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tising. The main sticeum of the Misi secme to have passed through the
roush mountuinous districis on the South Side of Goedenough RBuy, avoil
ing the beach except in places rﬁha'r'c n;ount.adn people hed villages.

2 it pecsed Kast it merged with the Veilolu cult, which wap discusss
by Conierence last ye&i; the Vallala cult bhud two surviving etronglicl
ti toudewana end ot Dimedimsas both j,alms in t.hc Leln hunge «nd difri
cull of secess. The Asisi cladm le receive thelr instzugtions from Go
und there seem to have been other associetiens with Chxistian teachin
tut vhen it became merged with $hé Vailsla cult other bits of Cuhristd
tasching were adogptled which make it nuch more plauedble for scattipied
end simple-minded mountsain Chr§§t1ma. Thare were some Vei.slu-aisisi

stations erectad in the.nount#iﬁﬁ-dbout the end of 4934 snd tue begin
ing of this yesr, when & haat.hen fyom Foudewany vhe was prominent in

the Veilule cult in 1921, was very busy eprscding the cuit. The lates
recorded eppeszance of the ARdad #bout Daster when & peity come {
LN ans Trom Dimadimes Thelr altempt to convert the chrittiuna of Tang
gacms Lo have beon completely unsuccesful. '

Now to follow the mein liumes of acuivity of the Asisi. They elai
to posuess thies gifte:- (w) o cast out evil spizits; (b} to Leald th
gick by acmebpower inteircent in thamBeJVGa:anu (¢} to reise the dead..
it will be remembered thet there are tiuee lenitures ol a;x iorda‘'s wol
recerded in the Gowspels, vis:~ IExorcism, lealing the Sick and (ke
lwising of the Desd. 1t sccms Lhat ‘dtoze himzcl; dic Bot ciain powsl
ie do the last, but he did eclaim to cast oui evil spivite aud to Leal
tie¢ gick Ly his metkods. T4 i reported, however, thal when he died
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towsrds the end of lusi year his dlsciples endesvoured for icur deys
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to resuscitate him, but probably owing to the tropleuld climste, they
weie ioiced (o ihe conclgsm thi.; they could do nothing. So 7itore
woi Warieds From this it sm that #ltore also ihclﬁud the lLeduing
of ihe Dead in Rhis repertoire, .'u':'.ﬁ;'.n_ discipies e¢nrxidd hie lecching
fuituers 1t By be & HELE co=ingldence thot these thres sirilking fewt
urew ol ihc Gospel narsrative are reproauoed .Ln' what ie 2a obvicus
eteempl 1o provide & practiemd sclution to three of tihe grociest prol
lame of 1lifs. It had boen msationed moxs than once by nstives that
Splritual dewliug should be used by the Chuyech, which suggects that
vesw Lo think thet the uasm‘(;a ﬁ@h}mldlh&- fyom the Pepusn Chxistd
Ltal parts of the l‘ait.h. it :l.s;dir'iiw%t‘tu m#y ﬂwth'nfr thily idos is
widenpread o nots Ib is am th to IM thet some «t leasl of ¢
peoyie read thols Testaments M ;hink abmpﬁﬂmt they zeud, cven the
thels thimking 1s confused amd raises questions connested wiil ouch
rrobluns as poscession by evil abif:lta. sigkness ond desih which are
wlitdcudd Lo vnsuer. -

Jhe Veilole~isisl cult also provides other polnts of couitagt wif
Jdible~teacuing. The Veilulu=ASisl adeopied the “"wircless maet” of the
Vallale cult. Wherever thers was o asisi sistion Zast of Poudawsne
"wircless=unels” were crectode AL frist o loesl leade® hﬁd & visiom g
aode Who dirxected him to ereet e pillarx g0 thail Goi cnald conNvares Wi
thie asiel mene Tuls niwy cuggest Jecob's rillar ot Beth-el, in conjune
tion wiok the knowleuge thuat tLe white-nan geta mystcrioua‘instructid
end Lessnges Liom the i.uleiu;m:ut in Cirmarnle It sesms that the Vai
1ala cudt travedded ccuosws fiom the South Coust where people hed bed

o N _ .
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used for ¥pillarxr” in a‘édsuu, and probebly in other dislectis, ia tw
tue, which is & pole of wood &nd not @ colurm of sionmes. This may
susioet o connestion to the nmative mind. The man who bhag recelved
DMvine comrunication then exects & ypole of about) 20 feet in height
gteyed with four lines as & mant i sleyeds On the top fox Gou's col
venicznce is placed en enmmel diok of water. At one place & kaife am
iork vnd & plecee of soup were also supplied. A Tew yexde svay o mucl
shorter post, ebout 4 fect high is erecied, with & top of wover sen
vhich is suppesed to be & table. Dancing takes place before the posl
end sctz of reveremce wale ands tquuxea tﬁﬂm. They elaim that God me
the Asisi and talke with Mm #W then imstauetion. The mw
ing of specislly zreparsd Mi& & dafinite & “m of the Veil:
isulel cult, th;a fumes no doubt groMn& thé reguieite menial ccndit
for soms of thetr oparaum. "

