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The first official comments on 
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Women and children at Uiaku 

Photographed by Percy J. Money shortly after 1900 
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The Maisin in the first Annual Reports 
 

When the Europeans colonised New Guinea, and the British set out to ‘discover’ their claim, this 

was a slow process. For the north-east coast, this was carried out most of all by Governor 

William MacGregor, who reported what he found in the Annual Reports. Soon other colonial 

officers visited this coastline and some also made inland expeditions. 

Fifteen years earlier, the first European to sail by, and to name Collingwood Bay, was Captain 

John Moresby in his ship “The Basilisk”. On May 2nd, 1874, they stopped for a night by the group 

of small islands by Cape Vogel and then they anchored for two days at the head of the bay to get 

ashore and collect wood. This would have been by Baiawa or Kewansesap. While the ship was 

anchored, some of the crew travelled a few miles close to the coast in their small steam boat:  

“These Collingwood Bay people gazed at us with such a blank astonishment, and held such consultation 

about us amongst themselves, that we were persuaded that they, in common with their neighbours on 

this coast, had never seen white men before. The steam pinnace, whilst surveying at the head of the 

bay, was chased by a large number of canoes holding thirty or forty men each; but the officer in 

command did not think it prudent to allow them to come at all near, and may therefore have been 

mistaken in supposing their intentions to be hostile.”  

(Capt. John Moresby in New Guinea and the D’Entrecasteaux Islands, 1876)   

Moresby named the most important landscape features after a great sea battle in Europe 

which the British had won, and in which his father had taken part. This was called the Battle 

of Trafalgar, and it was led by Admiral Nelson in his big ship ‘Victory’. The second in 

command at Trafalgar was Admiral Cuthbert Collingwood, so this is how the bay got its name.  

 

The excerpts from the Annual Reports on the following pages will show that between 1890 

and 1900 there were only a few government visits, and many of these were very short. They 

also show that MacGregor and his staff called all the Collingwood Bay groups from Airara to 

Wanigela Maisin, so it took some time before they realised the complexity and mix of groups 

in the area. MacGregor’s belief that the Maisin had taken part in a serious raid on the Lower 

Musa in 1895 also show how misconceptions and misunderstandings were common. 

After 1895, when gold had been found on the Mambare, the arrival of miners in the 

Binandere and Orokaiva districts led to many serious clashes with deaths on both sides. 

Government activity was then concentrated on this part of the northern coast, and 

Collingwood Bay and Cape Nelson was mostly by-passed for some years. The establishment 

of the Anglican Mission at Wanigela, and finally the opening of Cape Nelson Station changed 

this, and a new era of contact began. 

The written documents of the Government, as well as those of the Mission, are valuable 

supplements to the local history of Collingwood Bay and the Maisin. It must be remembered 

that these were observations from a European perspective, by men who were mostly 

ignorant of local traditions and relations. It is also important to recognise that the 

government officers and the missionaries had very different agendas, which can be seen very 

clearly in how they reported on the people they met.  
 

 

 

These excerpts from reports have been put together by Jan Hasselberg, 2017 
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July 27th 1890 – Governor MacGregor along with Reverend Albert Maclaren on the ‘Merrie England” 

The first mention of the Maisin is when they visited the Mukawa area of Cape Vogel.  

(Annual Report of 1890-1891, p. 11-14) 
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First map of  

Collingwood Bay 

by William MacGregor 

1890 
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July 14th 1891 – Inland expedition from Sinapa towards Mount Suckling 

 by Magistrate Morton, Mr Guise and Mr Maitland 

Between the 17th and 20th the expedition stayed around Sinapa. Mention of villages Yaumobi, 

and Awaki (Uiaku?), and of chiefs Bogege and Kitori 

(Annual Report of 1891-1892, p. 11-14) 
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Oct 5th  1893 – Short stop by Governor MacGregor, Mr Armit and Rev. Copeland King 

 

Mention of Maisin settlement at Kierra (= Uwe) 

(Annual Report of 1893-1894, p. 7-8) 
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William MacGregor: 

“I am inclined to think it will show that the great north-east coast is the most 

interesting and by no means the least valuable of the districts of the 

possession.” 
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Feb 25th  1894 – Short stop by Governor MacGregor, Mr Armit and Mr Guise, with another short stop 

at Sinapa on April 14th 

 

Mention of Maisin attack on a village by Mobiri Creek near Kewansesap.  

(Guise and Armit’s report from their expedition from Kewansesap to a high point near  

Mt Dayman is not included here) 

(Annual Report of 1893-1894, p. 30 and 37) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Maisin dancers at a Cape Nelson singsing  -  Photographed by Guy O. Manning 1905 
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Oct 25th  1895 – Governor MacGregor at Musa with Mr Green and some miners, stopping shortly at 

Sinapa on Oct. 26th, and again on April 5th  

 

When MacGregor by chance encountered an Okeina group who had raided the Baruga village of 

Endari on the Musa, he mistakenly thought that Collingwood Bay warriors had taken part, and 

he pursued his suspicion by questioning the Maisin and, som months later, chief Bogege. 

Bogege’s pointing to the Korafe clans show that he had no real knowledge of the incident either. 

 (Annual Report of 1895-1896, p. 28 and 51) 
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May 6th  1898 – Governor MacGregor, with guests Lord Lamington and Sir H.M. Nelson (the 

Governor and Premier of Queensland) stopped at Sinapa for one day 

 

This coincided with the establishment of the mission in Collingwood Bay, which is described in 

the mission reports, and also by John Barker. 

 (Annual Report of 1897-1898, p. 43) 

 

 

  

Drying nets by the beach at Uiaku 

Photographed by Percy J. Money shortly after 1900 
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Jan 11th  1899 – Acting Administator Winter, along with Resident magistrate Moreton, the 

Government Surveyor Stuart-Russell and the Commendant of the Armed Native Constabulary, 

Butterworth – visit to Collingwood Bay and patrol to interior. 

 

The expedition followed the report on the death of chief Wanigela. Since no ‘Doriri’ tribesmen 

were encountered it is mostly an expedition report describing the landscape.  

 (Annual Report of 1898-1899, p. 3) 
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May 11th  1899 – The new Governor, Sir George le Hunte, with his secretary Captain Barton   

 

First official comment on Wanigela mission station. Mention of clan leader Waikassa 

(Annual Report of 1898-1899, p. 15) 
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On the 1st of January 1900 – the first day of the new century – Governor Le Hunte were inspecting 

the fjords around Tufi. There he met with Korafe chiefs, and he decided where the Government 

station should be located. Cape Nelson Station was opened on April 8th the same year. After this 

there were station reports adding much information on the government activities and the 

observations of its officers. 

 

Group of people at Yuayu village 

Photographed by Percy J. Money shortly after 1900 


