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morandum for— ¢ ¥ Registry of Co-operative Societies,
5 Port Moresby,
1& 3 30th May, 1955,

The UichuC;, 5 Z
Deparitment of u;erlﬁthsamméﬂes
and Native affairs,

PUET JONIGE (.

Patro. feport o, 6 of 195%-55, CollNnswood Bay

The above-mentioned report refers.

I note the comments of Mr. Bell on the lative Eeonowic
. sltuation and welcome the detalled observation , which is only
too often neglected in Patrol Reports. %

: It is anticipated that this year some extension of
Co operative dLbiV¢bldS in the loanein District will talke
place, but probatly the Pongani group will be the furthest soutn

that such extension will apply. how such work will affeet
«the Wanigela side I do not. “nou, but if past experience is any

¢nd10at¢oA, an wpsurge in the current veatures can be exj ected.

k6ds SMQQCQLOQ that those ventures now operatin: be
Carerll scrutinised to ensure that no outright nyl0¢bgb&OQ

~occurs. Where vequ”es are communalistic desplte ccabr'ry
‘advice, the best course of action is to interfere as little as
possible and let > people work out their cwn problems. ;gg_
A8 difficult to convihce communalistic sgroups that pr@blems S
exist with their particuwlar method of operation unless such :
. Problems arc allcwed to develop and are made manifest. Ir &
suppresive attitu s adopted by the Aduinisg uf'“ion, it wiilk

_L

result in a withdrawel of c04¢4d0ﬁ03, probably into Mission
s“on“orsh°; and this in turn makes &bSQSSW@ﬂu of the position
difficult since. Missions (du does tiwe Administrabion) tend to
keep failures to themselves

The introduction oi b;-ope-ativeo at this stage would
be faced witih the stabcd belief of the people "thlis is our wayh ;
aid camiot be expected to make much headway, even if stafl made the:
introduction possibie.

fo sum up, an initial warning on a frank and fr"ondly
baS¢s, followed uv advice and assistance when asked for, ~ith
eontinual 1 lcpobﬂlum on planting, is the courso of action
rLCum«LHQCh, and i the latter aspect receives impetus L{rom the

,.-.
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Present commumnalist drive, so much the better later on. By
Fula I do not meen that communel plantings are to be preforred
Y0 individual ownerghip, but cormamal coconuts are at least
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Also attending the school at WANIGFLA arc the following
who arc from ethsr villages in the Collingwood Bay area:

Stancsrd 11 4 - A
Standard 111 9 a
Standerd LV 12 1 13
Stanasra vV 12 2 14
o' 3 4.0

B ) ’ o e et

The modn part of Lhe teaching in the village scliools
is done in the venaculer, But at St. reter's School the
teaching of the nicher grades is in english.

In ell,the Mission is doing a good job with
educetion in the cistriect. Most of the natives realise it
and are teking advantage of it. The younger children are
a8 troublesome as ever. When they are older,they too
will become enthusiastic abhout the opportunities open
to those with education.

The Mizcilon is having a greet deal of trouule
in collingwood Bay with marriege and divorse. The Maimin
people especially are gradually taken up their old habite
of polygemy. This would be bad enoush if it wasnot for
the fact that most of the natives are married in church
and the mariisges arc registered under the Mar.lisge Orad-
inance , Papua. vhere natives moke a polygesmous marriage
or 'throw away' their legally wodded spouse the mhsuion
excommupicate the sullbty perty. However {his does nothing
to holp to straigbbten oub tho legal posibion.

LAND MATTERS.

whilst =t ¥ WANPASAP the patrol went to the
nearby islend of OPAREA, which lies about a hulf mile of -
from the village. A smell block of land was surveyed
preparatory to iwrchase. After returping to the village the
native owners were inborviewsed for the sacond time to
arrango ior "inmlisation. At this poit the owners changed
their mind and ¢oeeided that they did not want to sell the
land, nor uid thcy whsh to leuse it for a number of years.
Thiz seems to be a common oceurence thuse days, netives
refuwsing to sell their land at the Tinal moment,
4 The luna was to be puwchascd for lease to Mr.
Cridland, Trader, who wanted to orect thereon a small
¢copra stoure. The anchorage at KIWANSASAP is vory poor

g

A
and sandbanks reguire the copra tu be transported over hald %ﬁ;
a mile from the proscnt bulk store. Although the natives ao éﬁg
ot wish to sell the land they have offercd it to MNr. i
Cridland,frcz of charge,so that he can crect the store tacron. é%?
oy

i

CO-0PERATIVHS,

At prescnt there are no registured Co-operativas
in the area. Ir the past therc were a number of embryo
co-cucrative socicties which were formed immediately after
the last war. These werc formed by a few sharp characters
who made guite a good thing out of it before they were
finally wound up by Mr. Jackman in 1852. In thseir place .
the UIAXU Cchristian Village Soclety was formed and 2 :
contrary Lo instrucilons recclved I'rom Mr. Jockman started
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CO=-OPERATIVES conb.

