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ARE THEY AFTER SUGAR OR “SUGAR”?

Operaticns of Companies in Papua.
l'l' is time that something is done, by cither the Australian Commonwealth
or Papuan Government, to supervise the sales of shares and bonds to
the public by eompanies allegedly interested in the industry of growing

sugiar in Papua,

HERE is nothing wrong or fantastic
about Papuan sugar-growing.
Probably, there is no country where
better suzar can be grown, or where
it can he produced so cheaply., It is
this fact that has stirred a  certain
class ol company promoter to activity;

but so far as somg of them are con-
cerned, the cnly kind of sugar they
will ever produoce is that which they
will take ont of the pockets of their

deluded share- and bond-holders.

will secure British capital. They want
at Jeast £300,000, They are not pro-
posing to offer bonds to the public.

SUGARLANDS LTD.

This is what is called “the New Zea-
land concern.” There was originally
formed in New Zealand a concern
called Papuan Rural P'roducts Ltd., and
it applied for 20.000 acres in the Col-
lingwood Bay region. Later, it became
involved with Mr. Mond, the picturesque

At the present time, there appear to  SWwindler who came into Sydney and
% iour  different groups  interesting 1'_1.“‘”1 L nn!huzl‘.\- and, came in confilct
mseives in Papuan sngar. with _E!w law. Then Messrs, Donaldson
and Spencer came to Papua, apparently
SANGARA. searching ror land, and they appar-
The only group worth serious con- ently selected the 200000 acres already
stderation by Australian  investors s referred  to, and acquired from the
the Sangara Company, at the head of wreck of I'apuan Rural Products, 1.td.
which are two practical men, Mr. Tom whatever rights it had to the land.
Nevitt, plantation inspector in Papua The latter were disposed of to Sugar-
for the I3, andd N.G. Company, and his lands Ltd.,, but Sugarlands Ltd,, if it is
brether, Mr., A, 1. Nevitt, of Cairns. a genuine seeker after sugar produc-
Iloth  have a thorough knowledge of tion, is not a quick mover. Little has
sugar production. The Sangara (Co. bheen done with the proposition up to
las  obtained the only  freehold land date, and the Company's title to tihe
suitable for  sugar-production in  the land should bhe carefully investigated
recion of Collingwood 3ay, in  the by any likely investor. All holders of
North-East of I'apua, and it now has leasehold land are under an obligation
g large and  flourishing  experimental to  earry out certain  developmental
plantation there from  which it can work within a certain time, on pain of
plunt out thousands of acres in sugar- forfeiture.
cane, when it is ready. The Nevitt TROPICANE LTD.
Lirothers are now on their way to Lon- It is the activities of the concern
don, aml while there it is probable they known as Tropicane Ltd., which par-
1]

April, 24, 1933.

ticularly should have early and eareful
investigation, It is a year since we
first drew attention to Tropicane [.td.
and to an allisd concern, New  Ginei
and Papuan Undertakings Ltd., of 17
Alurtin Plaee, Sydney.  We said iben
that we could not ascertain that Tropi-
cane Ltd. had any practical knowledge
of sugar-growing, or that cither com-
pany had any practical connection with
sugar-growing in Papua, or that either
of them even owned land in the Ter-
ritory. We said that persons asked 1o
purchase shares or bonds should in-
quire very carefully into the propusi-
tion. We have since learned  that
Tropicane Ltd. has been offering ior
sale, in wvarious parts of Australia,
bonds in a so-called sugar-growing «n-
terprise in TPapua. \We do not know
what representation has been made by

these bond-sellers, so we cannot =ayv
there has been misrepresentation: nut
we do say that persons who invest in
bonds under the following conditions

are super-optimists: —

(a) Up to the end of Fehraary e
this Company did not hold any Iz
in PPapua. It had merely Jodged i
application for a certain area of about
20,000 acres in the Collingwooeed bBay
district, If the application is approved
many formalities have to be observed
before the native rights can be inves-
tigated, a survey made. and possession
given.

