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The Doriri Expedition of 1901 was the first major patrol organized after the establishment of Cape 

Nelson Station at Tufi. The Resident Magistrate, Monckton, had made several shorter patrols along 

the coast during the station’s first twelve months. The Middle Musa area had been visited briefly by 

Governor William MacGregor in 1995, but since then the local villager’s only contact with Europeans 

had been with a handful of gold prospectors who came up to Moni River in 1897.  

With more than 150 participants in the Doriri patrol, and with a considerable area covered, a very 

large number of groups were involved and affected. Carriers were from the Maisin, Oyan, Ubir, 

Onjob, Korafe, Mokoroa, and Arifama groups, and a couple were Barugas from Dove village. The 

constables came from different parts of the colony, and some Binandere were particularly 

mentioned in the reports. At Middle Musa those living in or near the villages of Boure, Domara and 

Ilimo were affected, and so were the Lower Musa villagers of Dugari, Embessa, Gewaduru, Dove and 

Yagisa. Uiaku village saw the whole large expedition gather and start out, and Wanigela received all 

the expeditioners at the end of their journey. These visits and gatherings of men from numerous 

groups would have been exceptional events for the time, as they would have been for the carriers 

themselves. 

Adau River and the Middle Musa valley seen from Boroboro mountain. 



At the time of colonial establishment in the North-Eastern Division, with the mission station at 

Wanigela in 1898 and Cape Nelson government station in 1900, the people in the Collingwood Bay 

area were raided by groups from farther inland. This most often took place when people were 

working in their gardens, but sometimes villages had been attacked as well. While the coastal groups 

were slowly adapting to the colonial rules which outlawed tribal fighting, the mountain groups - 

collectively called the Doriri by the coastal people – were keeping up their fighting tradition with no 

restraint. Early in 1901 nine people of the Onjob tribe had been killed in a raid, and the Maisin, 

farther down the coast reported on thirty killed in the preceding year. 

The Maisin complained to Monckton, the Resident Magistrate at Cape Nelson, saying that now that 

they were made to stop raiding, the government should protect them from other groups who 

continued with this killing. Monckton agreed with this, and it was his duty, and in his interest, to 

pacify all groups in the division. He realized, however, that an expedition far into unexplored country 

would take a stronger patrol than what he could summon. In late March 1901, when the Governor 

was visiting Cape Nelson on the Merrie England, the Commandant of the Armed Native Constabulary, 

Captain Barton, and ten constables were also on the ship. It was agreed that this opportunity should 

not go missed, so plans were made for a punitive patrol, including Barton and his constables. The 

dual purpose would be to capture some of the responsible raiders and to explain the new set of rules 

and the authority of the colonial government to the inland people. It would also give the 

Government important information on the area between Collingwood Bay and the Musa river and 

the people living there. 

The following account of the expedition is based on the two official reports published in the Annual 

Report of British New Guinea 1900-1901, by Barton and Monckton, and the latter’s narrative in his 

book Some Experiences of a New Guinea Magistrate. This was written for a general readership 

twenty years later, and here he included information which he did not see as important or 

appropriate to mention in the official report. Since Monckton often exaggerated when describing 

people and events to make the book more interesting for his readers, one cannot take all he writes 

Cape Nelson Station was established in 1900, a year before the Doriri expedition. (Barton; RAI 20189)  



as facts, so I have been careful with which parts to include here. Barton’s report is below given in full, 

and additional information from Monckton’s report (marked AR) and his book (marked Some 

Experiences) are found in the Additions and Comments section along with my own comments. 

Monckton’s official report mostly follows Barton’s but is more detailed in some part and less in 

others.  

Through my own visits to most of the areas and groups of people here concerned I have been able to 

sort out some of the matters which were not clearly understood by the officials at that time. This 

most often concerns names of villages and groups, and the relations between these. Such 

shortcomings were frequent among the early administrators in the colony.  

The Musa basin is very large and references to places and groups/tribes can be confusing. In the 

reports all country above the Musa rapids are called Upper Musa. In my comments here I use Lower 

Musa for the delta and lowland areas up to Embessa. I use Middle Musa for the wide, open valley 

above the Musa rapids, where the Moni, Domara, Adau and Ibinamu rivers join. Upper Musa is then 

up towards the headwaters of the Moni and its tributaries, of Domara River headwaters, and the 

Kevere Valley.  