1.1dr‘_et‘,4,1 o Cll & suciely casis and theye was very little change
excepl il liglig . or sowe time now the Socielby has been lying
idle whlLuU u&L'Vbo went Lo plaiitgtions Lo uiulh¢n, in

Oul*el‘ linnegs. Yhe coconius ‘a‘lrivt;ntlcm Coni eliced by I'Te . aCkKingn
LD oUM tou Ly polivulu LLOOOLN;, anu nas pPecn allow R “

dd e eibany

All thg perrLeg of bulllnbwood Bay c¢re very co-oper-
atively minded L]Q have besn ever since the wire The fgilures
they have had 7,PL Teov ragvﬁ have in no wey deterred
them, They he p upon co-oper.tion as & means towards
an end, & complete new uruer, by vnpich they will advance
both econu icclly und scocielly. any attempt to talk ther out
of this im.edi.tely breeds squicion in their minds and they
imagzine Lhtv are beins robbed of theiy chance of zdvancement,
This was seen at G3.YGIG. where the villugers have all joined

ozether ard sturted = cocao plontation, The 'company' as it
is called,cuts across the two cluns in the village and is
plegnted on land owned by the two cluns of the village,jointly
with part of %k ore of the clans in IU! aI'IU village., added to
this fact is that the plantings are not made on «n indjvidual
basis but Ly the vill.ge w8 o groupe By native custon the lund
is owned by clans,but trees planted on clan owned lunud belong
to the planpter. I¢ is not co-operction but collectivesm, &nd,
when the muny piticlls of this were pointed out the peorlse
insisted that, it was their wey and, they were golng to stick .
t0o: ite

Each village around the UIaXU - WANIGRLA Cret has

its own fcompany! It ig these companies that sre doing &1l
the economic encernrise in the zrea, Some are runling sSroke-
houses drying copra, others plunting cacoa and others pit-
q&winw timber for salee. A1l the companies have the urge for

conomic dPVelonmunt but they lack aims. an example of this can
be geen et L Claad" where the businessof pitsawing is cuarried on,

fo date the ~duinisbration has paid out 3100 for the rirished
product which is saw perfectly. In all ¥6 has been cpent to buy
shorts for the men but the remaining L/96 is stdred up in the
vlllcge. when guestioned,the men did not know what they were
goine to use it for, but asgured the writer that it wus not
going to be wested nn amentties for the producers. ..ith the
mon ey held collectively no one can claim his share, Cince
comwencing operctions,sore of the pltsawers have lelt the
village and rpone to work ip Samarai,whilst others have 'ecently
returned tc the village 2rd just comrence work, It is herd to
see how zn eguitebleg division of the amount earned can be riade,

The neonle realise the necessity Ior truined reople
in their 'compunlu¢'. One native, (peland king of NaUll. ih,
comuenced ¢t the Co-onerative sclool, l'ort ioresby, early this
yeaT, He i morked down, upon return to his village, to run &

trade store ard leter to tulkke cure of the proceeds cnd &rrange
the jugr ;GLJLG of" the cocao. « native of Gu.JIGA reguested that
he be permitted to zo th the Uo-operctive school so that he
cen run the yilluge cocao plantation, His request has been
forwerded cun to the Co-operutive sev%ion,but it is not thought
thet itbrill meet with gpproval since the boy is only Standard
111 in educztion, ﬁuAuLJI, an ex L/uUTOLTUJ of IInLk, attended
this school some yeaTs ago but,because of poor initizl e duca timn,
failed, He i3 the leuder of the TILKU 'compsny’.

Co-opernbtives are rapidly bailding up sBain. The
lecders of the groups were t0old that no collection of capital
wes to be wmade. liowever unless something is done very soon,the
poat war ficsco will be repeated.
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