() Tropicane Ltd, or its allied con-

cern. has not done any  experimental
or preparatory planting whatever,

(¢) It is not shown that any of tio
directors or chief executives of  tnis

Company has any practical experi-noe
of sugar-production,

We  have  received letters
Queensland, dealing with the met
employed by both companies in 1
ing bonds, and scrip, and referring
to the issue of some Supreme Coort
writ; but we are not detectives, anid
do not propose to canvass the stan-
dard of commercial ethies adhered
by Tropicane Ltd., or anyvone else, Al
that we are concerned about is tuat
Papuan sugar-growing, which hits
marvellous possibilitics, shall net b
injured by misrepresentation or by

the operations of “go-getters'”, We
say emphatically that a company
lke Tropicane Limited, in selling
bonds in  something  that  is  nersdy
an idea elaborated on paper, and whict
had not, up to the c¢nd of Feln

spent £30 in Papua itself in oX}

must

mental  or preparatory work,
expect to find itself suspect.

THE KINGSMILL GROUP.
There  were  frequent reports,
vear, about a sugar-growing
prise futhered by Senator Kings
and Mr., Gus Nelson, of Papua, It

active for a time, and it nquired o
cerning lund in the North-East
trict;  hut nothing has  been Leat

an.d

several months, L
not deacd

moriband, if

ahout it for
is thought to be
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PAPUAN SUGAR

British Expert’s Opinion

From Our Own Correspondent
PT. MORESBY, Nov. 12.
I{.—\\'].\'G recently  visited 'aupua to in-
spect Sanpara Sugar Col's property

outside Buna, in the Northern Division,
AMr. Moody Stewart, a British sugar expert,
spoke in glowing terms of the Territory’s
supir prospeets, on his return to Queens-
land,  “Papua is a wonderful country,” he
averred, "und is especially suitable for the
prowing ol sugar cane.’ J

It is known that the Territory possesses
lands ideal for sugar growimg, as it is the
home of the “Badila™ variety, the richest
cance known in the warld. It is still con-
fidently hoped that with the ideal condi-
tions of =il labour and elimate, Papuan
sugar planters may yvet successrully com-
pete with world growers,

Sitngara Sugar  Estates  Limited was
formedd in July, 1931 with a nominal capital
of £1,000000 in 1.onoone shares of £1 each.
O thix 430,000 shares were oitered for sub-
seription, 50,000 rully paid were issued 1o
vendors, and Soubun were held in reserve.
The objeet of the company was to acquire
denun aeres of approved suzar lands near
ma and to plint sucar on an extensive
e for export to England and Canada.

Untfortunately, sutlicient eapital was not
forthcoming  at the time, owing to the
generid cconomic depression and the com-
Pany = enterprise wis shelved until better
conditions prevailed.,
It was o disappoinumenrt, for in 1931-32.
at the present time, Great Britain and
Cinadar offercd markets for sugar, Papua
a= o Biritish domivien enjovs the advan-
Laze of o Lviti=h Empire preference.
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RIVAL SUGAR PLANS
IN PAPUA.

[To the Editor]

In vour issue of April, you publish
data about the location of Sangara that
you evidently believe to be correct.

Sangara is not in Collingwood Bay:
it is situated a good many miles inland,
in the Northern, not the North-eastern
Division of Papua, at Buna, Buna Bay.

While 1 agree that the land is most
suitable for the cultivation of sugar
cane, and is in the middle of a well-
populated area, the transport is against
its development, as the initial cost would
run into thousands of pounds, as woaould
also the annual upkeep.

Regarding the prospects at Wanigela,
and Sinapa, both in Collingwood Bay, of
the two companies styling themselves
“Sugarlands, Ltd.” and “Tropicane,
Ltd.” respectively—these two companies
have by far an easier proposition to
handle; the land is equally suitable with
Sangara for sugar cultivation, and there
is no transport to speak of in either
locality.

From over fifteen years' experience of
the cultivation and manufacture of sugar
in Demerara (British Guiana), Nickeri
(Dutch Guiana and Trinidad (B.W.1), I
consider the prospects of the two com-
panies in Collingwood Bay are better,
provided they are properly managed
south and in Papua. Labour in the vici-
nities is also plentiful.

Thanking you in anticipation of a
space in Your most interesting paper.,

I am, etc.,
W. SYDNEY WELLS.

“Kofili Tufi,” N.E.D., Papua.

17/5,1933.
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NO PAPUAN SUGAR

FAPUAN SUGAR.