To the best of my knowledge, I have tried to match names of villages and groups/tribes with those of 

present-day names. I use present day spelling for village and other names when this is known to me, 

rather than what is used in the reports: Embessa for Mbesa, Korafe for Kaili kaili, Kevere for Keveri, 

Ukaude for Okaudi, Yuayo for Iuwaio and Jiwu for Giwi.  

Some of the photographs I have included were taken during the expedition by Captain Barton and 

published in the Annual Report; other historical photos are used here when relevant; and some are 

my own photos, most from my Musa excursion in 2015. 

Barton’s map of the area and the expedition route is placed at the back. One will note that some of 

the riverways are based on Barton’s assumption and are not quite accurate (as for Yuayo River), and 

that some distances were not correctly guessed (as for the distance between Adau and Domara 

villages and the Owen Stanley mountain range). 

Barton furthermore collected – or took - some spears, clubs and tapa skirts at Domara village. These 

were given to Queensland Museum in Brisbane, and photos of the objects are at the end here. 

        Mr Jan Hasselberg 

 

  

CAW Monckton, 

Resident Magistrate 

at Cape Nelson 

Station 1900-1904. 

He was then RM for 

the Norther Division, 

till his resignation in 

1907. 

(unknown photographer) 

Captain F.R. Barton 

was Commandant for 

the Armed Native 

Constabulary in 1901. 

He was then RM for 

Central Division, and 

between 1904 and 

1907 he was the 

Acting Administrator 

of British New Guinea. 

(G.O. Manning; Mitchell 
Library, L.166) 



  

Captain Barton’s report from Annual Report of BNG 1900-1901 

Including the photographs which were in the report. 

 

Where there are additions and comments, this is marked with reference number in the margin -     . 
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(The correct year for chief Wanigela’s death is 1898) 
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Additional information and comments 

    Numbers refer to the sections in Barton’s report. 

1.  -  

2.     The object of the expedition is given in more detail by Monckton: 

  “.. to locate the position of a tribe known as Doriri, and if possible to arrest the chiefs or others 

immediately concerned in the most recent of the murders in Collingwood Bay, and to put a stop to 

such murders in the future; also to establish friendly relations with any tribes settled along the upper 

waters of the Musa or slopes of Goropu with whom we might come in contact, and clearly explain to 

them the object  of the expedition, and that Government could or would not allow any one or more of 

the inland tribes to raid and butcher their coastal neighbours. 

   Considerably over thirty people have within the past twelve months been killed by Doriri, the last 

occasion being the murder of nine people on the 10th of February at Koia Koia, a small village some 

few miles from Wanigela. 

  In August 1898, a prominent chief and sixteen others were murdered at Maisina by the same 

people.” (AR p.63) 

 

    Monckton was confused by the use of the name ‘Doriri’ (mountain people, or people coming 

over the mountain), believing at this point that they were one single group. As the expedition 

would show, the attack on Maisin in 1898 were led by the Boure of Middle Musa, while the 1901 

attack on Aieram/Koia Koia were first believed to be by Lower Musa groups. It was then found 

that the Boure were mainly responsible for this attack as well. 

    Monckton in his introduction furthermore mentions the patrol which was sent up towards 

Middle Musa in 1898, led by F.P. Winter, Chief Judicial Officer, two years before the 

establishment of Cape Nelson Station. This patrol only reached the upper Wakioki River, where 

their locally recruited carriers had run away, feeling unsafe.   

3. – 

4.     Monckton was more precise on the members of the expedition: 

“Captain Barton and myself, 20 police, 6 village constables, Cape Nelson carriers (Kanari, 20; 

Arifamu,5 ; Mokoru, 10; Kofulu, 5); Collingwood Bay carriers (Wanigela, 35; Koia Koia, 10; Maisina 

38); making with some guides, private boys, etc., a total of 159 men in all.” (AR p.64) 

 

    I am assuming that both Kanari and Kofulu refer to Korafe carriers from near the station. 

When mentioning Wanigela Monckton includes both Ubiri and Oyan carriers, and possibly also 

Onjob. He also mentions that three of the village constables came from Mokoru, Kanari and 

Arifamu villages, and that Chief Paitoto of the Mokuru led his own group. Chief Jiwu of the 

Wanu clan sent his son Mukawa with the Korafe carriers, and Jiwu’s younger son, Toku, who was 

Monckton’s private ‘boy’, was also part of the group. Two of the carriers were Baruga men from 

Lower Musa River, and would be most useful as interpreters on the last part of the expedition. 

