
f~.>,st ahead of us. As we drew near the man landed his mate, who disappPared into the bush. \Ve signed 
and called to him to come alongside, and that we were on a peaceful, not punitive, quest. He finally came 
off to us. Meanwhile, on the tops of the high grass ridges ana rocks above us, we saw men with their long 
spearswatching us intently. \\T e got a little too nrm· ths mangrove-fringed bight of the inlet and 
grounded on the soft mud. \Ve ~ent the ~tt·am launch, with a couple of armPd police in case of accident 
with a warp ashore, and the ~hip came oif din'\ctly, and we steamed out. Before we had gone far I saw a 
canoe coming after us, and stopped for them to come up, whereupon we made friends with them. \Ve 
went into Port Hennessy for the night, and they ca.uw across the intervening ridges to us there, when 
they traded freely their native food for tobacco. 

2tl. Leaving Cape ~el~on on :\Ionday, ard .January, we dropped Mr. Abbot into his canoe, which 
just then turued up from Wan:gela. I am very much indebted to him for Ills assistance to us in every 
way. I have arrange<i with him to get the W:tnigela pPople to build three good native hou~e8 on the 
new site by the end of :February, so that when T bring the new ma,;istmte and h1~ police they will have 
eomfortable quarters to go into while preparing for the erection of the permanent building•. The Cape 
N elwn people are evidently very poo1· hon8e-builders, and :i\Ir. A bhot ha8 taught his people how to b•.1ild 
good ones. They are, morrover, of the ~ame large tribe as the Cape Nelson natives, and are friendly 
with them. 

K~sTErtN DISTRICT. 

29. \Ve anehored at Cape Vogel that Pvening. The Rrv. ;}fr. Newton, from Wedau, and Mr. 
'l'omlinson came off. Mr. Tomhmon reported i hat ~ince my visit there, on 2bt December, he had heard 
that th!l illland Biri-cluma-dnma people (whom 1 reported, in paragraph 5 above, having met on our way 
from the Mis~ion House to the boat) had j<tst then killPd three per8ons of a neighb.mring tribe who had 
seclnc('d two of their women. He will send the particulars to Mr. Moreton, who will be instructed to 
visit the place and make inquiry. 'fwo cases of rape and a stealiug raid had also occurred in the 
neighbourhood since our visit. 

:{0. The next day we followed the contour of Go(Hlenough B'ly, a long, deep bay running in from 
Cape Vogel, then turning at a ;,harp angle down to Bartle B<ty. The total length of the two sides of 
the triangle which it forms i~ about 5;') miles. The contrast bt>twe(m them could not be greater. On the 
north side the country is woodrd, undulating, :md park·like, sloping gently to the sea. On the other, 
high, bare,gra~sy mountains rise precipiton~ly f1·om <t great depth, their sides furrowed with innumerable 
steep ridges, and the crest8 broken into a confusion of Rharp peaks and prceipices of most fantastic 
shapes. Behind them ru11s the great main range. 'l'h') gras~ allows the bare roek to show. One sees a 
mass of water-worn pebbles and l:tr!._\·e stones ccmente,[ inio conglomerate, and on oppo~ite sides of some 
huge crater-like chasms the strata ~re obliquely inclined from each othrr, showmg that some great 
convulsion has torn tLem apart. Mr. Winter thinks-and probably, as u~ual, correctly-that this 
formation is the npheaved bed of the sea, and that the softer part being gradually wa•hed away bv the 
action of rain has Jeft the harder portions to form these scarred and broken ridges. We took soundings 
in one or tVI"o plaees where we thought we might fi1Hl ~afe anchorages in the south-ea.;t season, and 
suc~:eeded in getting two good one8. There are abundance of streams with broad boulder-strewn courses, 
whi~:h show how great must be the volume of water discharged by them in h!lavy rains. 