4 . “n ) . "
\'arious “‘Inspections.
Frem  Our 6“‘!‘1 '(.‘.crrupc-raden:.
i*T. MORESDY, Sept. 20,

EVELOPMENTS in  tue  suzar  in-
dustry o1 Papua appears  to he
making sanie progress

Senator Sir Walter  Kinzsmill  has

been in Papua sinee SepUembeer 5. visit-

ine Wy ela in Collinzwood Tay in
the XNorthi Fustern Division  for ll_l--
Papuan  Sugar  Corporation Ltd.,  in

which .+ is interested. L
The Corporation bousit up Wanizela

this  year trom  Sugar Lands  Lad.,
DPrevio negaired Troam Irapuaan
Rura! I'reducts Lud.—a coneern wiich
Aived s tinmee ago, tefore  startinz
developmient.

Ar. G MacDonald, orf Tropeane Lt

and
tin-
[IHES

the territory
api. in

dting
T inspecting S

an area 7 1o.000 acres, wiich
granted U+ fiis company by the (iove

ernmient,

The Nevitt Dirothers, wihno went 1o
London some time ago in te inl‘-l‘--sts_
of the Sancoara suagar plan, also of
Papua. ai- st abroned 1T is llv'll-'.‘-.-il
that  tie steady  imprevement in
ecconanmic  conditions  thretizhout ll_.o-
Empire will assist them materially in
chtainine British capital ror Sansadi,
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The Surprising Clair
Tropicane Ltd.
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-sugar for Papua, a sugar factory would
be erected. The capital required for this

Q\Tﬁ is New mﬂ&ﬂmﬁﬂu\. wnmﬁm undertaking, which would include, in

.o addition to a modern factory, a wharf at

R —Nﬂwmﬂnﬂﬂm—u Buna Bay, railway, ete, would amount
mmw. >-.ww. ..—.m.—.nmﬂ C—u. to approximately £400,000. Visualising

PAPUAN SUGAR 5ot iming *a ot for Bmpire

- what the establishment of the sugar in-
RPEOA..H five years ago, a small group of  dustry would mean in employment  of

G puge 28 of this issuc there is an Papuan residents and Queensland sugar-  natives, increased revenue, etc., those in
article about suoar-growing in  Papua. cane-growers formed a company known  control of Papua have given the members
Covtain references are made therein to A Sangara Sugar Estates, Itd, and of Sangara Sugar Istates all the help
anrvlonds,  Ltd., and the “Kingsmill ecured from the Government of Papua 2 possible during the period the experi-

) Jease of 20.000 acres of land situated 13 ments have been carried out,

miles inland from Buna Bay, on the north- The above statement was obtained in an
eastern coast of Papua, for the purpose ¢f  interview with Alr. C, G. Rutledge, who i
growing sugnreane, and, if it proved satis- an original shareholder In Sangara Sugar
factory for this purpose, to erect a factory  ISstates. Mr. Kutledge stated that the
for the production of raw sugar (say¥s members of the compiany are Very disap-

Viter that article was put inte type
e arere supplied awith the  following
porcaarand s -~

The arca at Wanigela, Collingwood

Bay, Papna, which was selected for the
purpose ol sugar-prowing, has been sur-
v ved and found to contain 18,553 acres.
Fhe necessary leases have been issued
to Suearlands, Limited, a company reg-
stered in Papua, but controlled in New
is company has now entered
an arrangement for the sale of the
lvases to interests associated with Sena-
mill, and it is an-
ted that the initial work will com-
an carly date. Sir John DBut-
~General H. W, Llovd (Man-
«etor of Australian Soaps, Lim-
t...:. Hen, J. G. Nelsson (Papua), Mr
Fhinmas Bovlan (a director of :.:... Iu...
mda Suzar AMilly, and Mr, . R. Hig-
s (a Syvdney barrister and chairman
al directors of  Standard ortland
Cement Company Limited), together
with =i Walter Kingsmill, will form the
cihrectorate of the proposed company, The
Aapuan Sugar Corporation, H..w_:._:..;..

sydney Morning Herald). .

The company felled and cleared 50
acres of dense scrub land, planting out
pboth indigenous and Badilla canes—the
latter being imported from Queensland.
seords of the plant and ratoon crops
each vuriety of cane have been care-
rully kept. and the results fully justified
the confidence of the members of the
company that raw sugar can be producel
in Papua in competition with any sugar-
producing country in the world.

