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A series of .a:ticles

%o
PAPUANS BIRCOME CIRISEIANS,

under the ebove general fitle, wrltten by Canon

ames Bensom, appeared m%m newspaper (Sydney) betweed Febroary

J
18 1955
il

and Feoruary 10 1950.
pelieve I first beceme aware of then hrough two belug included in

the B.1_.1:1110@;«'5;t y fo Bric Sehwimmer's 1969 MONOZYaRl, U0l fursl Consequences

MR R

T {nowever botn 1%, and his 1973 book, wrongly stated they
The Ane Ao moume) M z

The w:ma of”-t’k’iase, uikivi and Gatara", 19 the Tifth of the series.
For some reasin T agsuned that was the end of the series. Copies of these
Pive (or some of taem) Went to ceriain inferested perties in the last couple

of Yeamo-

Gill's

More recantly my attention was drasn to the following entry in EV&):}‘.L

Migw Guineat: catialogue of books from the library of Byem R GIL1'

(Tiverpool, 195T)i-
P34 Benson, Cenon Jeames Papuens becols Christisns. & series of artlicles

contributed to "Hne Anglican®, No.td July 1, 1995
40 No.38, Peb.10, 1956, Brisbene: Tne Inglicen.

Again, the Wrong oity. This confusion Was OVErcoms, after sane dithering.
Also the fact that the nubers refer to the geries, not the paper; then all
wes plain sailing. - s

e 5

PBC 6

BBC 7

TRG 8

PRG O
¥BG 10
PBC 11

PRC 12
PBC 13
PBG 14
PBC 16
PEC 16
PBC 17
FBC 18
FBC 19
PBC 20
RO 21

l.ia“ﬁing of the series follows, for information., ALL appeared
; Syey{) so Ghis infommation will not be repeated; the page

R

will be given though. Most were wunder the ’.g__e_}p_%‘lj@ Becwms
heading, with the number in the serles; this A
wh dn abbreviated form.

1 YOf the Jajora and the brothers Gan® (p.6, Pebruary 16 1955)

et o M R L i (.p.,S, B - 1955)
Wine Bapa Sega and the brothers o ¢p.6, March 4.1955)
- 0w TR [ " L i (P*.Br Werch 11 -}955)
"Cikiri and Gatara® ' (pe6, liazch 18 1955)
"Landings o New Guinee" (9.8, Maxca B 1955)
1 n ] .tl (_9.5’ Apeil 1 1955)
t u. Mo " (P'G, April & -;955‘)
g and "Sina’ o the Siregakepakapuma® (pe6, April 10 1955)
U i o e ) # (p' 6, April o ,1955)
Wihe fime Pots of Ulaku (p.8, hpril 29 1955)
i i i t il (906, HELY' & 1'\;)
woom iy " (pe 10, May 13 195%)
Wit the Bishop of New Guinea in the Mama Hpd* (.6, Jduly 1 1995
i it i " it t 1 i i # (}9-6, July 8 .1955)
) ) il i i i i U i e (.9.91 ul[ii.y. 15 !‘::-
¥ihe Story of Darwcuk” (p.g, July 22 1955)
i TR H (p.9, July 29 19595)
"Oone Week in Semaral" (pe9, August > 1955)
# i H W (D9, Avgust 12 1955

! oo i (p.10, Avgust 26 1955)



2o

3i1l of Boianal and of the Mamba!

(ps9, September 2 1955)

PBC 22
¥BC 23 1 1 i foou i # (ng’ Sep’henbe.c g 1955)
BEGIgl M e (p+8, September 16 195%)
BBG 25 1 1_: i t} U R |,' ('p410, Septarnber 23 1955}
PBC 26 “Ku-ne Kane Koya" (ps10, Seplarber 30 1955)
e B e (p.6, Novarber 4 1995)
PBRC 28 oot o 4  (pe9, November 11 1955)
PBC 29 "As Tt wes in the Beginning! (p.8, November 18 1955)
Hag a0 T St lj' g '.* (p.9, November 25 1955)
PBC 31 "After the Deluge" . (pe9, Decamer 23 1955)
PBC 32 “Capistisn Co-operatives (p.9, Decenber 30 1955)
“Bvangelism and Building" {pe5, January & 19566;

PBC 34 “The Fivet Co-operatives” (p.10, Jemuvary 13 1956)

. YSiel amd Lemington' (pe8, January 20 19506)
PBC 36 "Back %o the Primitive" (p+9, Janvary 27 196)
FBC 37 "A Ghurdh is Bom" - (pe10, Peoruazry 3 1956)

PBO 38 "Three Days of Great Grace” (po10, February 10 1956).

A note appeaved in The Anglican on December 2 1955 advising that subsegueant
stories were posi-way, o same extracts fram Bensan's book ("Prisoner's Base
and Home Agatn® (1957)) would be given first. These appeared on P.6,
December 9 1955, undar the heading “The Sign of the Cross”.

