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Pherefore, on their return home, theyevidently velate
all they have seen on the trip.  The vttt ds a-grentor
cifort on the part of the constnl people to bent the
iland gardens. Their gardens aro not the only things
thut benelit fromn their visits inland,

The competitions for native food‘i tlgnm cnused keen
rivalry.  Ior the first time since its llllllntIOI’, the
coastal people seeured most of tho prizes. There has
been no food shortage.

Starion GARDENS,

246, Kighteen tons of copra forwarded to Samarai
realized £359, A slight inerease in production is
expeeted during the coming year. In addition to the
making of copra, the nuts have been used for food.

O1in Exrrorarion,

247. A geological survey party from the Anglo-
Persinn Oil Company has been engaged on gco]ogm.ll
work in the distriet since Iebruary.  Their activo
operations, so far, have been confined to the Cape

Vogel Peninsula,  Their work will be of immense
value, und the publuhmg of their reports will be
cagerly awaited. Their reports will, T hopo, give sonie

definite information ag regnrds tho 'oil possibilities of
this district. I sincerely trust that thoir report will
be favorable towards our Territory.

The Vogel (Papua) Petroleum Co. Ltd. have con-
tinued drilling operntions.  The drill is down over
1,000 feet.

GENERAL.

243, The caves near Dabora village, mentioned in
lust year's veport, were further explored. I spent two
hours T them, on one occasion, and was not able, in
that time, to determine their extent. There are many
stalaetite and stalagmite formations, many of them
being very pretty., With ndequate ]1ghtmg I feel sure
they would be magnifieent.

219, The councillors are, on the whole, maintaining
interest in their work, and tho people are pleased to
have them, Other than that *tho councillors are
all right,” the village people will express no further
opinions. It is very difficult to got any suggestions
from the councillors, or to get them to dlscuss villago
or other wmntters,

250. Another matter 1 consider of much interest:
When on wy far inland patrol, T was talking to some
of the natives, Ono of them mado the following re-
marks —

“It is another kind since the Government came.

Before that we used to fight and kill our enemics,

and they would also kill us whenever they could.

We never knew when they might come and kill

us. At night we would lie down to sleep. If a

dog barked, a bird called, or we heard any noise,

we_ would not sleep, as wa did not know but that

it was our enemies coming to kill us. In the day

time, when at work in our gardens or elsewhere,

we would run and hide until we were sure that

the danger was passed, and it wag safe to leave

our hiding place. Because of this and beenuse

we only lind stone axes, we did not have very big

gardens, and often .we went hungry. Since the

!.mcnmwnt came, we do not fight with our

cnemies and are not afraid at night when we hear

any noise. 'We now have proper axes and knives,

and we can cut the trees down more quickly and

1' ake bigger gardens, and so have plenty of food.

'he Government has been very good to us.”

[ lewd him if he would not prefer the old days back

wrain, and have one of their old fights. e said, “ We

liked our fights; but we were always afraid of our

encmies coming and killing us, No, I would rather

have the Government nnd no fights, because the Go-
verument is good to ws/
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2592, There ‘Were Koveh nidt dt‘:ﬂt'”{\lltir uhd doi-
vieted by the f‘(‘nh‘ll"(ml]t‘—mu‘ on! i dhirgd! of
muarder, one manslaughtor (loth Bina dlstriet), :md
five for eansing Imcthl:M'n!l“"'"'“ ol doanig

In his report of his phtr‘él to'Ithe "Chiriinh Valley
sub-distriet, Mr, Cawley' u‘\lrth hrsw“ﬁ:é&uny"'tlw
vurious tribes were, so evidenlly ”It\f et guuhmlly
losing their lnnuh!y The Muifngitliis? tHibey iHrdlinow
well under control, and frequently’ o fininlier| oﬁ"t!\crh
pay a visit to the station.
Mulmrundi sub-distriet, at Ilaugata’ 'VIHllg["' ]1’ wnr
nessed the following i— it

“A pregnant woman was wtlmg Imquh, zi mﬁn
lying on his back, The man i3 enlled ‘l’mhgu’
(menning snake man), and had been sent for o
account of the wowan's condition.  ILis armi
are thrown about, mostly semi-cireular nmuml his
head, and hie was ealling out and moaning in an
unlntclhglbln jargon. Ilis stomach was lmuvlng
convulsively, and his head was spasmodically
moved from side to side. On inquiry I was
informed that the woman was expeeting a child,
and the man had been sent for, he being the prin-
cipal “doctor * for these events. The 0!13{,(! ns he
Snyvs, 1% to tnke the “devil” or “snakes’ from the
womnn’s helly ; otherwise to reliove her of the pains
of lnbour., lle tnkes the ‘snake’ or “devil* away
from the woman, bearing the pums of Inbour him-
self. Tle f'qu takes the woman’s hand, and gives
her some ‘medicine’ called ‘ongopa’ (this is a
ereaper ealled ¢ jonga ) which is mixed with water
and dennk by the woman. 1f tho woman and child
live, payment is wmade, hut not otherwise.  The
“Poroga’ man tells the woman how many children
she will have and the number of days before the
child 18 born. This custom, I understand,
originally came from the village of Ako, in the
North-Eastern Division.” .

953. With the exception of Managalasi sub-district,
the following is the reported births and deaths :—
Birlhs—
Males S b Lo 134
Females Ry,
Total 253, as ngninst 27r fm the previous year.
Dealhs-—
Adults. Children.
Mnales.  Temales. Males. Femnles,
60 06 25 28
Total 169, as against 209 for previous year.

In my annnal report for the year ended 30th June,

. 1926, T quoted the population of the Seb.lgn-l\mlcll

tribe. The census was first taken on the 12th Novem-
ber, 1920, and retaken on the 24th January, 1928, The
populnt:on when first taken showed 828, The births
were 43, deaths 47, transfers to other villages 91, and
transfers from other villages 82, to the 24th Janunry
last, leaving a population of 310, The deaths in this
pemod exceeding the births by 4,
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