To date £12,000 has been expended by
the company in experimental work, and
the stage has now been reached where
the erection of a modern factory is-justi-
fivd.  Negotintions have been entered into
with oversea ecapital which is interested
in the manufacture of st r in other
duminions, who lately sent out an expert
10 inspect the property, and his report is
most favourable. There seems little
doubt that with the assistance ot the
Federal Government at the forthcoming
conference of representatives of sugar-

pointed with the lack of interest so far
displayed by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in the work done by the com-
pany. In spite of the fact that the Papuan
Government was kept fully advised of all
that has been done. and the oversea expert
referred to has confirmed the company’s
statement of production costs, which com-
pare more than favourably with any othet
sugar-producing  country, the  pr 1
Minister for External Affairs (Sir G
Trearce) states that sugar cannot
grown commercially in Papua. and there
fore should be discouraged. It would Le
interesting to know on whose anthority
Sir George based his opinion.  Mr. Rut-
ledge stated that it appeared ditficult 10
reconcile the attitude on the part of the
Minister for External Affairs with the ox-
pressions of other members ol the Fede-
ral Cabinet, who have more than onee
stated publiely that if Australia and ats
dependencies arce not soon utilized to their
best advantage, then our right tu them
will end.
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PAPUAN SUGAR.

Frogress of Sangara Scheme.

WING to the depression and  con-

rinued uncertainty about Australian
v financial conditions, the promoters
of the Sangara sugar scheme—the pro-
duction o sugar on a large scale in
north-vast Papua--have further post-
poned their flotation.

Probably the postponement will not
oo lengthy, There s a powerful l.on-
den proup  interested  in Cthe  scheme,
and Liritish financeial conditions are im-
proving  rapidly,  Recent news  from
L.ondon indicate that British money is
agiun becoming  available in  substan-
tinl wmounts for sound investments.

T Islands seems to have a peculiar
attraction tor “wild cats,” and wise in-
vestors  will carvefully  serutinise  every
tatation with an Islands basis. But,
0 faroas our information goes, the
Saneora project is in a different cate-
zory.  Reputable people, with immense
privctical experience  of Papuan condi-
tiens, and  with a rar-reaching know-
ledor of the sugar industry, are con-
N 4 with ity and their main concern
seems to he to produce cheap suzar in
quantity, rvather than get rieh quickly
at the expense of the gullible public,

The promoters have aequired 20,000
acrtes e north-east 'apua, around the
Lk of the excellent deep=sea port of
Puna, and heere they propose to culti-
vate  the DBadilln—the  excellent, indi-
senous cane ol Papua. They have first-
cliass soll, permanent  streams, a rain-
rall ot 130 inches, abundant timber,
aml an inexhaustible supply of native
lthoar. They  have 40 acres  already
nnder test plantation, with highly sat-
sl tery results,

It is urged, against the seheme, that
the workl alrevdy is over-supplicd with
e rooand unprotectsal  sugar-growers
are starving, The Sancara people reply
thitt the  conditions  surrounding  their
cnterprise are so favourable that they
can produee profitably, and show a sat-
Fhactery dividend at the present prices
scon which  other suzar-producers are
makimg ne protits at all. They do not
bropuse  to  eater the protected  Aus-
tralian market: they can do very well,
they say, by entering the world's free
murket without honus or subsidy,

Mr. Tom Nevitt, of Papua, one of the
Promoters of the scheme, was in Syvd-
LT alavasion.a b P P Y. .

e PRy —
e et et

/’ﬁ.c;cﬁtb ﬁ/d\—\(,{s /",‘5‘,‘_#'..,

P.:SL September 21, 1932,

v

Will Papua Get Colonial
Sugar Preference?

Two Big Plans Depend on
News of Ottawa.