The Mission teacher, Jimmy Nogar, who had joined the Wanigela carriers down to Uiaku, asked 

to take part in the expedition, but Monckton declined, being sure that this ‘would not meet with 

the approval of the Bishop’. 

5.     On describing the attempted route, Barton’s assumption about meeting with Okaude people 
of the Upper Domara River was based on his visit there the year before, on an expedition led by 
Dr. Blayney, Resident Magistrate of the Central Division. This was the first Government patrol  



to get in touch with the Kevere people around the Domara headwaters and the Kevere Valley, 
both part of the Musa River basin. The Kevere are ‘brother tribe’ of the Boure – although they 
speak different languages, they have traded, inter-married, and raided together, and they 
shared many customs. Barton didn’t realize that it would take two-three days to reach Okaude 
from Middle Musa. The Ukaude clan of the Kevere now live mainly at Moreguina in Cloudy Bay, 
Central Province. 

6. Camp No.2 was just north of today’s Ganjiga village. 

7.     After starting towards the Uiaku hills, Monckton reported that the track through the sago 

swamp past the Uiaku gardens was: 

 “..set at intervals with deadly spear pits, i.e. deep holes, the tops of which were masked and the 

bottoms studded with firmly fixed, sharp-pointed spears – pleasing contrivances by the Maisina for 

the benefit of their Doriri visitors.” (Some Experiences, p.211) 

 

    Already on this first day, April 5th, Captain Barton became ill with stomach pains, which slowed 

down the expedition some. Only Monckton mentions this. A few days later Barton’s treatment 

of brandy, lead and opium pills(!) had improved his condition. 

8.     The second river they crossed on April 6th – the very wide one – would have been the Vayova 
River. Monckton writes that they didn’t all the time have paths to follow, so parts of their track 
was cut ‘on a compass line through heavy jungle and forest’.  

Vayova River bed – flooding still changes the landscape around the Collingwood Bay rivers 



    At some shelters they found where the Bura joins the Wakioki River, the ‘Doriri’ had left a 
litter which Monckton found particularly interesting and described in detail: 
  “A curious and most ingenious contrivance in the shape of a litter for carrying a sick or wounded 
man was discovered here. It consisted of a pole about 8 feet long, passed through three hoops or 
circles of rattan about 2 feet apart, the hoops being thus suspended from the pole when carried on 
men’s shoulders; round the inside of the circumference of the lower semi-diameter of the circles or 
hops, longitudinal strips or battens of palm finely split were lashed, forming a soft springy litter, on 
which an injured man placed could suffer very little from jolting on the roughest track, and from 
which it was impossible to fall out, or, with any precaution at all on the part of the bearers, sustain 
any further injury; the central hoop was made to unfasten at the top, plainly as a means of placing a 
man inside with least effort to himself. I attach* a rough sketch of the contrivance, which is decidedly 
superior to any form of hand ambulance I have ever read of.” (AR p.65) 

 

9.     Barton here agrees with Winter’s explanation to the erosion and the serious marks of flooding 

in the district. His comment on the ‘exceedingly fine-grained, milky-looking substance’ of the 

Wakioki river, was added to by Monckton:  

“A private slipped in his leg or foot, withdrawing them immediately, and the water dried upon his 

skin like a coating of whitewash.” (Some Experiences, p.211) 

 

   Describing the landscape, as here for April 7th when they reached Wakioki River, was an 

important part of the early expedition reports. The first Governor, William MacGregor (1888-

1898) had set an excellent example with reports including information on geography, geology, 

vegetation, fauna and on the people he encountered.  

 

     Barton also comments on wildlife and vegetation: the ‘large mountain parrot’ he mentions is 

the Vulturine Parrot, and the huge mountain pines are the Klinki pines (Araucaria Hunsteinii). 

Monckton added about the wildlife:  

“The country here was full of wild pigs, cassowary, wallaby, and the enormous Goura pigeon, a bird 

nearly as big as a turkey; duck and pigeon of all sorts were plentiful, and the Kaili Kaili carriers spent 

a happy afternoon hunting” (Some Experiences, p. 212). 