:n. We stopped at Boian:1 in the bay, where the Anglican Mission have a station under the charge 
of Mr. Buchanan, a layman recently come tv the ?os,essinn. \Ye landed, and viHited the station and the 
villageR around it. The hou~es are built on the black sea-w·orn gravel, the sitleA ccming close down 
to the gronnd all round," to keep out the devils" Dr. Yaughan informed me. They are clean, but they 
bury their dead amongst the house~, which the magistrate must see to. Probably when a cemetery is 
marked out by him tht>re will be little trouble in getting them to mahe uso of it. A murdPr which 
oPcurred here last April will require h1s attention also. l shall instruct 1\fr. Moreton to vi8it the coast 
all alcng to beyond Cape Yogel allll settle the~e vari 1us matters before I return in March, when, if 
necesmry, I ~hall be able to render him asRistn nee. The reople ~re sufft>ring greatly here from searcity 
of food consequent on severe drought. 1\Ir. Buchanan informed me that the old men say they recollect 
two such oceurreuces beflll'e, but on those occa~ions tl1t>y wPre able to eke out a scanty subsistence by 
eating their neighbours, whereas now tht>y feel the pinch with increased severity. 

32. We arriYed that evening at W Pd:w, and Dr. Vaughan and I went up to the .Mission Station. 
"\Ye found Mr. Sage, a layman, in charge in the absence of the Rl'v. 1\:Ir. King, who was on his way back 
from Snmarai, and the Rev. lHr. 1\ ewton, who, as before stated, we had left at Cape Vogel. We left 
the Rev. Mr. Hir,ds here in good hands, alrPady looking much the better since h1s rescue from the 
.Mambare fevN and his stay on bo~atd. 1'he 8hip went round to anchor at Wamira, whither Dr. Vaughan 
and I follnwed in the boat, and vi8it ed Miss l\lu rray, in charge of the :Mis~ion ~tat ion there. Her brother, 
the R~v. Mr. Murray, is still in Au8tralia. Amongst the ladies at \Vedau I met Mrs. Ivens, the wife of 
one of the Mehnesian mr~~ion cler~y in the Snlomous, who8e acquaintance 1 had the pleasure of recently 
making at Port Moreshy when they were on their way through in the s.s. ".l\ioresby." 

:~m. \Ve left the next morning, the 3rd .January, and stopped off ~h. Kennerly's plantation, where 
l\lr. B.u•sell landed to see him about wuw land matters. We proceeded to 'l'aupota, where we found the 
Rev . .M:r. King and Mr. Dakers, the layman in charge. I visited the s~hool, and was glau to see how 
well the Sl'holars looked, though they, 11·ith the whole district, are suffering from short supplies of food. 
Capt::tin Bartou got several recruits for the c'on~tabulary here. 
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34. From Taupota we crof'sed Goschen Strails to Sewa Bay, a little to the north of Cape Prevost Norma.nby 
in Duau (Normanby Islund). It is a magnificent ~heet of land-locked water, about four miles at its Isla.nd. 
longest and three miles at its broadest part~. Its mouth is almost closed by l1ll island, at each end. of Sewa Bay. 
which i~ a narrow entrance facing south and west approximately. \Ye entered by the former, gettmg 
twenty fathoms in the passage, which i~ not more than 200 ynrds wide. 'l'he approach from seawards to 
it is marked by some outlying rocks, which show well above water. The bay is free from dangerous 
obstructions. \Ve steamed round it, finding secure anchorages in ten fathoms at either end, and 
anchored at thfl northern one. '!'he land to the south-east is high, completely sheltering the bay. The 
hills around are heavily timbered to the water's edge. 11here were a few huts in groups of two dotted 
about here and there. A few natives cmne off in canoes, aud appeared quite friendly. :From the number 
and extent of clP.arings for gardens there is apparently a considerable population located somewhere in 
the vicinity. It is possible that this might be a practicable site for the principal eastern township. If 
the harbour were on the mltinland near Samarai, which is already too small fot· its population, it would 
be invaluable. 

35. "\Ve left the next morning, 6th January, for Samarai, arriving there at noon. Finding a Sa.ma.rai. 
schooner on the point of leaviug for C'ooktown, I sent a telegram by her to Your Excellency reporting my 
arrival from the east and l\Iambare, the settlement of the Trobriand affair by :Mr. :Moreton, and my 
selection of a position at Cape Nelson for the new Government station. 