LERTALN infurmation, the character
of which 18 as yvet unknown, bhuat
which may have a direc: bearing

upon the rutnre of Papua, is weing
brought to Australia from the Ottawa
Conference by Mr. Harey Gullett, Mini-
ster lor Customs,

The  information—which is awaited
with considerable eagerness in certain
quarters—has to do with preferential
duties  on sugar, which have been
promised or already granted w ihe im-
perial units by Great Britain, It will
be remembered  that, several months
ago,  Britain granted to  her Crown
Colonies a  substantial  preference  for
sugar grown in those Colonis s, But
that  preference  did not  extens  io
Dominion-grown =ugzar. Britwin  held
that up her sleeve as something with
which to bargain at Ottaw: It was
obvious, ol course, that if Australion-
grown  sugar is to  reely enter the
British market on the same ternis as
colonial-grown  sugar,  Australin will
have to give something substantial in
the way ol preferences o Lritiin,
return,

So rfar, so zood,  bBut {he positian o
Papua, 1 relation to sugar-growing, is
maost anomalogs and unforttnate.
Papua, although o territory  of Als-
tralia, has an independent Lfe o0 its
VW 50 far as customs duties e con-
cerned. That is to say, ths nport
duties  imposed by Papuit are atplied
to all goods, quite irrespective of theis
country ol origin.  They are not Aus-
tralian duties, in any shape or rform.
In any event, the Customs dutie< im-
posed by Papua, being purely  povenne
dutics, are comparatively low.

It was quite a fare thinz therelore,
that Papua should enjoy the sam. con-
ditions in regard to lBritish susar Ple-
ferences as  the Crown Colonies. I
this  were  granted it would make o
considerable difference to the tutare of
Papua. It would permit the carly es-
tablishment  of the sugar indus=':y in
Lapus  en tavourable condizions, and
this would take the pluce ot the rubiber
industry, which has collapsel.” and of
gold, on which were built hizh hopes
which never materialised.
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PAPUAN SUGAR.

Sangara Output Described as
“Phenomenal.”

From Our Oun Correrpondent.
PT. MORESBY, Nov. 3o,
HILE the Lieutenant-Governnr o,
companied by Mr, H. W Champion aned
Mr. H. 1. Murray) was on tour iy
the north-east recenty, Lo mspeected
sSugar areas under cultivation by =an-
gara Sugar Estates, I.ud., about twenty
miles inland from Buna. )

His Excelleney was impressed by the
healthy arnd vigorous condition of the
cane and the apparently o¢xcsllent Pros-
pects of successfnl suwar cultivation in
this district--where th. soil, ruinfall and
labour supply are most suitalie,

Sansara Nugar Estates, Ltd., was reg-
istered in I'apua late in 1931, It ac-
quired 20.000 acres of suitable land and
planned big scale developments:  hut
owing to the general depression, it de-
cided to engage mereiy in experimental
cultivation for the Prescent.

It is officially announced on behalt of
Sangara that this season's harvest on
the experimental area near Buna records
the phcenomenat vield of 76 tons of cane
to the acre.

The Commonwenlth Departmient or
Trade and Customs comments. “This s
quite phenomenal—even for planted cane
Erown on heavy stump-gzruhbed land.”
In North Queensland the ave tovield
is around 22 tons per acre occasionally
rising to 50 or 60 tons, but in CUeens-
land only a small proportion is plant
cane, the balance beins second, third or
fourth year ratoun crops. The result of
the Papuan experiment, therefore, must
not be regarded as anvthine jike what
would be the normal production, At the
edme time. it proves that PPapuan con-
ditions are extremely suitable for supar
growing.

PAPUAN RADIO.

Inland Station Cona~cts with

Canberra.

From Our Oun Corregpondent.
PI. MORESDRY, Nov, o

HE Licutenant-Governog =ir Hubert
Murray} and his Pariy, wWh.iv on
their recent north-vast tour, Witkhed
from Buna to the inland station of Ko-
koda in the Owen =tanley Ranges, and

back. a distance of 140 miles.
I-‘rpm Kokoda, His Excelicney  coni-
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PAPUAN SUGAR.

April 23, 1932,

Frogress of Sangara Scheme.

WING to the depression and con-

tinued uncertainty about Australian
J financial conditions, the promoters
of the Sangara sugar scheme—the pro-
duction of sugar on a large scale in
north-east Papua---have further post-
poned their flotation.

Probahly the postponement will not
la lengthy, There is a powerful Lon-
dun group  interested in “the scheme,
and British finaneial conditions are im-
proving  rapidly. Recent news from
London indicate that British money is
agiin becoming available in  substan-
tinl amounts for sound investments.