The following brief notes may help indicate the subjects ol some of
the a‘tomag_:_. foi T i R 2

a) EBC 6-8 ave on arcivels of missionaries

b) PBC 9-10 are on the Tomlinsons st Mukewa (for Siragakspakapuna (sic), see
. p.12 of “The Road from Gona') e

c) FBG 11-13 dedl with happenings in Collingwood Bay in 1920, and of the
sozcerer's power reposing in his lime pot. This will be looked at in
more defiail in my forthcaming typescript, BATGORA.

d) PBC 14-16 desl With a ftrip up the Mambe,. and across to Sial - in Harch
1940, Benson's track descripbion was used, in a fashion, in 6. of

RIBA w1

1. (my typescript of 29.8.75). . .

Tt ahould be noted, however, that iten F36a in Gill's Catalogus (&eo
previous page) 36 Benson “With the Bighop of New Guines in the lapba
Mwa. %, a 1936 6 foolscap Pege typescript. The Mitchell Libraxy, walch
acquired the G411 Colleation, does not sean o have received this iten.
Censequently I am not able to ##¥ resolve the potentlal cenfusion.

e) Daruruk (FBC 17 & 18) is the Wemigela "culiure hero" story - Daruruk,
the Giver of Knowledge. It hes en appropriate esphasis for 1975,
Trntemationsl Woment's Year. Beason comented that, although the story
reslly belonged tio Wanigela, HE/MAL it extended as far as Taupota, g
he had even heard echoes of it at Gona. .

£) Kuene Kenie Koye- the title of FBC 26-28, meens "Hill of the Dog¥, fhe
fampus hill adjacent to ‘the Mukewa Mission Statlon to walch the dog
brought five {from Goodenough Islend}, Benson's version is e moat .
detailed I have seen and describes how Sebare (a man) and his dog brought
the fire from Voyara (Goodenovgh).
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g) As noted in URIPA - II., BBC 29 & 30 are an expended, and very much
casier o follow, version of pp.9-11 of his book (the origin ghoxy).

h) BBC 32 is of great interest (see my 25.8.75 Typescript, NORTHERY

‘ WIIVES - the days., and its sequel); PHC 34 also des

co-oparatives. ; <

1) ¥BC 36 looks ati potentisl Pights between Tega (sic) mad Eroro, and
between Bakurbari and the Bapa of Kuroun, =

) BBC 37 & 38 are on the firet baptiams in %he Alga, at Sial m Decenber
1 1951, and the prelide %o this (see pp.95-6 of "ihe Road from Gona"),
N0.35 is also on Sial, sod Stanley Tago, etc. (Sial end the Tagos ave
also featured in several earlier stories foo - 16, 29-31).

fmong the minor pieces of information in the series, but something which
could be imperfiant under the civcmstances, is the Tact thal Mrs, Wardmsn
vias Benson's niece (BAE No.35) - the Wardmens come %o Gona on October 11
1951 (¥BC 37), end Rev. J,L. Wardmon was missionary in charge there 1953-
1961 (8ee p.55 of N.G.R.B. 13). ‘

(free fram ervor), and would suggest three exsmples:—

(1) In EBG 15 he says Groen was murdered on the Mamba in Copland King's
time, In fact Green was killed on 14 Jenusry 1857 (ENG AR 1896-97128),
wiile King only left Dogura fox the lamba on 6 February 1900 (see p.30
& ff. of White's 1929 book "A Pioneer of Fapuah ... . .

(i1) In BBC 37 he describes Am Wardman es "the Fivst white cuild ever %o

live at Gona." T is my mdersianding that this hotiour belongs to
Frances Mary Gill, the infant daughter of the Mission®s first Doctorn,
Cecil Gil1, who came to Gona in 1926. (Fren ces Nary died in Fapus,
where Llve not found out yek ~ for both references, see Toamlin, 1951).
Qf course one could split straws, claiming that the Gills weren't
redlly a% Gona - they ware at Kikirl, over the creekt, . .

(iii) Also "we offered the Divine Mysteries for the firet time in the
Kuausi. country;™" (PBC 37) 1is opeii %o quedbion, depending a lo% on what

fo aotuslly meart. Clng had services fn tho Alga in 1902 and again in
36 - Notes, 2] .

L do not believe that the series can be neﬁdad as completely accurate

Sevtamber 1906 (see Missionary Notes, 27th rember 1906 ~ quoted in
1o B)of GRERA L BL YT AU R ¥ S

Often, I think, Benson must have had to’ depend on oral sources. I
saens That meny of the events described must havs baen remaibered over many
years - 35 years in ‘the case of "lhe Lime Pots of Ulaki" (ad we shall ses in
BATGONA) ., However PBC 3 corresponds olosely with what the Gona Mission Diany
had %o say on the Mi. Lamington eruption. i & 3

Bearing in mind the necessery reservsgiisns, I regard the sewiss ss g
valusble reference to the A\zé%im Mission, and fthe N.D. in particular, They
are known fo dome (e.g. Schwimmer, and I think the quétation on P«96 of "The
Road fvom Gona" is from PBC 38), but generally neglected, not even being
Listed in ANU's Eihnographic Bibliogrephy of New Guinea ’(tbough Benson on
Uo-operatiives, in the A.B.Ms Review, is).. gt :

This may serve to help corvect this neglect.

( (John R: Home)
10.10,75