10. - 

11.     When coming upon four Boure men, while walking close to the Ibinamu River, Monckton was 

ahead and Barton at the back of the line of men. So here it is Monckton who describes the 



encounter, in which one man was shot by one of the police, two were captured and one man 

escaped:  

“After we had crawled and forced our way through and under a dense, tangled undergrowth, 

covering marshy ground for some distance, we suddenly emerged on a couple of bush shelters, from 

one of which a Doriri suddenly sprang up in front of us with a frightful howl of surprise and alarm, 

and armed with spear and club. In response to a hasty order from me, the man was shot dead, and a 

rush made upon the shelters, from which three more men, all armed, leaped. Two of these men were 

at once knocked over by the police and secured uninjured; a fourth, who fought most desperately, 

and frantically thrashed about with a club, leaped into the river, and though evidently wounded in 

half-a-dozen places, and hotly pursued by the police, still stuck to his club, and proceeded to make his 

way across the scrub on the opposite bank of the river. On gaining time to look round, I saw about a 

dozen Kaili Kaili, who, in defiance of my order that they were to remain on the river bed  and wait for 

the Commandant, had thrown down their loads, and were rushing to join the two police chasing the 

man across the river; while tearing like devils possessed towards me through the tangled 

undergrowth through which the police and myself had forced our way, were the remainder of the 

Kaili Kaili and Mokuru coming under the leadership of Giwi’s son to help, as they afterwards 

explained, the police with me.” (AR p.66) 

 

    In Some Experiences, Monckton writes that the escaped man was also shot and killed while 

escaping across the riverbed, this by Monckton himself. 

 

    When asked, through the Baruga interpreters, about the raid on the Koiakoia, the captured 

Boure men said it was by their party. 

 

    A fierce thunderstorm with a spectacle of lightning came upon the party as they were making 

a camp for the night (Some Experiences, p.219). 

 

     The constable who left camp in the dark and created some commotion was punished, 

Monckton writes:  

“.. he was soundly walloped on the bare stern by his sergeant with a belt, a highly illegal but most 

efficacious means of inducing him to see the error of his ways.” (Some Experiences, p.220-21).  

    This was of course not mentioned in the report. 

 

    Monckton here also refers to a conversation with the Boure captives, where they told about 

their raiding.  

“They really made their expeditions to Collingwood Bay in order to hunt game and make sago, and 

the killing of the people there was only a supplementary diversion, though of course the bodies of the 

slain gave them an agreeable change of diet.” (Some Experiences, p.221) 

12.     The objects they found in the deserted houses at Boure village - an axe with jade blade and 

some spears – are now in a small collection of Captain Barton’s kept at Queensland Museum. In 

the QM collection are also some beautiful and well-preserved tapa cloths collected on this 

expedition. These are not mentioned in either of the reports. 

    At Boure they also found articles made by Collingwood Bay peoples and a large stock of fresh 

sago, showing that a group had just recently returned from the swamps in the bay (Some 

Experiences, p.222). 

    Monckton reported from their camp at Boure village:  

“By my order all the pigs in the village were shot and food taken from the gardens for the carriers.” 
(AR p.67)  



13.     The fight by the Adaua River, where they met with “a large body of armed natives”, is 

described in both reports. Besides the two Boure who were killed, it seems clear from 

Monckton’s description in Some Experiences that some of the other warriors were mortally 

wounded. 

    At the deserted, large Domara village, where they made camp, the gardens were cleared for 

vegetables and: 

 “..every village pig and dog was slaughtered; many spears and arms were also found and burnt, the 

Maisina taking keen delight in cooking Doriri pig over a fire made of Doriri spears.” (Some 

Experiences, p.225) 

    Both Barton and Monckton often use ‘Maisina’ when referring to all Collingwood groups. 

    Here at Domara is where Captain Barton took the photographs of the village with constables 

resting in and around the houses. 

 

14. – 

15.     Monckton gives a short description of the rafts used by the Middle Musa people:  

“The Doriri use a small, triangular raft made of bamboo, and are much skilled in its use.” (Some 

Experiences, p.226) 

    He also refers to the tracks between their two camps as being  

“..a dense, tall jungle of wild sugar canes, which were well sprinkled with spear pits.” 

16.     The third confrontation with local warriors is similarly described in both reports. One man was 
killed as they crossed the Adau River; no other seems to have been wounded on this occasion. 