‘The Islands seems to have a peculiar
attraction for “wild cats,” and wise in-
vestors  will carefully  serutinise every
tHotation with an Islands basis. But,
=0 far as our information goes, the
Saneora project is in a different cate-
cory.  Reputable people, with immense
prictuicil  experience of Papuan condi-
tiens, and with a far-reaching know-
Iedee of the sugnr industry, are con-
nected with ity and their main concern
seems to be to produce cheap suzar in
quantity, rather than get rieh quickly
at the expense of the gullible public,

The  promoters have acquired 20,000
aeres an north-enst Papua, around the
ek of the excellent deep-sea port of
Puni, and here they propose to culti-
vate  the  Badilla—the excellent, indi-
‘neus cane of Papua. Thexy have first-
class soil, permanent streams, a rain-
fall ot 130 inches, abundant timber,
and an inexhaustible supply of native
labour, They have 40 acres already
tnder test plantation, with highly sat-
S tary results,

It is urged, against the seheme, that
the worll already is over-supplied with
Sugar, and unprotect=d  sugar-growers
are starving, The Sancara people reply
that the conditions surrounding  their
coterprise are so favourable that they
cun produce profitably, and show a sat-
IFLactory dividend at the present prices
==on which other sugar-producers are
making ne protits at all. They do not
Bropouse to eater the protected Aus-
tralian. market: th 2
they sa¥, by enteri the ‘world’s free
market without honus or subsidy.

Mr, Tom Nevitt, of Papua, one of the
promoters of the scheme, was in =yvd-
ney during Mareh but has now  re-
turned to the Territory. He is inclined
T uiae the early establishment or the
mmdustry on the ground that the sub-
stantial advantages given by the ex-
Isting low scales of costs would more
1han  offset the disadvantages of the
linancial depression,

A DISTURBING REPORT.

There was  a' disturbing report in
Svdney  during  Mareh  that  Mr, W
Beckett, a well-known promoter of
commercial - enterprises, was  busy  in
London trying to interest British capi-
Wl n a Papuan sugar enterprise, It
15 1o be hoped that, for the sake of
Papuan development, there is no truth
in the report.  There 1s nothing wrong
with the Papuan sugar enterprice: but
Mr. Heckett's history and assciaetions
de not suggest that he is the most suit-
ible mun to take any leading part in
SUelh an enterprise.

they can.do very-well, . . .

Vncibe Tebuds Moo i
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Will Papua Get Colonial
Sugar Preference?

Two Big Plans Depend on
News of Ottawa.

ERTAIN information, the character
of which is as wet unknown, but
which may have a direci bearing

upon the ruture of Papua, is iwing
brought to Austrulia from the Oritawa
Conference hy Mr. Harry Gullett, Mini-
ster lor Customs.

The information—which is awaited
with considerable eagerness in certain
quarters—has to do with preferential
dutics on  sugar, which have been
promisced or already granted t e im-
perial units by Great Britain, It will
be remembered  that, several months
ago, DBritain granted to  her Crown
Colonies a  substantial preference for
sugar grown in those Colonies.  But
that  preference  did  not  extend 1o
Dominion-grown sugar. Britiin  held
that up her sleeve as something with
which to burgain at Ottawa. [t was
obvious, ol course, that if Australian-
grown sugar is to  treelyv onter  the
British market on the same terms as
colonial-grown  sugar,  Australia will
have to give something substantal jn
the way of preferences to  liritain, in
return.,

So qar, so goed,  Liut the position ol
Papuy, i relution o sugar-growics, is
maost anomalonus and uniortunate.
Papua, although o territory o1 Aus-
tralia, bas an independent fe o0 ity
OWN S0 fur us customs duties wre con-
cerned. That is o say, the nport
duties imposed by Papua are atplied
1o all gowids, quite irrespective or thejs
country of origin.  They are aot Aus-
tralian duties, in any shape or rform.
In any event, the Customs duties im-
posed by Papna, being purely revenne
dutics, are comparatively low.