36. Captain Hnrvey procured a diving dress anrl sent the ship's carpenter down to examine the 
copper on the ship's bottom, and replace any that might have been damaged by contact with the coral 
patch I have reported. I am glad to say that the carpenter reported that none was torn off or injured. 
It was important to ascertain this at once as it will be some months before the ship could go to Brisbane 
to be docked, and copper must be replaced or renewed at once in order to prevent damage to the hull by 
the sea-worm. The carpenter is allowed the usual diver's pay of £1 a day (or part of a day), which 
Captain Harvey informed me is the rate in Australia, exclusive or the hire of the dress. 

I inspected the Go\'ernment ketch "Siui." Captain Harvey informea me that she will require to be 
overhauled for repairs as soon as possible, and advised that she be sent to Port Moresby to be put on the 
slip there and repaired by the Government carpenter instead of at Samarai. 

37. I received a numerously signed petition from persons who had lodged applications for dredging 
areas with the district wardens, asking that their applications might have priority over others. I replied 
that until there was a law sanctioning and legalising dredging here the Government could not entertain 
any applications, and that to do so would, as 1 hal'e before said, be most unfair to those who have been 
told by the Government to wait till the Regulations are passed before making application under it. The 
petitioners were evidently placing dredging claims, on which several thousands of pounds must be 
expended before a drc~dge can be worked on them, in the same category as alluvial claims, on which 
anyone with a miner's right, a pick, and a tin dish can set to work. I lmve no doubt that they thought 
they had acted rightly in lodging applications, and tbat they looked forward to a fair gain when the real 
dredging men came on the scene. Hut I declined, in my reply, to go beyond the legal and equitable 
position of the case. Two of the lletitioners called on me as a deputation-l\:lr Arbouin (manager of 
Messrs. Burns, Philp, and Co., at 8amarai, who is largely interested in all mining developments) and Mr. 
\V ebster (manager of a gold-mining company)-- to ask me to reconsidt:r my decision. At the conclusion 
of our interview, lYir. Arbouin frankly told me that, having heard the other side of the question, he was 
satislied that the view taken by the Government was a right one, and that he should teil the others so. 
Although a contrary expres,.,ion of opinion would not have altered my view, I am glad of this incident, 
as there was a very strong feeling that the Government had acted hardly-some said unfairly-in the 
matter. But of this my mind was quite clear: it would have acted most unfairly and wrongly to have 
taken anv other course. 

38. lYir. Russell remained at Samarai to carry out some survey work, and we left for Port Mores by Port Moresby. 
on the evening of the 9th, landing some returned carriers we had brought from the JYiambllre at their 
home in Rttxter Bay, and arrived here on the llth instant, having been exactly forty days on the whole 
cruise to the east and north. 

;m. As I informed Your Excellency by telegram from Samarai, I intend to despatch the" )ferrie 
England" to Cooktown for stores after the arrival of the "Moresby," which is expected about 20th 
instant. On her return, I shall proceed to the west and visit some of the villages in the Gulf district. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir 

Your mo;t obedient, humble servant, 

His Excellency The Honourable SirS. W. Griffith, G.C,M.G., 
Lieutenant-Governor of Queensland. 

APl">E.NDIX D. 

G. RUl'HVEN LE HUNT E. 

DESPATCH REPORTING VISI'L' OF INSPECTION '1'0 THE NORTH-EAS11ERN DISTRIO'l' 
01<' 'l'HE POSSESSION, AND ESTABUSHMBNT 01<' A GOVERKMBN1' STA1'ION A1' 
CAPB NELSON. 

No. 28.] Government House, British New Guinea, 
14th April, 1900. 

Sm,-I have the honour to report that I left Port Moresby in the s.s. ":N(errie }Jngland" on the 
30th March, for Cape .Nelson, m order to place :Nir. A. R 1\'Ionkton, the Hesident Magistrate of the new 
North Eastern District, nt the station to be established on the 8ite I selected in January last, as reported 
in my Despatch, .No.1 of 16th January, HlOO. 

1. I was accompanieil by His Lords1tip Bishop Stone-\Vigg, who lmd returned from Australia in 
the s.s. "l\ioresby," on 28th March, Captain Barton, Mr. ::Yionkton, and a detachment of fifteen 
constabulary for the new station. 
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