The Papusn is pwul:lnm Mﬂuf to the influense ¢. helaroe=-
sugsesifons The Asisi, preceded w theiy fene sud atories of thelr 1t
.ploite(usually mugnified)s srrive painted and bedecked wiih fouthiari
at & villuge. They axo led by their head m. who brandiches o highl
decorastod spewr, wnd dence to the besl of their drumse Thell appesyy
slone affeets the villsgers. The smeiling oul of magie atones wnd &
like chaxms of the scrcerer 18 procecded wiih. Haii?u Qye~-vitlbosses
stote that the Asilel swmell oul sozeery stones which Lave Leen hidded
swey ip the bush for safetye. Cextainlj they have mencged to get & 4
nunber of penuine soscery stomes from their owners. Thelr metihod &
imell the pelm of the man's Land to tell vhether he 18 & eciccicle !

« i
they find the stones they lick them all ovexr Lo destroy their magle
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vomen supposed te be Iitchos sie subjeeted o difisxent treat-
rent, the evil spirit being sucked out frow the pelm of the witeh's
Lind, or drawn out frem the hedr of the heads So much L3 the first
problenis

The mst_lm.;, of the sick is the ordinaxy ilew Guires mthod ef suc
ing the sick person and by lld.‘ht‘ of hand producing & atm or other
triflie which is seid™teo h&'n-w the cause of the trouble. ihey mey

~ve other mefhods as welle. nm stated mt- he utww hinself to

rray for strengih frm Gody M hy hnldina m hend of the patient wa
able to impazt heeling virm M 'tha mﬁmt believed in Lis powers

The reslly bad pert of the ka nt ﬂw Agisi iu is comnection wi
theix methods of"raising the dﬂ“ W MW ok u‘tm the Asiai
have discovered & way of W A mizzor is nyut«ly uuhed
Le victim, usually & womsm, m r,m- sensless to Bhe ground - to al
g _"._pef.ramceﬁ dead. Eesuscitauﬁ is baought wbout in some cuses LY &
violent jeik of thé big toece Sometimes the ni.rroz ic used agein. In o
cose the magic word "Good morming!" was used wiikout effect, Lut uold
vabter wus suificient. In several casce the after c¢iiecis Lave deen
torioug, the vietim sitiing sbout in & dszed conditiom im ithe village
ior duys, unsble to atiend to ihe ordinary duties oi life. 3¢ it is t
the “desd are rrised”. Uhen it gsomes to o genuime cese of desth the
ssisi are, of course, powerlesse At Bud: sepe 8 men died, the velutions
celieyed the burial, suzz.aptitiously sending te & neer-by villige for
the Asisl mane The asici corived, but their attempils to revive the de
et by mesns m plxzoso wue dn velde Toeis lack o1 succeLs was attzil

ed by them ho Lm. lepgth of time whieh lsd elapsed since the nan's aa



 Extortion ie in objectiomallde pa&t,’f‘t&c Anisi, as it scems common to «ll
these eults. Why the Mﬁmtc w.nsm s}muld hove to pay for a
visit from the Asisi is mmm mam;r it ia for the healing ol
the sick, possibly it is fc: the "rainina ‘of the dsad®s Probubly fea
hes much to do with it. certahﬂy the Asisl muneged to ecqguire many
rige end other New Cuinea wealth. :

4 remevksble point is that & belief in Go;l iz spparently well
established cmongot the heathen, an edvence from their primitive beld

Another encouraging reatuﬁ i that very few of oux' Christiane
have been effected by this qu.t- Beyond fouy ox ﬁve hoys who weTe ¢
ior some fun the Christiszus dinl not teke active pazt in the Asisi ou
but in certuin districte the mewly converted wers &t lemst very intle
ested in the doings of the cult. In the older districts the Asisi
gecrn to have had not the slightest 1n£1uuwe-
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