It was quite a rae thing, disrelore,
that Papua should enjoy the same con-
ditions in regard tw British suzar pre-
ferences as  the Crown Coloni. 1r
this  were  granted it would make 2
considerable difference to the tuture of
Papuu. 1t would permit the enrle es-
tablishment of the sugar indu=":v in
Lapusa on  tuavourable .condit . and

< this would take tiie place of the rubber

industry, which has collapsed. and of
gold, un which were built high hopes
which never materialised.

Before the Australian delegution Jeft
for Ottawa, the Ministers were asked
by Sir Hubert Murray 1o specially
Lring before the British delezation in
Ottawa  the desirability of giving tw
Papuan sugar the same preference us
is given t sugar grown in the Crown
Colony. 1t is not vet known i Cun-
berra  whether this has Dbeen zranted
—the secret remains with Mr. Gulleit,
aleng with all the other details of what
has been arranged on Australin's helials
at Ctiawa,

But it Papua is te have Culunial
prererence for sugar, at least (wo huge
sugar-growing  concerns will besin  to
operate immediately in Papua. and ihe
effect upon the future of the Territory
will bhe proround.
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:!'-'liliﬂll market: they can do very well, this would take the place of the rubber from Buna to the inland station of ho-
they say, by entering the world’s free industry, which has collapsed. ami of koda in the Owen Stanbey Ranges, and
market without honus or subsidy. gold, on which were built hizh hopes back. a distance of 140 miles,

Mr. Tom Nevitt, of Papna, one of the which never materialised. From Kokoda, His Excelleney com-
promoters of the scheme, was in =vd- Before the Australinn delesuatien left p}un_i(*aled"l»y r:.u.iiu with the Prine Min-
neyv dnring ;\I;u‘rh_ hut Ims_ now re- for Ottawa, the Ministers were asked lhtf.-l_ut (?_.m!u-n.'f un--l_ rn;c--n‘ud a reply
turned to the Terrvitory, He is inclined e G M- N the following day. This is the first oc-
1o uize the early establishment or the b", sir  Hulert 3]1211.8.) 10 HBEC ul!y casion on which an otficial wireless mes-
industry on the ground that the sub- bring bhefore the British  delecation in sage has been sent from an inland sta-
stantial advantages given by the Ottawa  the desirability of  zivinz tion in the heart of Papuua.
1sting low scales of costs would more I'apuan sugar the same prefeleoe s The wireless apparatus used 1s the
than  offset  the disadvantages of the is given to sugar grown in dhe Crown 5{1'0}1\)9(111_\' of Mr. M. Rich, ARM. at

~okoda.

is not yvet known i Cuan-

Colony. It
sranted

berra whether this has been
—the seeret remains with M. Gualledt,

There wias  a disturbing report in aleng with all the other details ot \\'h:u.
Svdney  during March  that  Mr. W, hits been arranged on Austrialia’s behalf
Peckett, a1 well-known  promoter  of at Cttawa.

cammercial  enterprises,  was ‘hlls,\‘ in But it Papua is to have Colunial f
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Hnancial depression,

A DISTURBING REPORT.
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28,218,000 rons, of which the British
Fmpire produced only 4,676,000 tons,
Lven il the preference, through
pulitival changes, is not continued, it |
isx stuted that, owing to the low cost
of production, the Papuan sugar in-
dustry could  successfully  compete
with forvign producers in supplying
the United Kingdom and Canada, and
<hwow handsome profits by doing =o.
Estinginted vevenne of the company
i sl on oo annual ontput of 27,000
tons of caear. at (0/710/- per ton, ed.f,
London.  This price is £3 below the
world's average selling prico.
Another point, which I8 fmportant
Lo Investors, Is that the connkiny is
not sl to Mederal, State, oy
Papuan taxation of any kind, Undor
| the present Federal Income Tax Acts
income derived in Papua is exempt
i from tuxation, .
i In lust isswe “Che Paclfie Islands
{ Monthly, after reviewing some com-
1 atiouws hasmd on Pacilic Is-
rprisess, urged  Investors (o
e very eareful of this class ol specu-
S lation. bt the persunnel of the San-
L Company s an indieation of its
being o genuine indostrial enterprise. .
1t is proposed o jssue 50000 fully
pahil up £l =hares to the \'vnllul'.i

which s Sngarin Sngar Bstates Lid.,
The now company tikes the same
e o rather unusual proceeding.
Fvidently  the  shareholders in the |
present company (who are not dig-
¢losed)  will «listribute the 50,000
sharves I’ the new compnny mmong
themselves, pro rata; and tho present
company's share list will be wiped
out. Alogether 450000 shares in the
new company will be offered to the
publie.