17.  – 

Today’s track from Obea village to Boroboro and Godaima mountains, and the Adau River gorge. 



18.     At Dudura village the wife of the man who was captured complained about things being 
stolen from their house by Cape Nelson carriers. Monckton wrote that among these “were some 
incorrigible looters”, and after the women had pointed out the offenders the articles were given 
back and Monckton gave her a present of some trade goods (AR 1900-01, p.68). This shows how 
officers didn’t always have control of the activities of their constables and carriers.  
    In the report Monckton adds that the Dudura village people seemed to have come from the 
Domara district. 
 
    The man Gabadi who was then captured near his village, Dugari, was resented by the 
Collingwood Bay carriers, Monckton writes, for his and his people’s involvement in raids. It is not 
clear from the reports if they had been involved in the recent raid on the Koiakoia/Onjob. 
Barton comments more on this under section 28. 

19.     Dugari village is on the map placed right close to where Embessa is today. The main Embessa 
village was not visited by the patrol but would have been right nearby.  

20. – 

21.     When passing through Gewaduru village, Monckton reports:  
“Their women and children remained in the village without the slightest sign of fear. (…) It was 
amusing to hear the exclamations of astonishment that came from the village people as the men of so 
many tribes, all of whom they knew by report, but of course had never seen, filed through the gates of 
their stockade on the way to Dove, mingled with expresses of delighted wonder as they saw some of 
their ancient enemies, the Doriri, led past by the village police. (AR 1900-01, p.69) 
 
    Dove was the village of the two carriers who had assisted with interpretations, which explains 
the particularly warm welcome they received there. 

22. – 

23. – 

24.     The former, deserted large village by the higher reaches of Yuayu River, marked by coconut 
and betel nut trees, would most likely have been one belonging to the Aisor group. 

25.     To the description of Aieram village, Monckton adds that the tree houses were:  
“stocked with stones, spears and missiles, for the reception of raiding Doriri.” (Some Experiences, 

p.232) 

26. – 

27.     Barton shows that he had understood the use of the Doriri name, but his notes on tribal 
relations might not all be correct since they were based on very brief visits. 

28.     At the end of Monckton’s report, he sums up what the expedition had achieved: 
“The result attained by the expedition is briefly - 
1. That the existing doubt as to who the Doriri really were, and their locality, has been determined. 
2. A good road to the upper waters of the Musa River has been found for future use if necessary, and 
the time required to reach that point decided. 
3. The tribes most implicated in the Collingwood Bay murders have been punished, several of the 
actual murderers captured, and the people made to clearly understand that the Government 
disapproved of their murderous propensities, and that swift retribution would follow should they 
offend in a similar manner again. 
4. Other tribes against whom the evidence of complicity was less clear, but of whose guilt there is 
little doubt, have been cautioned and advised to take warning by the punishment that has fallen on 
their stronger neighbours. 
5. Friendly relations have been established with the Gewadura tribe. 
6. The Baruga, through the experience gained by two members of the tribe on the station and with  



 

the expedition, have practically been brought within the influence of the Government. Through these 
tribes, and the knowledge of the ways of the Government that will be gained by the prisoners, I hope 
that before long the Doriri trouble in Collingwood Bay will be a thing of the past. 
7. The following list is, in so fa as I was able to ascertain, a correct return of the loss sustained by the 
Doriri:- 
   Killed …………………………..  3 
   Killed or wounded ……….  1 
   Wounded very badly ……  1 
   Apparently wounded …...  4 
   Captured ……………………..  3  
     Total …. 12   (AR p.69) 

 
From Some Experiences we know that the number of men known to be killed was four, and that 
the number of seriously wounded should have been higher, especially from the second shooting 
episode. Monckton also writes in his book that in Captain Barton’s opinion, guns were used too 
frequently against the natives. This disagreement was not mentioned by either officer in their 
reports. 

29. 30. 31. – 

This young man was 

photographed by Barton at 

Gewaduru village.  

(LSE: SELIGMAN/4/1/2)  

https://archives.lse.ac.uk/TreeBrowse.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&field=RefNo&key=SELIGMAN%2f4%2f1%2f2


Expedition map, drawn by Captain Barton 



close-up 



At Queensland Museum: some of the objects collected by Barton on the 1901 Doriri expedition. 



 