The cuonsideration for which the |
vendors will receive H0,000 E1 shares
comprises 19,973 acres of leasehold,
title for 04 yvears. the rental of which
i« L2756 per annum The land has heen
surveved, i road s heing eleared nnd
H neres | have  heen planted  with
sulilin cane, The vendors say that
they have =pent {7,000 on develon-
mental work,

1t is proposed 1o spend £337,000 on
the ercction of u mill, tramlines, roll-
ing =toek and wharf: and another
E118,000 in planting sugae and laonch -
ing the enterprise.

Genernlly, the project 18 nltracetive,
exeept that further particulars should
have bLren given about the vendors'
consideration, which is the woodpile
in which one naturally looks for the |
nigger. On the data given, £60,000—
even if given in scrip—seems a lot to
pay for the lease, the survey and 25
acres of plantation, on_which only |
£7.000 has heen spent. Promoters of |
such an enterprise are entitled to o'
gubstantial reward. bnt the present |
figures suggest a profit to the pro-l
moters of 500 per cent.,, which scems
just a little excessive, !
As ngainsgt that, it may he noted !
that the vendors receive no eash con- |
sideration, and they may nol sell :lny|
of their shurves for live years, '

‘wvitory for more
ke of lavge plan- |
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» Good to be
True

llions for Papua

al Sugar Co.'s Great Plan

g is any truth in a report which
gitating financial Sydney to-

cent plan; and concerning that, even
the perspicacious
itself batfled and awed.
Mond has not been faulted. There is
money about somewhere—one docs not
register hundred million pounds com-
panies in Sydney for 64d. But it DOES
look too good to be true.

Anyway,

to pass our frieds up in Papua may
turn their money cheerily
pockets and go out and do obeisance
to the new moon—R.W.R.

“Smiths” confesses
So far, Mr.

if only a tithe of it comes

in their

ptember 16) Papua should give
«arty British cheers, for it may
1e dawning of an era of, at
-ee expenditure of money in
ritory.
sears that there is in Sydney a
an named Mr. Philip J. Mond,
lanning commercial and finan-
rations of extraordinary mag-
He has: (1) Registered the
ja  Insurance Corporation in._
with a capital of £12,000,000;
istered the Britannia Bank. in
with a capital of £100,000,000;
'n over Papuan Rural Products
ym the promoters, with a view
ranising it as Imperial Sugar
ies Ltd. with a capital of
aaond an ultimate bond issue of
100.
Tond sounds too good to be true;
dney is still gasping under the
1de of his figures and plans. But
ious important people who have
m declare that his credentials
ite satisfactory; and Smith's
——which is certainly no respecter
ons — after an “investigation,”
ledges that the worst it can find
sut Mr. Mond is that he appar-
s not related to Lord Melchett
rly Sir Alfred Mond. a London
man and millionaire). It is not
that Mr. P. J. Mond ever
1 to be Lord Melchett's relation
s assumed that he was because
Inusual name and his association
1rillions.
awhile. while evervone is trying
out whether Mr. Mond and his
s are real or simply a madden-
cam, we may glve some parti-
of the scheme that interests

lan Rural Products Ltd. was
{ some little time ngo and has
escribed as “one of the Solatiols
J Beckett"—a gentleman well-
., tor a time, in the Svdney news-
industry. Iis name dees not
- on the directorate in the orig-
yospectus, however.  The com-
had a nominal capital of £25.000
suy offering to the public 40 000
at £30 each, It described itself
company formed to exploit the
1l advantages of Papua for grow-
gar cance and the manufacturing
«ar and its various by-products.”
company — on the assumntion
a sufficient quantity of bonds
be sold to justify a start—"sel-
* 20000 acres of sugar-land, four
inland from Wanieeln. south of
.1 Point. Collingwood Bay, in the
-past Division of Papua.
Sine much was heard of the bond-
. nronosition. between the time
smpany was fermed, in Anril. and
;1 when Imperial Suear Industries
-ams into heing. It was then

c=rad that the new comnanv was
I wmz Emancial dimensions stated
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